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Message from the Superintendent:  Happy New Year! 
 

This edition of our district newsletter features the work and accomplishment of our schools 
during the first half of the school year.  In it, you will also learn about what we expect to 
achieve in the months to come.  We are celebrating some impressive gains in graduation 
rates, due in part to several new initiatives focused on supporting struggling learners and      
at-risk students in our schools (page 2).  On pages 6-7 you will find an extensive update on 
our capital projects program, and how proceeds from last year’s bond proposition are being 
utilized to improve school facilities and infrastructure.  We have been working to lower class 
size, implement a STEM curriculum in the elementary grades, prudently manage the budget, 
and lay the groundwork for upcoming negotiations with the teachers association.  

 

This publication also offers a snapshot of the accomplishments of our schools and students.  But this is just a  
snapshot — to learn more about our schools, I urge you to visit the District website at: www.svsd410.org and sign 
up to receive E-News for District and school updates throughout the year.   
 

Thank you for your continued support of our schools. 

Superintendent  
Joel Aune 

 

Parent/Child Reading Workshops Teach Activities to Encourage Reading at Home 
 
Zap It, Flip It, Sort It, Swat It, Word Family Cups, 
Concentration and Make a Sentence were a few  
of the activities featured during Parent/Child  
Reading Workshops in December at all Snoqualmie 
Valley elementary schools.  The workshops         
provided parents with tools and activities to help 
encourage young readers at home.  Parents and 
kids were invited to explore 17 different stations, 
playing games together that focused on sight 
words and word families.  During a Book Walk, 
each child got a free new book to take home,  
while parents received a packet with ideas for 
reading at home.  The King County Library was   
also on hand to share resources and local events. 
Reading workshops will be offered again in May.   

 

http://www.svsd410.org
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Improving Graduation Rates 

Graduation Rate Reaches 92% 
 

Snoqualmie Valley’s graduation rate has climbed to 92%, as the District   
recently reported to the Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction 
(OSPI).  This is the District’s highest graduation rate for students finishing 
high school on time (in four years) since the state officially began reporting 
a graduation rate that follows the same cohort of students over time.  This 
marks the fourth straight year of gains for the District.  
 

Additionally, Snoqualmie Valley’s extended graduation rate, which looks at students who finished their   
requirements in five years, reached 91.8% for the Class of 2014.  See the charts below of Snoqualmie       
Valley’s on-time and extended graduation rates over the past four years.  
 

“What is most exciting about this data, is that it means more Snoqualmie Valley students are achieving   
success, not just in school but in preparation for life.  I commend the educators at all grade levels whose        
relentless dedication to helping students learn and grow, every day, is paying off,” said Superintendent    
Joel Aune. “These improving graduation rates are indeed a cause for celebration.  And at the same time,   
we remain committed to doing even better — to ensure ALL students experience success.” 
 

A key objective of the District’s Strategic Plan is to help all students graduate on time.  In 2014, an On Time 
Graduation Task Force, comprised of 25 educators, launched a six-month study to interview students,    
evaluate current systems, and extensively research best practices.  As a result, the committee identified  
several factors — related to individual, school, family and community — that have posed a barrier to grad-
uation success for some, and developed a three-year plan that focuses on bolstering support for struggling 
learners.  New initiatives are focusing on excessive absenteeism, lack of student engagement, social and 
emotional readiness to learn, grading practices, and early prevention to supplement remediation programs.   
 

To name a few of the new District programs being added… An early warning 
system was developed to look at risk factors and data to help identify         
students who may need extra support.  A dynamic new instructional coaching 
model is supporting great teaching in all SVSD classrooms.  All schools are 
implementing a comprehensive positive behavior framework.  Plus, a core 
group of staff are being trained this year on AVID, a nationally-recognized 
college/career readiness program that will be offered to students next year. 

Most recent data reported to the Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) in October 2015.   
OSPI typically updates graduation data on its School Report Card website the following spring.  For comparison,    
the Washington State average graduation rate was 77.2% (Class of 2014) and 79% (5-year, Class of 2013).  

