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District Leadership
Message from the Superintendent

Snoqualmie Valley School District

Celebrating Student Success and Accomplishment

by Superintendent
Joel Aune

At the conclusion of the school year, I had the pleasure of experiencing graduation ceremonies
in our school district, as students crossed the stage to receive their hard-earned diplomas.
On June 5th, 19 graduates from Two Rivers School were feted in a ceremony held at Chief
Kanim Middle School. The following afternoon, ten students from our Transition Learning
Center celebrated their graduation. And on June 7th, Mount Si High School’s commencement
honored 344 students who received their diplomas in an outdoor ceremony at the school.

Graduation is the culmination of our work as an educational institution. It is a singular event that hails student
achievement and grandly reinforces our sole purpose: to educate the young people of our community and
prepare them for bright futures. The graduation ceremony is a time when students celebrate a significant
accomplishment and look forward to the future with optimism and wonder. It is a time when parents beam with
pride, and staff members experience a feeling of fulfillment.
As superintendent, I find myself impressed by the aptitude and accomplishment of our students—they are truly
amazing. I also feel a strong sense of pride in our schools and our school district. We are working to make a
difference for the students and provide them the educational experience they need to be successful and achieve
their potentials. Our schools at all levels — elementary, middle, and high — are cultivating relationships, providing
quality instruction, and challenging children and young people to grow, excel, and achieve.
Indeed, it takes a village! Everyone in the school community plays an important role in this student success story.
Parents and guardians provide their children with a foundation of love, support, encouragement, and values. Family,
friends and neighbors help shape a child’s talents, interests, and life experiences. School staff also contribute to the
growth and success of our children in many different ways, from bus drivers who transport children safely to school
each day, to those who prepare them breakfast and lunch. From staff who keep our schools safe, clean, and in good
order, to those who support teachers in classrooms and guide students on playgrounds. Principals, District Office
employees, and administrators work to provide leadership and support to the schools and their staff. Finally, teachers,
who work most closely with our students, instill confidence, deliver instruction, and facilitate learning to ensure every
student progresses toward graduation. It is the effort of everyone working together that contributes to the health and
success of students leading up to graduation, and in the years that follow as they make their place in the world.
The opportunity to help shape children’s futures, and the responsibility that goes with it, makes working here unique,
rewarding and meaningful. Thanks to each of you for helping make our Snoqualmie Valley schools the best that they
can be. Excellent school districts—comprised of great employees, engaged parents, and a supportive community —
make a difference for kids. How exciting it is to be a part of that! Have a wonderful summer,

Check Out our New SVSD and School Websites
At the end of May, new websites were launched for the District and all SVSD
schools. The address is the same: www.svsd410.org, but there’s a new look
and feel, and enhanced features. The new content management system
provides more consistency among our schools, making it easier for parents
to find information. It’s also easier to feature photos of our own students
and videos they create!
Also NEW— The District is adding social media as another way to share the
stories of our schools. Follow us on Facebook & Twitter!
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Celebrating Student Achievement
Photo by Kate Krivanec

This year, we celebrated the achievements of 373 students from the Class of 2013
who earned their high school diploma from the Snoqualmie Valley School District.
Below are some of the impressive highlights shared by Principal John Belcher during
Mount Si High School’s 69th commencement ceremony. (See more photos online.)

 149 graduates were adorned with special stoles or cords at graduation earned for
their academic excellence: gold stoles (signified top 10% of class, at least a 3.8
cumulative GPA); gold cords (3.5 GPA or above); and silver cords (at least 3.2 GPA).

 54 seniors received Washington State Honors Awards for being in the top 10% of
the Senior Class across the state.

 19 students received the Washington State Principal's Scholar Award for being in
the top 5% of the state’s Senior Class.

 6 seniors from the Class of 2013 earned National Merit Achievement Scholar
awards, one of the highest academic honors in the United States, based on
Valedictorian Maria Kajercline
PSAT scores. Natalie Guterson, Maria Kajercline, Van Magnan, Carly Nelson and
Mari Patis are National Merit Commended Scholars (top 5% of nation); Natalie is also a National Achievement Participant,
ranked in the top 3% of Black American seniors. Nick Apone is a National Merit Finalist, in the top 1% of seniors nationwide!

