
 

  

 

School Bond  
Election Information 

Special  

Election 

Dates: 
 

January 12 
Deadline to      
register to vote 
by mail/online.  

 

January 21 
Ballots are 
mailed to voters. 

 

February 10 
Election Day! 
Ballots must  
be postmarked  
on or before  
February 10. 
 

School Bond Measure Slated for February 10 Ballot 
 

In February, the community will have the opportunity to invest in safe, efficient and modern 
school buildings for Snoqualmie Valley students.  The Board of Directors has voted to place  
a bond measure on the ballot that addresses district-wide facility needs and provides more 
space at all grade levels to serve the District’s growing student population.   
 

The Challenge 
More space is needed in Snoqualmie Valley schools, at all levels (elementary, middle and 
high school), to alleviate overcrowding and accommodate long-term enrollment growth.    
At the same time, ensuring schools are safe, sound, modern and responsive to the needs of 
students, as new educational programs and more rigorous Common Core State Standards 
are implemented, will help teachers boost learning and students achieve their potential. 
 

The Proposed Solution 
A comprehensive, long-term bond proposal for $244.4 million is comprised of three key        
components:  

1. Rebuild and expand Mount Si High School, and reinstate a third middle school  

2. Construct a new elementary school  

3. Make district-wide improvements to existing schools and systems  
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Are You  

Registered  

to Vote? 
 

Check your status, 
register to vote,  
or change your  

address at: www.  
kingcounty.gov/
elections/ or call 
the Elections Office    
at 206-296-8683. 

How was this Proposal Developed? 
 

Over the past two years, the School Board has been exploring options to ensure the District’s 
infrastructure will meet the needs of its growing student population. During this process, the 
Directors commissioned a number of reports from professional demographers, architects 
and structural engineers, and considered community and staff input through activities that 
included: Focus Group discussions, community and staff meetings, and a phone survey.   
After in-depth discussion, the Board adopted the current proposal as a long-term solution to      
alleviate future overcrowding at all three levels (elementary, middle, and high school), and to 
sustain the health of existing school buildings.  
 

High School Educational Visioning  
This fall, more than 30 Mount Si staff, students 
and parents have been engaged in a Visioning 
Process to determine how a new high school 
facility could best support the changing needs 
of students and educators.  Key priorities of 
their educational vision have emerged for a 
school model that is flexible, supports student 
collaboration, is learner-centered, integrates 
technology, allows for project-based learning 
and interdisciplinary instruction, and supports the social/emotional needs of students.  If the 
bond is approved, these priorities will help guide the school’s renovation.  



 

 

2.  Construct a New Elementary School 
 

Currently all five elementary schools in the District are at, or near, capacity in grades K-5. In addition, a state 
mandate for full-day kindergarten, anticipated state funding to reduce elementary class sizes, and continued 
enrollment growth are factors driving the need for a 6th elementary school by the fall of 2016. The new school 
would be built on property the District 
owns in Snoqualmie, where enrollment 
continues to grow rapidly. The District 
would leverage the design of Cascade 
View Elementary, to reduce costs and 
save time.  Adding a 6th elementary    
school will alleviate overcrowding at all 
five elementary schools in the District.  

What will the Bond Provide and How will it Serve Students? 
 

1. Rebuild, Expand Mount Si High School; Reinstate a 3rd Middle School  
 

This proposal would create a new high school facility on the main campus property to        
accommodate up to 2,300 students in grades 9-12. The plan would raise most of the Mount 
Si High School facility above floodway levels, flood-proof other portions of the building,    
provide more space designed to promote innovative teaching and learning, and create    
parking beneath the elevated three-story facility.  To sustain the benefits of the Freshman 
Campus program, the new design would provide separation on the main campus for 9th 
graders.  Once completed, a third middle school would be reinstated in Snoqualmie to allevi-
ate anticipated over-crowding at Twin Falls and Chief Kanim middle schools.  