Snoqualmie Valley School District Graduation Rates — Comparison of Past Four Years   
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High School Highlights 

 Mount Si Scholars Honored for Exceptional AP Achievement  
 

An unprecedented number of Mount Si High School students —125— have earned 2015 Advanced Placement (AP) 
Scholar awards for their exceptional performance on multiple AP exams they took last spring.  Participation and  
performance from Mount Si students on the rigorous college-level AP exams continue to climb each year.  In 2011, 
for example, 29 distinguished Mount Si students were recognized as AP Scholars, followed by 58 AP Scholars named 
in 2012, 100 awarded in 2013, and 112 scholars honored in 2014.  In 2015, the following 125 students were named 
as AP Scholars for their achievement on multiple exams.  Congratulations:   
 

2015 AP Scholars (60) who earned scores of 3 or higher on three or more AP exams:  Nicholas Ashton, Bianca 
Backman, Allison Barry, Abigail Bateman, Brianna Bilotta, Madison Brown, Samuel Burrows, Dylan Cannon,     
Autumn Capper, Steve Chang, Gretchen Chase, Ana Constantin, Ioan Constantin, Cody Copitzky, Austin Craig, 
Thomas Crozier, Hannah Curd, Elizabeth Dowling, Mykaela Gardner, Jackson Gillard, Emilia Glaser, Canara     
Heinke, Griffon Higgins, Sean Hoeger, Melissa Hruska, Karlie Hurley, Samantha Inman, Dylan Johnson, Hayden 
Kajercline, Samuel Kirby, Sarah Kirschner, Samuel Kramer, Elijah Magnan, Mckensi McClellan, Tyler McConnell, 
Kelly McCracken, Anna McCreadie, Erin Mcmeekin, Andrew Melkonian, Jacob Mills, Megan Morrell, Jack         
Mulligan, Alexander Nelson, Andrew Oakley, Mason Ou, Rahul Rajkumar, Vishnu Rathnam, Bailey Rosenberger, 
Andrew Schmitt, Royce Schwartzenberge, Donavan See, Micah Smith, Jackson Stokes, Brock Toney, Jacob Turpin, 
Eric Virta, Jacob Wachtendonk, Natalie Weidenbach, Colby Weldon and Nicole Wood.  
 

2015 AP Scholars with Honors (26) were granted to students who earned an average score of at least 3.25 on   
all AP exams  taken, AND scores of 3 or higher on four or more exams:  Adrienne Barnhart, Colby Bentley, Jack   
Clemens, Robert Crittenden, Jordan Hartman, Sean Hyland, Dana Korssjoen, Sara Lamos, Abigale Lord, Shawn 
Masters, Alden McFadden, Ryan Moore, Natasha Ng, Elizabeth Prewitt, Audrey Rodriguez, Victoria Shim, Renee 
Spear, Paul Stedman, Katherin Sullivan, Olivia Swanson, Anthony Tassielli, Kaitlyn Van Cise, Maria Villegas,      
Natalie Werner, Samuel Yoshikawa and Judy Zhu. 
 

2015 AP Scholars with Distinction (39) scored at least 3.5 on all AP exams taken, AND 3 or higher on five or 
more of these exams:  Jessica Bone, Veronique Bourgault, Jessica Brady, Angus Brookes, Trystan Cannon, Amber   
Caudle, Jason Chapman, Benjamin Cosgrove, Madison Fougere, Callahan Gillard, Wesley Gomersall, Kyle Grate, 
Matthew Griffin, Ryan Hartman, Alexander Johns, Emily Johns, Emily Keene, William Kramer, Elizabeth Larson, 
Naomi Litwack-Lang, Hallie Lynn, James Marshall, Rachel Massey, Paige McCall, Kaitryn McDade, Nicole Mostofi, 
Meg Myers, Kerry Perberton, Mackenzie Popp,  Amy Proctor, Kevin Pusich, Hannah Rovito, Tyler Stuber,       
Ruary Thompson, Wesley Trader, Zoe Virta, Zachary Williams, Elle Wilson and Ursula Woods. 
 

2015 National AP Scholars are among the highest distinctions in this program granted to U.S. students who 
earned an average score of at least 4 on all AP exams taken, AND earned 4 or higher on eight or more exams.     
Congratulations:  Benjamin Cosgrove, Ryan Hartman, Rachel Massey, Kevin Pusich and Ursula Woods.  