 Valedictorian Maria Kajercline earned a perfect 4.0 cumulative grade point average; Salutatorian Aja Corliss had a 3.99 GPA.
 An unprecedented $8.9 million dollars in scholarship money was awarded this year—$43,500 of which came from local
scholarships. Thanks to our strong community supporters for your help to fulfill our senior’s college ambitions.

 For a 3rd year in a row, Mount Si High School was awarded the prestigious AP Honor Roll award by the National College
Board—for increasing participation in Advanced Placement exams AND increased student performance on AP exams. The
Snoqualmie Valley School District was one of only two districts (out of the 295) in Washington State to earn this distinction.

 Participation in AP courses rose by 33% (up from 16% last year) with 354 students taking at least one AP exam. (125 of those
were seniors or roughly 35% of this class accepting the college challenge.)

 7 seniors earned their high school diplomas and Associate of Arts degrees (at the same time) from Bellevue College through
the Running Start program. They will enter college as juniors next fall.

 This year’s senior class had the opportunity to earn 2,533 college credits, through our Career & Technical Education (CTE)
courses, with an estimated potential savings in college tuition of $290,000.

 16 seniors have enlisted into military service with the Marines, Army, Navy and National Guard.
 Wildcat-of-the-Year awards, nominated by students, went to students whose everyday actions, attitudes, and decisions that
lift our spirits: Daniele Curley, Evan Farley, Natalie Guterson and Kelby Kilburn.

 Wildcat Boy and Girl Senior-of the-Year awards, selected by staff for modeling integrity, pride, leadership and school spirit
went to: Dominick Canady and Terra Hauser.

 Among the 344 Mount Si graduates, seniors verbally shared with the school that 50% of the class plans to attend a 4-year
institution; 23% will attend a 2-year college; 16 are going into the military; and 8 students plan to attend a technical school.

 24 seniors were scholar athletes, earning a 3.5 GPA or higher.
 It was also a year of breaking school records. A record number of seniors (38)
were named to KingCo 3A All-League teams, and more received athletic
scholarships than ever before. Teams finished at the highest levels (some in
Mount Si’s history) in Cheer, Gymnastics, Football, Track, Volleyball and Baseball.

 And, Mount Si’s Jazz Band earned top honors at several competitions this year,
while the Debate team placed nationally for the first time!
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Excellence in Education

Snoqualmie Valley School District

Battle of Books 2013 District Champions: Fall City Dinomites
Congratulations to the Fall City Elementary’s Dinomites team,
with Lorenzo Perez, Luke Nieman, Will Desler, Chloe Barber,
and Oliver Lang, who earned this year’s District Championship
at the April 26 event. The Battle of the Books is an exciting
reading tradition that attracts hundreds of Snoqualmie Valley
participants in grades 3-5 each year, from all five SVSD
elementary schools. Students form teams and collectively
read approximately 14 books from a list the librarians select.
Over the course of several weeks of elimination rounds,
where the librarians quiz students on how well they know the
details of the stories, one team emerges from each school.
These teams then advance to the District event which never
fails to be a fun, nail-biting contest for students and parents!

Three SVSD Schools Earn 2012-13 Washington State Awards
Snoqualmie Valley schools continue to rank in the top percentage of schools in our state based on student
performance scores on state assessments. This year three SVSD schools earned special recognition from the Office
of the Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) and the State Board of Education.
Twin Falls Middle School (TFMS) earned a 2012 School of Distinction Award for outstanding improvement in
student achievement. This award recognized the top 5% of highest improving schools in our state, based on
sustained improvement in reading and math achievement over five years.
Snoqualmie Elementary School (SES) was named a Reward (High Progress) School by OSPI, placing among the
top 10% of Title One schools for sustained progress in reading and math student achievement over three years.
SES also earned a 2012 Washington Achievement Award for Progress.
Chief Kanim Middle School (CKMS) earned 2012 Washington Achievement Awards for Overall Excellence and
Science — for a 4th consecutive year! Based on the Measurements of Student Progress (MSP) state
assessments the previous spring (2011), Chief Kanim 8th graders earned the top average science score among
middle schools with more than 100 students.