The current MSHS footprint serves students in    
numerous stand-alone buildings that have been 
added through the years. The new design would 
address security concerns, add functionality to   
accommodate STEM educational programs, support 
career training programs, expand science labs, and 
enhance performing arts programs. Input from high 
school staff will help guide final design decisions to 
best serve students and their learning needs.   
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3.  Make Improvements to Existing Schools and Systems 
 

Maintaining the infrastructure, operations, and safety of school buildings in the District  
requires upgrading or replacing aging systems as they exceed their functional lifespan.   
This bond would invest in existing schools, through a variety of improvement projects     
that would:  
 

 Enhance safety and security at all schools 
 Replace the FCES septic system 
 Add a gym at SES (the only elementary 

school without a separate gym currently) 
 Construct a Preschool Center at the new   

school to free up classrooms at OES/SES 

 Replace fire alarms at NBES/FCES   
 Replace flooring at OES/TRS 
 Replace roofs at NBES/SES/FCES/FC 

 Replace boilers as SES/FC 
 Replace turf on sports fields at CKMS/

MSHS  

Super Majority  

Requirement 
A 60 percent 
“yes” vote is     
required to pass 
school bonds.  

Please 

Remember 

to Vote. 

Every  
vote  

counts! 

Aerial photo 

Design rendering  



 

  

 

  
Did You Know?       
A vote for school 
bonds or levies    
approves a total 
dollar amount, not 
the tax rate per 
$1000.  So, regard-
less of whether 
property values go 
up and tax rates go 
down, or converse-
ly, property values 
go down and tax 
rates go up, the  
total collected for 
approved school 
bonds is the same 
amount.   

 

For more facts about the Snoqualmie Valley school bond, visit: www.svsd410.org.  

What is the Cost of the Proposed School Bond?   

 
The estimated property tax      
increase over 2015 for the  
$244.4 million, 20-year bond  

would be $1.29 per $1,000 of 
assessed property value.   

 
 

Examples of estimated  
increases for three  

property values:   

 

 

Tax Exemptions:   
 Property Owners can further decrease the cost with an income tax deduction for their property     

taxes, by using the long form to file their annual income taxes.  The amount of savings will vary          
depending on a person’s federal tax bracket (i.e. 25%, 28%, 33% to 39.6%).  

 

 Seniors & Disabled Persons may qualify for an exemption from property taxes. Call the King County      
Assessor’s Office at 206-296-3920 or visit: www.kingcounty.gov/assessor and select Exemptions. 

 

State Match Funding:   
The proposed projects — for a new elementary school and the high school rebuild — would qualify for               
approximately $20 million in state matching funds, if the bond is approved by voters.  If this funding is  
not needed to cover unforeseen costs that may emerge with construction projects of this nature, the  
District will use the state matching funds to pay down the bond debt for taxpayers.  

Home 
Value 

Estimated increase  
in 2016 

(for proposed School Bond)  

Net tax increase  

after allowing for  
Income Tax Deduction 

 (28% tax bracket) 
 

  annual monthly annual monthly 

$200,000 $258 $22 $186 $16 

$400,000 $516 $43 $372 $31 

$600,000 $774 $65 $557 $46 

 

How do Snoqualmie Valley School Taxes Compare  

to other School Districts? 

Tax rate estimates are preliminary and subject to change. 



 

 

February 2015 Election:  

 School Bond Facts 
 
The Snoqualmie Valley School District has placed a bond 
measure on the upcoming February 10th election ballot.  
 
The comprehensive, long-term solution will provide 
more space for the District’s growing student enrollment 
and make improvements and upgrades to maintain the 
health and safety of our existing schools.   
 
The solution would:  

 Rebuild and expand Mount Si High School,  
and reinstate a third middle school 

 Construct a new elementary school 

 Make district-wide improvements to existing 
schools and systems 

 

Learn more about this measure — why it is needed,  
what it will cost, and how it will improve community 
schools for all Snoqualmie Valley students — on the   
following pages.  

 Snoqualmie Valley  
School District 
P.O. Box 400 
Snoqualmie, WA  98065 Postal Customer 

 

Snoqualmie Valley  
School Bond Information 
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School Quality and Home Values  
 

School quality is one of the most important factors   
influencing decisions about where to live.  Several   
studies have found a strong correlation between    
housing values and the quality of schools in the area.  
One recent study, that took into account comparable 
housing characteristics and neighborhood amenities, 
confirmed homes were valued at an average of $50 
more per square foot in areas with highly rated 
schools.  Another study found that homes in areas 
with top schools had values 18-25% higher than in 
neighborhoods with lower rated schools.  For property 
owners, homes in areas of good schools hold their 
values and sell more quickly. 

 

Community E-Meeting... 
 

To learn more about this bond, join a School Bond     
E-Meeting on Tuesday, December 16 at 6 p.m.    
You can view a “live” presentation from the comfort   
of your home computer and email the presenter if you 
have questions.  To participate, log on to the E-Meeting 

at www.svsd410.org, a few minutes in advance. 