Mount Si Girls Cross Country 
team (right) made school history by 

winning both the KingCo 4A League &  
District championships, then won 3rd  

in State! Also, Coach Christine Kjenner 
is the KingCo 4A Coach of the Year. 

As a graduation requirement, MSHS 
seniors research their career goals 

then present Culminating Projects 
to underclassmen and teachers.          
At left, Steve Chang answers questions    
about his plan to become a lawyer.  
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MSHS Class of 2016 National Merit Scholars 
 

Six Mount Si High School seniors were named National Merit 
Scholars by the College Board for their outstanding academic 
promise, based on their high scores on the PSAT exam which  
students across the nation take the fall of their junior year.  
 

Dana Korssjoen and Emilie Reitz scored in the top 1% of 1.5    
million students who take the exam each year, earning the      
distinction of National  Merit Semifinalists and will continue in 
the scholarship program.  Abigail Bateman, James Jacobson,   
Hayden Kajercline and Ruary Thompson were named National 
Merit Commended Students for scoring in the top 5%.  Their   
portraits will be added to Mount Si’s prestigious “Wall of Fame” 
joining scholars from previous years in the school’s main hallway. 

Congratulations to Mount Si’s 2016 National Merit Scholars 
(pictured left to right): Ruary Thompson, James Jacobson, Abigail 

Bateman, Dana Korssjoen, Emilie Reitz and Hayden Kajercline.  

Snoqualmie Valley Schools Foundation Supports Classroom Innovation  
 

The Snoqualmie Valley Schools Foundation raised over  
$18,900  during its Fall “All in For Kids” Fundraising campaign.  
Special thanks to all who donated to these efforts to help 
fund Classroom Innovation grants.  While the Foundation   
was not able to fill all teacher grants requested (totalling 
$60,000 this year), they  were pleased to be able to fund       at 
least one project in every Snoqualmie Valley school.       Visit 
the Schools Foundation website at svsfoundation.org    for a 
complete list  of grants funded or to make a donation.  

Save the date:  The “Small Hands      
to Big Plans” Schools Foundation 
Luncheon is March 17, 2016 is at TPC 
Snoqualmie Ridge.  Join a community 
celebration of great work happening   
in Snoqualmie Valley schools, while 
helping raise funds for district-wide   
initiatives that benefit every student. 
 

Pictured from the left, Schools Foundation 

board members Susan Kingsbury-Comeau 

and Cheryl Duncan pose with last year’s 

Educators of the Year: Tony Canady 

(MSHS), Karen Seiser (NBES), Renee Gray 

(CKMS) and Melanie Christian (SES), 

along with Superintendent Joel Aune      

at the 2015 Foundation luncheon. 

 

Do you know a teacher who has 
made a positive difference in  

your student’s life?   
 

Nominate him/her as a 2016 Educator 
of the Year.  Nominations are due by 

February 5 at: www.svsfoundation.org.   

http://www.svsfoundation.org
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Lowering Class Sizes  

Snoqualmie Valley on AP District Honor Roll — a 6th Consecutive Year! 

Hour of Code Engages All Ages in Computer Science  
 

Snoqualmie Valley         
students of all ages         
are learning computer         
programming as part of a 
nationwide initiative called 
Hour of Code.   
 

This year’s event involved  
a team of 54 high school 
students visiting 112   
classrooms throughout the 
District to teach simple 

coding lessons geared to all grade levels.  As a result, a total of 146 hours of 
coding enabled more than 3600 students to experience computer science!   
 

This is the third year that Mount Si High School 
Computer Science Teacher Kyle Warren has helped 
orchestrate Hour of Code activities for Snoqualmie 
Valley students. The Hour of Code provides fun, 
simple coding lessons with the hope that more   
students may be interested in choosing computer 
science coursework during their education. 