Amazing Volunteers Support Our Schools
At the May 23 School Board meeting, the District expressed
gratitude for the incredible support it receives from volunteers
through Parent Teacher Student Associations (PTSAs). During the
course of the 2012-13 school year, volunteers logged over 37,679
hours of volunteer service (and we know there is probably much
more time that was not recorded). PTSA groups also sponsored
fun activities to raise funds to supplement school enrichment and
programs in the sum of $421,900.00 in donations this year! On
behalf of all of our students and staff that benefit from your
support, thank you!
Pictured at right, Opstad Elementary parent Paul Sprouse
accepts a certificate of appreciation from School Board Director
Marci Busby, on behalf of the school’s PTA.
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High Levels of Learning
U.S. News & World Report Ranks Mount Si Among “2013 Best High Schools”
US News and World Report ranked Mount Si High School among the highest performing schools
in our nation in its 2013 Best High Schools report. Mount Si earned a national and state ranking,
and was awarded a Silver Medal, in the publication’s annual review that recognizes
top-performing public high schools based on math and reading scores, and college readiness.
According to the report, Mount Si High School placed 38th out of 587 high schools in Washington
State. Nationwide, Mount Si High School ranked 1,349th out of 21,035 public high schools.
Mount Si High School also received a Silver Medal by U.S. News and World Report. According to
the report, 2% of high schools earned gold medals (10 in Washington), 7% earned silver medals (45 in WA), 13% earned
bronze medals (67 in WA), and 78% of schools in the nation did not qualify for this honor. For more information, go to:
www.usnews.com/education/best-high-schools/.

TFMS Student & Teacher to Attend Marine Science Field Workshops this Summer
Destination Catalina Island, California: Caelan Johnson, who just
completed 8th grade at Twin Falls Middle School (TFMS), has been accepted
into the High School Marine Lab Experience through the University of Southern
California’s (USC) Wrigley Marine Science Center this summer.
Johnson will join 19 other students on Catalina Island, California, for a weeklong fully-funded marine science program this summer from June 25-30, 2013.
Encouraged and highly recommended by his science teacher Katrina Alegado,
he was selected from over 90 applicants from around the United States for this
exciting opportunity to learn more about marine science.
Congratulations Caelan Johnson and
The 2013 summer program offers selected high school students opportunities
TFMS science teacher Katrina Alegado!
that incorporate field studies and an understanding of research and technology
used by the USC's Center for Deep Energy Biosphere Investigations (C-DEBI). The six-day program will engage students in
building and using Remotely Operated Vehicles (ROVs) to study marine sediments and the microbes living in these sediments.
Students will learn about oceanographic features such as currents and buoyancy and engage in water-based activities
(snorkeling, kayaking, and using ROVs) as well as land-based investigations. There is no cost to the students chosen for this
opportunity due to funding provided by C-DEBI, USC Sea Grant, and the Wrigley Institute for Environmental Studies.

Destination Honolulu and Oahu, Hawaii: TFMS science teacher Katrina Alegado also has exciting plans this summer.
She has been accepted into the EARTH (Education and Research: Testing Hypotheses) Teacher Workshop through Monterey
Bay Aquarium Research Institute (MBARI) www.mbari.org. She is one of only 20 selected from 44 teacher across the nation
who applied for this extra-ordinary professional development experience from July 14-19, 2013, in Honolulu, Hawaii. Over the
past three years, Alegado has been chosen for MBARI opportunities to study and travel (all expenses paid) to Alaska, North
Carolina, and now Hawaii this summer—to learn current research from scientists and create technology-rich lessons with other
educators to use in classrooms.
In addition, Alegado has also been accepted into the C-MORE program to study aboard a 5-day oceanographic research cruise,
also in Hawaii! As a 2013 Science Teachers Aboard Research SHIPS (STARS) member, she will board the Kilo Moana to join
the Hawaii Ocean Time-series (HOT) program where scientists have been working on making repeated observations of the
hydrography, chemistry and biology of the water column at a station north of Oahu, Hawaii since October 1988. STARS
participants will work alongside other teachers and scientists on activities that include hands-on deck sampling, processing and
analysis of samples in the lab, as well as classroom exercises and lectures. “I am super excited to learn from scientists in the
field this summer and bring this knowledge back for students and staff here in SVSD,” said Alegado.
Alegado is planning to teach a new professional development class for Snoqualmie Valley school staff at the District’s Summer
Learning Academy for teachers in August.
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Community Support for Education

