FAQ’s for Math 
What mathematics curriculum is used at the elementary, middle and high school levels in the Snoqualmie Valley School District?
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In grades kindergarten through fourth, the district adopted curriculum is the Growing with Math program by McGraw-Hill.  This program focuses on the development of mathematical concepts and language and provides many hands-on activities.  The Investigation Math program is used to support the Grade Level Expectations (GLEs) at grades 1, 2, 3 and 4.
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In fifth grade, the curriculum being used is enVisionMATH by Scott Foresman- Addison Wesley.  Math concepts are taught step-by-step with purposeful, sequential illustrations that are supported by independent skill and problem solving practice. 
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In the middle schools, the Holt Reinhart Mathematics curriculum develops foundations of algebra while improving problem solving skills.  The Holt Algebra 1 textbook is used in eighth grade for students already prepared for Algebra.  Online resources for students and parents are provided with the Holt materials.
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At the high school level, the mathematics adopted curriculum is the Prentice Hall series.  This series provides conceptual instruction with excellent skill-building practice.  Online resources for students and parents are provided with the Prentice Hall series.

 
What is the timing for the curricular changes in math that are being made by the state?

The “Standards” of mathematical content taught in grades kindergarten through eighth grade have been adopted (April 28, 2008) and teachers will begin to incorporate any grade level content changes during the 2008-9 school year.  
On July 30, 2008, the “Standards” for high school were finalized.  Changes in the focus on computational procedures, the conceptual understanding of math, and the application of mathematical processes to solve problems will be incorporated in high school mathematics courses during the 2009-10 school year.
The K- 12 math standards may be viewed at http://www.k12.wa.us/CurriculumInstruct/Mathematics/RevisedStandards/FullWAK-highschool.pdf
How might the curriculum change when the state makes its recommendation of the three top math curricula?

The legislature directed the Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) to review curricular materials used in mathematics education across the state and to recommend no more than three curricula that best support the implementation of the new standards.  OSPI has made recommendations for curricula for the elementary and middle school levels and will make high school recommendations before the end of January, 2009.  The K -8 curriculum recommendations may be viewed at http://www.k12.wa.us/CurriculumInstruct/pubdocs/PublishersNotices/OSPIMathematicsIMRReport.pdf 
There is no expectation that districts will replace current curricular materials before their normal textbook adoption cycle would occur. OSPI will assist districts in aligning their current math curricula and identifying supplemental material that supports the revised standards in those districts not using one of those recommended.

What mathematics courses are offered at Mount Si High School?

To view the full range of courses offered at MSHS, you may view them at  http://www.snoqualmie.k12.wa.us/schools/mshs/pdf/handbook_course.pdf in the Course Description Book, beginning on page 22.  Below is a chart of the course offerings.
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What mathematics course would an entering freshman take at MSHS?

· A freshman who has not been successful in middle school pre-algebra would register for the pre-algebra course.  

· One who has struggled with pre-algebra could take the Algebra/Geometry lab in order to be better prepared for Algebra.  

· Students with a firm foundation in Pre-Algebra would register for the Algebra class.  

· Those who have successfully completed Algebra in middle school would register for Geometry.
How many credits of mathematics are required for graduation?

Two years of high school mathematics are required for graduation for classes of 2008 through 2012 in Washington State.  In the Snoqualmie Valley School District, students must successfully complete one year of Algebra as part of the two-year requirement.

At the direction of the Legislature, the State Board of Education has adopted changes to the math credit requirements for graduation beginning with the class of 2013.  (Amendments to High School Graduation Requirements  -- Chapter 180-51 WAC)   Students entering high school in the fall of 2009 must complete three years of mathematics to graduate.  These courses include Algebra, Geometry, and Algebra II unless a student has a defined career path for which an alternative third year of math would be more appropriate.  Criteria for the third year math requirement may be found at the following site:   http://www.sbe.wa.gov/documents/ThirdMathCredit_002.pdf
What technology is used in the mathematics classrooms?

In some areas of the mathematics program, calculators are used to explore concepts.  Because the new standards stress ‘computational fluency,’ there will likely be less calculator usage at all levels.  In courses at the high school beyond Geometry, graphing calculators are used in instruction and for concept development.

In many of the math classrooms across the district, Activboards are used to present and explore mathematical content.  This technology allows students to investigate abstract concepts in a more concrete environment.

How can I monitor whether my child is having difficulty with math?

The Snoqualmie Valley School District provides parents access to online grades through the Internet either from home, work, or a library.  Concerns about a student’s progress should be addressed to the teacher in order to identify additional support that may be required.