The national College Board has named the Snoqualmie Valley School District on its   

prestigious 2015 Advanced Placement (AP) District Honor Roll.  This year, 
Snoqualmie Valley is among just 10 districts in Washington State and among 425       
public school districts nationwide who were named on the 2015 District AP Honor Roll.  
Snoqualmie Valley is also the ONLY school district in Washington State — and, one     
of only five districts in the nation — to earn this prestigious award for the past six       
consecutive years!  This distinction recognizes districts for simultaneously increasing 
participation in rigorous AP courses for a broader number of students while maintaining 
or improving the rate at which its AP students earned scores of 3 or higher on AP exams.   

 

See more Hour of Code photos in a slide show at: www.svsd410.org.  

Class Sizes are Smaller! 
 

“Snoqualmie Valley class sizes this 
school year are among the smallest 
the District has seen in years,”    
reported Assistant Superintendent 
of Finance and Operations Ryan 
Stokes, during a November 12     
report to the School Board. 
 

At all grade levels , SVSD class sizes 
are also lower than the state-funded 
class size levels. District-wide     
2015-16 average class sizes are: 
 

 SVSD elementary school = 22.8            
— state funded level is 23.7 for 
grades K-3 and 27.0 for grades 4-5; 

 SVSD middle school = 24.4 
(adjusted for teacher teaming  

model) — state funded level is 28.0; 

 SVSD high school = 24.9            
— state funded level is 28.5. 

 

Reducing class size has been a     
budget priority for the District, after 
several years of state funding cuts.   
 

The state funds approximately 70% 
of teacher-related costs, so these 
improvements are due, in large 
part, to the community’s support   
of the Educational Programs and 
Operations (EP&O) levy every four 
years — support that has allowed 
the District to pay competitive    
wages and hire additional staff to 
further reduce class size.  
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School Bond Projects 

Update on Elementary School #6 Construction, 

Mount Si High School Design Work,  

and Other Districtwide Capital Improvements 
 

The following two pages highlight some key accomplishments to date, and 
the exciting work that continues on projects funded by the 2015 school 
bond which passed voter approval last February. The three key components 
of the $244.4 million bond, aimed at improving school facilities and creating 
more space to serve the District’s growing student population, include: 
 

 New elementary school construction 

 Mount Si High School rebuild and expansion                                      
(which will enable a third middle school to be reinstated) 

 District-wide improvements to existing schools/systems  

Constructing a New Elementary School — to Open by Fall of 2016 
 

Since breaking ground on the project last April, there has   
been steady progress on building a new elementary school, 
located at 34412 SE Swenson Drive in Snoqualmie (at the    
corner of Swenson and Snoqualmie Parkway).  To reduce costs 
and save time, the new school adapts the design of Cascade 
View Elementary School to property the District owned.   
 

The site is evolving every day, so don’t miss the opportunity    
to drive by and witness history in the making!   

 

Construction Status — The project is running on time and on budget. Phase 1 (site development) has been 
completed and Phase 2 (building construction) is well underway. Current activities include: adding external 
walls, trusses, ice/water shield underlay and roofing; installing HVAC ductwork, insulation, and sheet rock; 
and making preparations for water service, sewer, fire, electrical, data, piping and wire conduits throughout. 
Detailed progress reports with photos are posted every 1-2 weeks to the district website. 
 

New Attendance Boundaries — New attendance boundaries were approved for all six elementary  
schools in the District in November.  The boundaries will go into effect in the fall.  Also, a “feeder plan” was 
approved for the future, when there will be six elementary schools “feeding” into three middle schools   
(two into each) by the fall of 2019.  
 

Principal Named to Lead New School — In November, Amy 
Wright, who is currently the principal at Opstad Elementary, 
accepted the principal position for the new school. The process 
to hire her replacement at OES will take place this spring. 
 

Naming the New School — At the time this newsletter went 
to press, the process for naming Elementary School #6 was 
nearing conclusion.  The public was invited to nominate names, 
as well as comment on a shortened list of options.  The School 
Board is making the final decision on the name.    
             Stay tuned... 

Check out more  
information, photos and 

videos regarding the 
School Bond Projects  

at: www.svsd410.org.               

 

Photo taken January 9, 2016 

 

January 14, 2016 aerial photo  
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Improving School Facilities 

Rebuilding & Expanding Mount Si High School: Design Work Nearing Completion 

Elementary #6 Next Steps…  
 

With seven months to go, construction will continue at a steady pace to    
ensure the school is ready to open by August.  The District will also be busy 
with the following activities in the coming months:  staffing considerations  
for all elementary schools; hiring specialist positions that will be needed;  
program development; forming a PTSA; and equipping the school with       
furniture, curriculum and technology. 