Community Grants Awarded to Snoqualmie Valley Schools
Snoqualmie Valley schools have been awarded several grants this year — for Professional Development, STEM
Education, Van Access to Programming, and more Advanced Placement options for students. Ours thanks to the
generous community organizations who are helping support educational program initiatives in our district, and to
the parents who helped identify opportunities and apply for the grants on behalf of the district.

Snoqualmie Valley School District

Workforce Development Council of King County Grant
Recently, Mount Si High School was awarded a grant for more than $28,000 by the Workforce Development Council
of King County (WDC). Our district was one of only five districts to receive this funding. The grant will help fund
professional development, student programming and data analysis. Professional development will be directed at
student support such as advisories, easing ninth grade transitions, and building student leaders. The programs funded
will include an optional summer bridge program, a career/college fair, a student-to-student mentoring program, and
strategically expanding STEM Fest. In addition, the grant will provide PSAT testing for sophomores. Currently, Mount
Si High School administers the PSAT to juniors; National Merit Awards are determined by PSAT results taken during a
student’s junior year. By introducing students to the PSAT one year earlier, students will be able to utilize it as
practice. They will also gain access to career information embedded in the test results a year earlier, which can help
provide students a map to help determine course work or paths that are more directed towards their individual skills
and interests. Special thanks to two Snoqualmie parents, Nancy Baker, who researched, wrote and submitted the
grant application on behalf of Snoqualmie Valley schools, and Stephanie Hagar, who helped identify this opportunity
and set up the first meeting between the District and the WDC.

Garneau-Nicon Family Foundation Grant for Special Ed Program Van
The District was awarded a grant for $25,000 this spring from the Garneau-Nicon Family Foundation to purchase
an ADA-equipped van that can help transport all students in the Life Skills and Transition Learning Center programs,
some of whom use wheel chairs. The Snoqualmie Valley Schools Foundation also contributed $1,000 toward this
purchase. Special thanks to Parent Miranda Thorpe who helped apply for the grant. The Life Skills Program focuses
on everyday skills for Special Education students in our secondary schools, and the Transition Learning Center (TLC)
works with Special Education students ages 18-21. To help prepare these students for life after high school,
transportation is often needed to facilitate internships, work site experience, and community outings.

Google, College Board and DonorsChoose.org Grants for AP STEM Access Program
Three teachers from Mount Si High School received grants from Google, the College Board and DonorsChoose.org,
to participate in a new AP STEM Access Program. The goal of the program is to try to increase the number of
under-represented minority and female students participating in Advanced Placement (AP) courses within the
STEM disciplines. The grant will help pay for professional development, classroom materials, lab and technology
equipment, college-level textbooks, and other resources for AP Biology, AP Statistics and AP Computer Science
courses. This program will coordinate and streamline existing MSHS classes and hopefully help initiate new courses.
Snoqualmie Valley School District has been named to the AP Honor Roll for greater numbers of students taking
and passing AP exams for the last three years—one of only two districts in Washington to earn this distinction
three times! This grant will help further increase under-represented students taking the rigorous college-level AP
classes and passing the tests, continuing this momentum.

Snoqualmie Tribe Grant Support Local STEM Education
The Snoqualmie Tribe also awarded a $25,000 grant this year,
through the Snoqualmie Valley Schools Foundation, to the District
for the professional development of teachers associated with
Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM) education.
Announced earlier this spring, this grant will support training
opportunities for teachers establishing new STEM classes at the
Mount Si Freshman Campus opening in the fall.
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Parent and community patrons:
If you learn of a grant
opportunity that you think could
help our school district, please
send your information to:
grants@svsd410.org.