What resources are available to help a struggling student?

Parents should contact their student’s teacher to request information about what sort of resources would be beneficial.  

Elementary school students receive with the support of parent volunteers or instructional assistants.  In grades 3-5, students are frequently provided additional practice using the Accelerated Math software or by using the re-teaching materials furnished by the publishers.
In the middle school and high school programs, students and parents are given access to the publishers’ online materials for additional explanations, practice and practice assessments.
What is different about the new math standards?

To better prepare Washington’s K-12 students for success in higher education and more technologically sophisticated careers, the 2007 State Legislature passed a bill requiring the revision of the standards of mathematics taught at all grade levels.  The goals of these revisions were to increase the rigor of the mathematics curriculum and fortify mathematics content by the balancing of “process with content – the standard computation procedures, the conceptual understanding of math, and the application of mathematical processes to solve problems.”* 

*http://www.utdanacenter.org

When will students be tested on content required with the new math standards?
WASL testing in the spring of 2009 will be based on the current standards. Beginning in the year 2010, testing will be aligned with the revised standards for grades three through eight.  High school testing will be based on the new standards beginning in the year 2011.
Classes of 2009–2012: What are the math graduation requirements?

Students in the classes of 2009 through 2012 will graduate with a diploma and a Certificate of Academic Achievement (CAA) if they meet all other graduation requirements and: 

· satisfy the WASL requirement either by meeting standard on the WASL, or 

· satisfy the requirement with one of the other CAA options.  

The CAA options include successful completion of the Collection of Evidence; a score of 19 or higher on the math ACT; 470 or higher on the math SAT; or 3 or higher on calculus or statistics Advanced Placement course exams; or submitting a WASL-Grades comparison.  As of August 31, 2008, earning a PSAT score of 47 or higher will no longer be accepted as as a CAA option; This applies to students for classes beyond 2008. 

Students in the classes of 2009 through 2012 may graduate without the Certificate of Academic Achievement by: 

· earning two additional year-long math credits after the 10th grade, and 

· taking the math WASL (not necessarily passing it) or pursuing one of the other CAA options each year.
Class of 2013: What are the math graduation requirements?

In the 2008 Washington legislative session the End-of-course (EOC) exams were established as future replacements for the math WASL.  End-of-course exams for Algebra 1 and Geometry (or for Integrated Math I and II in districts with integrated math programs) will be developed and will be piloted in the spring of 2009.  All students must satisfy requirements for the Certificate of Academic Achievement.

Students in the class of 2013 may graduate with a CAA by:
· passing the WASL; or

· passing End-of-course exams in Algebra 1 and Geometry (or Integrated Math I and II in some districts); 

· meeting standard with the Collection of Evidence; or 

· submitting a score of 19 or higher on the math ACT, 470 or higher on the math SAT, or 3 or higher on calculus or statistics Advanced Placement course exams.

Class of 2014 and beyond: What are the math graduation requirements?

In the 2008 Washington legislative session the End-of-Course (EOC) exams were established as future replacements for the math WASL.  End-of-course exams for Algebra 1 and Geometry (or for Integrated Math I and II in districts with integrated math programs) will be developed and will be piloted in the spring of 2009.  All students must satisfy requirements for the Certificate of Academic Achievement.
Students in the class of 2014 may graduate with a CAA by:
· passing End-of-course exams in Algebra 1 and Geometry (or Integrated Math I and II in some districts); or

· meeting standard with the Collection of Evidence; or 

· submitting a score of 19 or higher on the math ACT, 470 or higher on the math SAT, or 3 or higher on calculus or statistics Advanced Placement course exams.
The WASL will no longer be an assessment required for graduation for the class of 2014 and beyond.
Is the WASL going away?

Over the next several years, the WASL will be phased out as a graduation requirement and replaced by End-of-course Assessments in Algebra and Geometry.  Beginning with the class of 2013, students may graduate by passing the WASL or the End-of-course Assessments.  Beginning with the class of 2014, students must pass the End-of-course Assessments and passing the WASL will no longer be a path to graduation.

The WASL will continue to be administered in the elementary and middle schools.  The math WASL for the elementary and middle grades will be also be shortened beginning in spring of 2009.  Tests aligned with the new standards will be administered starting with the 2010 WASL assessment.

What are End-of-course (EOC) Assessments?

The End-of-course Assessments are state examinations that will be administered to students completing Algebra and Geometry.  Students must pass these tests in order to satisfy graduation requirements beginning with the class of 2014 (and as an alternative to the WASL for the class of 2013.)
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