View from ES#6 Office to Library, January 8, 2016 

The rendering above shows the front bird’s eye view of the new 
design. From this view, the Performing Arts Center is on the left; 
the Gym is in the center; and the majority of the school runs 
along Meadowbrook Way.  
 

To minimize student disruption, shorten the construction 
time and improve the overall design, the plan calls for    
building the new school where the current front parking lot 
and baseball field are now located.  Compare images at left. 
 

Phase 1 of construction (April 2017- August 2019) will focus 
on 90% of construction. In fall of 2019, the new building and 
gym will be completed and ready to serve all students in 
grades 9-12.  To continue to focus support for freshmen     
during their transition year into high school, a new freshman 
building is part of the new school.  Also in fall of 2019, the 
District will convert the Freshman Campus into a middle 
school, bringing a 3rd middle school back online for students 
in grades 6-8.  
 

Phase 2 (June 2019-January 2021) involves demolishing the 
old school and adding parking lots, bus lanes and baseball 
fields on the south side of the property.  The final step is to 
demolish the old gym and build a new Performing Arts    
Center, then replacing the old auditorium with new parking. 

Approved Mount Si High School conceptual design 

See page 9 for an update on improvements to other schools in the District, also funded by the 2015 school bond. 

Current aerial view of MSHS  

The District is currently in the design develop-
ment phase of planning for a new modernized 
and expanded Mount Si High School on the 
school’s main campus property (located at 8651 
Meadowbrook Way SE, Snoqualmie).  Working 
with architects and the High School Design 
Team (comprised of staff, students, parents and 
administrators), the new school will serve up   
to 2,300 students in grades 9-12.  It is being   
designed to be elevated above floodway levels, 
with three-story buildings on top of ground-
level parking, and sweeping views of the        
surrounding mountains.  
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Project-Based Learning 

Growing Fund Balance = Higher Bond Rating 
 

A report on the District’s 2014-15 General Fund, presented at the   
December 10 School Board meeting, shared positive news that the 
Fund Balance ended higher than anticipated.  This was due to an     
accumulation of positive variances in several areas of operation.   
 

Snoqualmie Valley’s fund balance, as a percentage of revenues, is  
now at 10.5% (up from 8.7% in 2013-14), which is consistent with           
comparable school districts. 
 

The fund balance is an important indicator of financial stability in a 
district.  It represents a one-time source of funds for unanticipated  
expenditures or repairs, funding to absorb additional costs associated 
with new facilities, and in recent years, a source of funding to attempt 
to reduce the impacts of state funding cuts.  In addition to reserving 
funds for opening the new school, having a healthy fund balance is 
important to improving the District’s bond rating — which saves     
taxpayers money by lowering interest rates (borrowing costs).  
 

As a result of prudent financial planning, the District was able to      
leverage these positive variances and make significant enhancements 
to districtwide programming and educational development.  This fall, 
the District added assistant principals to the elementary schools and 
hired 20 additional teachers to further reduce class size, provide      
instructional coaching and supports to classroom teachers, launch       
a new STREAM (gifted) class for elementary grades, and expand      
programs such as special education and the Parent Partnership       
Program (homeschool support).  This represents an additional annual 
investment into the District of approximately $2 million. 

Project Lead the Way STEM Education Expands to Grades K-5 

E-Safety Education  
 

With an increasing reliance on mobile        
devices, social networking, texting  
and cell phones, everyone needs to    
be better informed about the dangers 
involved and how best to instill       
practices that will keep students safe. 
 

To raise awareness around the         
important topic of E-Safety, the District 
invited Stephanie Thomas, Victim    
Advocate with the Seattle Police      
Internet Crimes Against Children Unit, 
to present at all Snoqualmie Valley 
schools. Topics included cyber-bullying, 
teens as targets, social networking, 
online posting, dangers of sexting and 
safety tips.  She spoke with all students 
grades 6-12 in October, and is           
continuing outreach to all 4th and 5th  
graders at the elementary schools in 
2016.  In addition, two Parent E-Safety 
Nights have also been offered to      
provide parents with resources and 
answer questions about this ongoing 
challenge.  
 