Around the District

SMS Earns 2013 GIVE GOOD Awards
The Snoqualmie Middle School student body was awarded a 2013
GIVE GOOD Award this spring for their volunteerism and positive
contributions to the Snoqualmie Valley community. They were
awarded the Youth Leadership Initiative category for their effort to
raise funds and awareness for the Fallen Heroes Project. The School
gave Everett artist Michael Reagan a donation of over $1,652.50 to
help provide the supplies and postage costs he needs for his efforts
to draw personalized portraits to honor the families of fallen soldiers
and provide each portrait as a gift to the families.

Parent Partnership Program Has Productive First Year
The Parent Partnership Program (PPP) started at the beginning of the 2012-13 school year as a program to support families
in our District who choose to school their children at home, but would like a partnership with local schools. The District
provides a meeting place, classroom resources, a certificated teacher to teach classes and assist with student learning plans,
and an opportunity for the local families to network. During its first year, the program served approximately 18 students in
grades K-5; enrollment for next fall is at 26 students already. If there is enough parent interest and commitment, the District
is also considering expanding the program to serve students in grades 6-8. For more details, see information online at
http://svsdppp.weebly.com/. If you have questions, please contact Amy Montanye-Johnson at johnsonad@svsd410.org.

Preschoolers with iPads Explore the World with the Eye of Ansel Adams
Opstad Elementary Preschool Teacher Suzanne Spuhler teaches her young students about a famous artist every month. With
the help of a classroom set of iPads, children ages 4-5 were able to transform concepts they learned in the classroom, into
their own works of black and white art. “We talked about how Ansel Adams took a camera everywhere he went, and that
black and white photography was what he liked most. We looked at his pictures and noticed how he would often focus on
one subject,” explained Spuhler. In small
groups, the kids were then escorted outside,
carefully equipped with iPads to find something
they wanted to photograph. iPads made it very
easy for the young students to frame the
subject, focus, and instantly see the results
they had captured. One photo from each
student was selected to print in black and
white. These were framed and displayed for
all Opstad visitors to
enjoy in an impressive
hallway art gallery.
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School District Business Update
The Business of our Schools
At the time this newsletter went to press, here are a few
updates regarding school operations:

Snoqualmie Valley School District



Contract Negotiations — The District is in
negotiations with all three unions that represent
SVSD school employees, to renew contracts that
expire August 31, 2013. The bargaining teams have
been busy meeting throughout May and June, with
productive discussions thus far. Check the district
website later this summer for updates.



North Bend Elementary 5th Graders
Hold Class in the Great Outdoors
All fifth graders in the Snoqualmie Valley schools look
forward to a special outdoor education experience —
also known as 5th Grade Camp. Rain or shine, classes
travel to various camps in the Olympic Peninsula of
Washington State with their teachers, where students
learn about the environment, up close.
Below, NBE students sing along at NatureBridge on the
shores of Lake Crescent in the Olympic National Park.

2013-14 Budget Development — Our District,
along with many other state-funded agencies, is
waiting for the Legislature to finalize the
Washington State budget, as their decisions will
significantly impact our District’s ability to plan
for and fund the operations of our schools.



Another Positive State Audit — For the eighth
consecutive year, the state auditor has found the
Snoqualmie Valley School District to be fully
compliant in its annual audit of the district’s
financial accountability.



Refinancing on Bonds Is Saving Taxpayers
Money — This spring, the District refinanced a
portion of its outstanding bonds from 2005, to
take advantage of favorable market conditions.
As a result, taxpayers will save $655,611 over the
remaining life of the bonds, for a 15.86% savings
on the refunded bonds.



“Outstanding” Bus Safety Inspection, Again —
The District’s Transportation Department earned
another outstanding safety inspection by the
Washington State Patrol. That makes eight years
of excellence!