This initiative was funded by the 
Snoqualmie Valley Schools Foundation. 

With hands-on project-based learning, Project Lead The Way (PLTW) 
helps students develop critical thinking and collaboration skills to   
prepare them for real-world challenges.  This world-class curriculum 
and teacher professional development promotes science literacy for 
all students.  For a few years, secondary students in Snoqualmie     
Valley schools have enjoyed Project Lead the Way courses that puts 
into practice the Next Generation Science Standards, technology,    
engineering and math application.  

 
 

 

This year, elementary students also have access to Project Lead 
The Way programming! Support from the Snoqualmie Valley 
Schools Foundation helped purchase the program for all 5th  
graders in the District, plus PTSA groups at all the elementary 
schools have invested in expanding the Science, Technology,   
Engineering, Math (STEM) program to other grade levels.  In    
addition, many Snoqualmie Valley teachers have embraced the 
intensive professional development required by Project Lead    
the Way. 
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What’s Happening in our Schools? 

Making Facility Improvements to Existing Schools/Systems  

Continued from page 7… The school bond provided funding for several projects need-
ed to maintain existing school facilities, replace aging systems, and add safety up-
grades throughout the District.  Many projects were completed last summer, at       a 
time that minimizes disruption to learning.  These projects included:  NBE roof           
replacement, SES roof repairs, new NBE/FCES fire alarms, new SES Boiler, new   
portables at FCES/SES/OES, weatherization/painting at FCES/SES/OES, FC server  
upgrade, TRS fence, bus parking lot repairs, CKMS stairway repairs, and expanded 
areas for CKMS counseling and TFMS Life Skills program.   
 

In addition, a new security system was installed last summer to be tested at the  
Freshman Campus this year.  It has enhanced emergency notifications, door lock      
capabilities, cameras, and a new visitor management system.  The District plans to roll 
the system out to other schools after this trial year.  Planning for a new SES Gym also 
began last summer, with construction planned for this upcoming summer of 2016.   
 

Remaining improvement projects, funded by the bond, will continue to be planned, 
designed and implemented over the next few years.  

 

Come Work with Us! 
 

WANTED:  

Substitute Teachers,  
School Bus Drivers,  

Cooks and Custodians  
 

The Snoqualmie Valley      
School District is always      
looking to hire caring and     
capable professionals to    
serve as substitute teachers, 
bus drivers, paraeducators,      
cooks, custodians and     
maintenance specialists.  
 

The Transportation Depart-
ment provides paid School 
Bus Driver Training for       
eligible applicants. 

 

To apply, please visit the  
Job Opportunities link  

on the District website: 
www.svsd410.org.  

 

Equal Opportunity Employer 

Innovative School Menus  
Reveal Nutritional Value  
 

Snoqualmie Valley schools, in partnership with Chartwells K-12, introduced 
a new online tool this year, called Nutrislice.  School breakfast and lunch 
menus are now more interactive, informative and accessible!  Families can 
see a photo and description of menu items; access nutritional details like 
calories and carb counts; filter items for common food allergens like nuts, 
wheat and dairy; and translate menus into a number of languages.  

 

To explore this new feature, visit the District website or any 
school website, select Lunch Menu and the red apple icon. Or, 
download the free Nutrislice app, available at the App Store. 

 

Two Days to Make Up 
for School Closures  

 

Two days have been   
added to the 2015-16 
school calendar to 
make up time missed 
during school closures 
on December 9-10.           
 

  Classes will be in session:  

 Friday, May 27, 2016 
 Friday, June 17, 2016 

 

(Since winter is not over   
yet, the week of June      
20-24 is designated for 
additional make-up days,   
if needed.) 

Rotary Club Recognizes Exemplary Students of the Quarter 
 

The Rotary Club of 
Snoqualmie Valley      

recently honored the 
following Mount Si High 

School seniors as        
Students of the Quarter:  

Dayna Boord and  
Reid Lutz were 1st  

quarter recipients, and   
Jack Mulligan and  

Emilie Reitz were 2nd 

quarter awardees. 
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Honoring the Past 

 

2015-16 Snoqualmie Valley  
Board of Directors: 

         

 Marci Busby  
 Geoff Doy 

 Tavish MacLean 

 Dan Popp 

 Carolyn Simpson 

 

The public is always welcome to School Board 
meetings.  Meetings are typically held every other 
Thursday at 6:30 p.m. at Snoqualmie City Hall (38624 
SE River Street, Snoqualmie, WA 98065).  For more 
School Board information, visit the District website: 
www.svsd410.org.  Select District Information then 
School Board to find: meeting dates, agendas,          
materials; minutes and podcasts of past meetings;  
director contact information; and District policies. 

On December 15 and 16, Superintendent Aune and 
Snoqualmie Valley School Board directors met with 
state legislators: Representative Chad Magendanz 
and Senator Mark Mullet to discuss key education 
priorities in advance of the 2016 legislative session. 

Snoqualmie Valley Schools Honor Local Veterans  
 

At Veterans Day assemblies, 
students and staff take  
great care and pride to pay 
tribute to those who have 
served our country. 

High School Student 
Representatives  
on the Board: 

 Baly Botten 

 Adya Kumar 

School Board Urges State Legislators      
to Fully Fund Public Education 

Pre-Bargaining Collaboration: Trying a Different Approach this Year 
 

To prepare for upcoming contract negotiations, the bargaining team from the District and the Snoqualmie     
Valley Education Association (SVEA), which represents certificated staff/teachers, is trying a different approach. 
The team has invited a mediation consultant from the Public Employees Relations Commission (PERC) to help 
train them on a process called Interest Based Bargaining.  Since last May, they have spent about 20 hours       
together on pre-bargaining work that includes training on the process, defining group norms and roles, and  
determining which districts may be used for comparative research. Bargaining will “officially” begin in February 
and the teams already have over 60 hours of meetings scheduled this school year, with the hope of reaching 
agreement on a new contract in a timely manner.  The current SVEA contract runs through August 31, 2016.     
 

Unfortunately, inadequate state funding for education continues to create significant challenges for school   
districts and school employees across the state — as reported extensively in the media last fall.  Even as         
uncertainties around school funding continue at the state level during the current legislative session,  
Snoqualmie Valley’s bargaining team remains committed to achieving a timely contract settlement. 
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To learn more about Snoqualmie Valley schools, visit www.svsd410.org. 

   

Community Connections 

Elementary Schools: 
 

Cascade View Elementary  

425-831-4100 

34816 S.E. Ridge St.  

Snoqualmie, WA  98065 

   Ray Wilson, Principal 

   Kaaren Kim, Asst. Principal  
 

Fall City Elementary  

425-831-4000 

33314 S.E. 42nd 

Fall City, WA  98024 

    Monica Phillips, Principal 

    Kaaren Kim, Asst. Principal  
 

North Bend Elementary  

425-831-8400 

400 E. 3rd Street  

North Bend, WA  98045 

   Jim Frazier, Principal 
   Stephanie Shepherd, Asst. Princ. 
 

Opstad Elementary   

425-831-8300 

1345 Stilson Ave. S.E.  

North Bend, WA  98045 

   Amy Wright, Principal 

   Ryan Hill, Asst. Principal 
 

Snoqualmie Elementary  

425-831-8050 

39801 S.E. Park St.  

Snoqualmie, WA  98065 

   Kerstin Kramer, Principal 
   Stephanie Shepherd, Asst. Princ. 