School Board Bond Planning — The School
Board of Directors has been studying and
considering three potential scenarios intended to
address the enrollment growth in our district and
ensure our school facilities can deliver the
educational programming that students need.
The group has shared these preliminary ideas with
citizens during five recent Focus Group discussions,
plus an online E-Meeting. Next steps involve a
Board work session, most likely in July, to discuss
the feedback gathered from participants. As
planning continues in the coming months, more
opportunities will be provided for the public to learn
about and discuss solutions under consideration.
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Celebrating 2013 Retirements
The following SVSD staff announced their retirement
at the end of the 2012-13 school year:











Brian Bartlebaugh, Bus driver
Sylvia Evans, DO secretary
Joe Galaghan, MSHS counselor
Carol Gebhard, SMS instructional asst.
Vicki Hasting, FCES/CKMS instructional asst.
Jan Miller, FCES teacher
Greg Wallace, CKMS custodian
Jennifer Wetmore, CVES instructional asst.
Penelope Wood, MSHS teacher

Plus earlier this year…







Sandra Baker, SMS instructional asst.
Cheryl Fogelstrom, Bus driver
Mary Frohs, SMS teacher
Daryl Imm, DO maintenance
Pat Imm, TFMS teacher

Thank you for many years of dedicated service to
Snoqualmie Valley children and schools. Best wishes
for your next adventures in life!

Exploring Career Opportunities

A Successful First STEM Fest
Approximately 650 students, parents and teachers attended the first-ever STEM Fest event
at Mount Si High School, sponsored by PTSA, on February 11. Attendees learned about the
District's commitment to STEM education to better prepare all SVSD students for 21st Century
career and post-secondary education opportunities. STEM is a method of teaching that
integrates Science, Technology, Engineering and Math concepts with hands-on problem
solving and critical thinking skills needed to solve real-world problems. The event featured
guest speakers, hands-on student demonstrations, and information about classes currently
offered SVSD students, plus new curriculum planned for the fall of 2013.

Alumni Spotlight: Filmmaker Keith Rivers, Class of 2001
Our alumni feature for this newsletter is Keith Rivers, a Class of 2001 Mount Si High School graduate who is
now an accomplished filmmaker in Seattle. Last February, Rivers was the keynote guest speaker at the Mount
Si High School STEM Fest 2013. He shared his story with students, capturing their attention with very cool
videos he’s produced – along with advice to forge a meaningful career by doing something you love.
A 30 year-old North Bend native, Keith Rivers began making films at the ripe age of 12, using his father’s VHS camera. Starting
with early Monty Python parody films, Rivers evolved into directing extreme ski films for various competitions and festivals.
After graduating from Mount Si, he attended Western Washington University and then the Art Institute, graduating with a
degree in Film. Rivers began as an editor for Microsoft’s X-Box Live Marketplace and that position soon led to opportunities for
him to direct several Microsoft online campaigns (such as: Windows 8: The World is Ready, https://vimeo.com/54630939, and
Microsoft Surface, https://vimeo.com/43872222.) His extreme sports background and adventurous spirit has helped fuel his
energetic documentary style aesthetic, which is often accompanied by rich colors, a musical track, and highly stylized camera
techniques.
Rivers’ brand of unique storytelling can be seen in films and commercials for Chevrolet, Taco Bell, Microsoft, and Hershey's.
He has also done extensive work for non-profits like World Vision and directed music videos such as Alex Clare's "Too Close”
https://vimeo.com/49956233. (Watch this behind-the-scenes documentary that shows Rivers at work making the Alex Clare
music video: https://vimeo.com/48559543.) Whether he’s accepting an award in Cannes for his Chevy-commissioned “Seattle
to Yellowstone” piece, singing along with school kids in Bangladesh, or dangling a camera out of a helicopter over Washington’s
Cascade Mountains, Rivers has been hailed as a new generation of filmmakers who is pushing the boundaries of content.
How did your experience in our Snoqualmie Valley schools influence your career direction? “When I went to Mount Si High
School, I had dreams of being a professional skier and soccer player. I would head up to Snoqualmie Pass after school and on
the weekends with a Sony TRV-510 video camera and record tricks, cliffs, and steep lines. Then I would bring the footage to
school during my Video Production class and edit it to my favorite music, alongside my friend Christopher Mangano, who was
also making short films. I think we both felt a strong passion at a young age to be filmmakers, without any idea that it could
eventually become a career choice, or that we were practicing writing, shooting, editing, and directing that we’d use later.”
What advice would you give to students in school today? “Find what you love to do and just do that. Look at every class you
take and find relevance to how that can help you get better at that thing you love. If you're taking a chemistry class but you
love sculpting, find a way to incorporate that science into art. Try new things
and don’t be afraid to fail. You'll start to develop a love and appreciation for
many different facets of life and this will open your eyes to many different
things around you.”

Recording a music video at the Moore Theater.

What’s next for Rivers? Future projects include a slate of commercials lined
up over the next 6-12 months. He’s also selling a TV show about American
Idols after the Idol show, which dives into the struggles they face to succeed
musically, as well as developing a couple of ideas that could eventually lead
into feature films. On May 1, 2013, he also released his second music album
titled "Keith Rivers, The Black Mp3" on iTunes. Rivers lives in Seattle with his
wife, a nurse. He likes music, running, reading, writing, singing, skiing, hiking,
and rock climbing.
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Much to Celebrate in our Schools
“Words for Thirds” Kiwanis Program

Snoqualmie Valley School District

Voter Registration Deadline is July 8
Two SVSD School Board positions will be up for
election in November. Since there are four candidates
running for one of the positions, Director District 4, a
vote in the August 6 Primary election will be needed
to determine the two top contenders. (Only one
candidate is running for the Director District 1 seat.)
ALL voters in our school district elect ALL the school
board positions, and they make decisions for all SVSD
students. Register at http://www.kingcounty.gov/
elections and remember to vote by August 6.

Two Rivers Students Help the Homeless
with Hearty Homemade Meals
When a winter homeless shelter was piloted in North
Bend earlier this year by a community group, Two Rivers
high school students wanted to help. Together they
planned, prepared and delivered several hot and hearty
meals to the nearby church where those who needed
shelter could lodge for the night.

Many thanks to Snoqualmie Valley Kiwanis members
for their annual donation of a dictionary for every
third grader in our District! It was an exciting day to
witness at Cascade View Elementary (pictured above)
when deliveries were made of the coveted volumes
that students got to keep and take home. Many
teachers also designed lessons to help hone their
students’ skills of how to effectively use a dictionary.

For more news from the
Snoqualmie Valley School District,
sign up to receive E-News (email
notifications). Go to the District website
at: www.svsd410.org, click on E-News
and enter your email address—choose the
District and one or all schools,
as you prefer.

Washington State PTSA Honors Exemplary Service to Our Schools
2012-13 Golden Acorn Awards:

2012-13 Outstanding Educator:

Congratulations to two tireless parent volunteers
—Lori Hollasch and Cathy Renner— who were
honored with Golden Acorn Awards by the
Washington State Parent Teacher Student
Association, in recognition of their volunteer time,
talents and enthusiastic support of our schools.
As co-presidents of the Mount Si PTSA this year,
Hollasch and Renner orchestrated the first-ever
STEM FEST at Mount Si High School, to showcase
opportunities in our schools and help raise
awareness about the importance of STEM
education for students today.
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Mount Si High School
teacher Karen Schotzko
received the 2012-13
Washington State PTA
Outstanding Educator
award. Schotzko oversees
English Language Learner
(ELL) students and has
been commended for her
dedication to helping her
students succeed.

Summer Resources

FREE Summer Meals and Snacks for Kids...and School Supplies
Do you, or someone you know, need help with summer meals or school supplies for
students?
Free Summer Meals are available to all children and teens (18 years and younger) at
locations around the state. No proof of income, address or citizenship is ever required. To
find a summer meals program near you, go online to: ParentHelp123.org or call the toll free
number 1-888-436-6392.
2013-14 School Supplies Program: Our school district no longer receives free backpacks with
school supplies to distribute at the beginning of the year to needy families. Instead, Hopelink
is sponsoring a School Supply Program for several school districts. Low income families must
register online to receive supplies for the 2013-14 school year, while supplies last. The
registration deadline is August 6th. Click here to register: Hopelink. (If you have questions,
please contact: SchoolSupplies@hope-link.org or call 425-869-6000.)

2013 School Board Directors

Mount Si Spring Plant Sale
is a Growing Tradition
Each year, Horticulture and Environmental Science students at
Mount Si High School are busy planting and growing bedding
plants, perennials and vegetable starts, and beautiful hanging
baskets to share with others. These students also create the flower
baskets that the cities of North Bend and Snoqualmie use to adorn
their sidewalks throughout the summer. At the annual Mount Si
Plant Sale each May, all proceeds benefit the high school’s
Horticulture Education program. Local gardeners: be sure to save
the date next year for the weekend preceding Mother’s Day!







Scott Hodgins, District 1 (President)
Geoff Doy, District 2 (VP)
Carolyn Simpson, District 3
Marci Busby, District 4
Dan Popp, District 5

School Board meetings are typically held every other
Thursday at 6:30 pm, at Snoqualmie City Hall. The
public is always invited to attend.
For information regarding the Snoqualmie Valley
School Board, visit the district website at:
www.svsd410.org. You’ll find board meeting dates,
agendas and materials, minutes and podcasts of past
meetings, director contact information, and school
district policies.

District Office Summer Hours
Snoqualmie Valley public schools are now closed for
summer. The District Office (8001 Silva Avenue SE
in Snoqualmie) will remain open during summer
months. Starting July 12 through August 9, summer
hours of operation are: Mondays through Thursdays,
7am-5pm; closed on Fridays. During the summer,
new students should enroll at the District Office.

For Back-to-School Information, visit the district website at: www.svsd410.org.
Parents, also watch for a back-to-school newsletter in your mail mid-August.
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2013-14 Snoqualmie Valley School District Directory
Elementary Schools:

Middle Schools:

Cascade View Elementary
425-831-4100
34816 S.E. Ridge St.
Snoqualmie, WA 98065
Ray Wilson, Principal

Chief Kanim Middle School
425-831-8225
32627 Redmond-Fall City Rd.
P.O. Box 639
Fall City, WA 98024
Kirk Dunckel, Principal
Beth Castle, Assistant Principal

Fall City Elementary
425-831-4000
33314 S.E. 42nd
Fall City, WA 98024
Dan Schlotfeldt, Principal
North Bend Elementary
425-831-8400
400 E. 3rd Street
North Bend, WA 98045
Jim Frazier, Principal
Opstad Elementary
425-831-8300
1345 Stilson Ave. S.E.
North Bend, WA 98045
Amy Wright, Principal
Snoqualmie Elementary
425-831-8050
39801 S.E. Park St.
Snoqualmie, WA 98065
Kerstin Kramer, Principal

High School:

Twin Falls Middle School
425-831-4150
46910 S.E. Middle Fork Road
North Bend, WA 98045
Ruth Moen, Principal
Martin Barber, Assistant Principal

Alternative Programs:
Two Rivers School
425-831-4200
330 Ballarat Ave. N.
North Bend, WA 98045
Amy Montanye-Johnson, Principal
Parent Partnership Program 425-831-4200
Erika Ribary, Program Coordinator
Mount Si Online Academy 425-831-8142
Robert Znak, Program Coordinator

Mount Si High School
Main Office: 425-831-8100
8651 Meadowbrook Way S.E. Attendance: 425-831-8200
Snoqualmie, WA 98065
Counseling: 425-831-8150
John Belcher, Head Principal
Greg Hart, Associate Principal
Cindy Wilson, Assistant Principal
Mount Si Freshman Campus
425-831-8450
9200 Railroad Ave. S.E., Snoqualmie, WA 98065
Vernie Newell, Principal

Administrative Office:
8001 Silva Ave. S.E.
P.O. Box 400
Snoqualmie, WA 98065

Joel Aune, Superintendent
Don McConkey, Assistant Superintendent
Jeff Hogan, Executive Director, Technology
Ryan Stokes, Director, Business Services
Nancy Meeks, Director, Student Services
Beverly Root, Director, Personnel
Jim Garhart, Supervisor, Transportation
Carl Larson, Supervisor, Operations
Pat Reilly, Supervisor, Food Services
Carolyn Malcolm, Public Information

District website: www.svsd410.org
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phone: 425-831-8000
fax: 425-831-8040
www.svsd410.org
425-831-8000
425-831-8018
425-831-8019
425-831-8011
425-831-8015
425-831-8000
425-831-8020
425-831-8005
425-831-8009
425-831-8423