Mount Si High School: 
 

Mount Si Main Campus:  

8651 Meadowbrook Way S.E. 

Snoqualmie, WA  98065                             

   John Belcher, Principal                           

   Greg Hart, Associate Principal               

   Cindy Wilson, Asst. Principal 

   Rhonda Schmidt, Asst. Principal 

 

District Administration Office:                 
www.svsd410.org 
 

8001 Silva Ave. S.E. 

P.O. Box 400 

Snoqualmie, WA  98065   

ph: 425-831-8000 

fax: 425-831-8040 
 

  Joel Aune, Superintendent                   425-831-8000 

Jeff Hogan, Asst. Supt. Teaching and Learning          425-831-8019 

Ryan Stokes, Asst. Supt. Finance and Operations      425-831-8011 

Nancy Meeks, Exec. Director of Student Services      425-831-8015 

Ruth Moen, Exec. Dir. Instr. Support, Secondary Ed.  425-831-8018 

Dan Schlotfeldt, Exec. Director of Elementary Ed.      425-831-8018 

Beverly Root, Director of Personnel              425-831-8000 

Jim Garhart, Director of Transportation              425-831-8020 

Bill Davis, Director of Operations                              425-831-8005 

Pam Chambers, Director of Food Services                  425-831-8009 

Carolyn Malcolm, Public Information Officer               425-831-8423 

2015-16 Snoqualmie Valley School District Directory 

Middle Schools: 
 

Chief Kanim Middle School  

425-831-8225 

32627 Redmond-Fall City Rd.  

P.O. Box 639  

Fall City, WA  98024 

Kirk Dunckel, Principal 

Beth Castle, Asst. Principal 
 

Twin Falls Middle School  

425-831-4150 

46910 S.E. Middle Fork Road 

North Bend, WA  98045 

Jeff D’Ambrosio, Principal 

Megan Botulinski, Asst. Principal  
 

Alternative Programs: 
 

Two Rivers School             

425-831-4200 

330 Ballarat Ave. N.  

North Bend, WA  98045 

    Amy Montanye-Johnson,      

    Principal 
 

Parent Partnership Program   

425-831-4200 

    Alexandra Clark, Program Coord. 
 

Mount Si Online Academy     

425-831-4217 

    Bev Weller, Program Secretary 

Snoqualmie Valley Kiwanis members gave new dictionaries to EVERY   
third grader in the District and to their teachers — handing out nearly 600 
books!  Over the years, this thoughtful annual tradition has empowered 
generations of young readers to tap the wonders contained in a dictionary 
and hone their research skills.  Thank you, Kiwanis, for continuing to share 
this coveted resource with so many children in the community. 

Main office: 425-831-8100   

Attendance: 425-831-8200 

Counseling: 425-831-8150 
 

Mount Si Freshman Campus: 

9200 Railroad Ave. S.E., 

Snoqualmie, WA  98065 

FC office: 425-831-8450 

   Vernie Newell, Assoc. Principal 

Kiwanis Donates Words for Thirds Again this Year 

Opstad      
Elementary 
3rd graders 
show their    
appreciation 
for the kind 
Kiwanis     
donation.  

School Improvement Planning 
 

Each year, the District Strategic Plan is 
refreshed to reflect evolving programs  
and objectives focused on continuous 
improvement of Snoqualmie Valley 
schools.  The 2015-16 plan is a working 
document that is part of a five-year  
process to support the District’s        
mission, vision and goals.   

 
Find the Strategic Plan 
on the District website  
and brochures that  
summarize key  
priorities at all schools 
and the District Office. 
 

 

Also, School Improvement Plans, in 
which each Snoqualmie Valley school 
has defined specific goals for 2015-16, 
are available on the District website, 
under Quick Links.  
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2015-16 Winter District Newsletter  
 

www.svsd410.org                                                   

Snoqualmie Valley School District  
 

 Our mission: to educate all Snoqualmie Valley children to prepare them for college, career, and citizenship. 
Our vision: to become the best school district in Washington State by any measure. 

 

A look ahead: 

2015-16  
School Calendar 
 

Click the E-Calendar  
at www.svsd410.org  
for specific dates  
pertaining to each school  
and the District overall. 

 Martin Luther King Jr. Day (no school)            January 18, 2016 

 Mid-Winter Break (no school)   February 15-19  

 Kindergarten Registration for 2015-16  March 1 

 Kindergarten Parent Conferences March 14-15 

 Spring Break (no school)   April 4-8 

 Memorial Day (no school)   May 30  

 Two River School Graduation June 8 

 Mount Si High School Graduation June 10 

 Last Day of Kindergarten/Preschool  June 16* 

 Last Day of Class for grades 1-12 (1/2 day)  June 17*  

Foodball Food Drive:  Mount Si High School   

and all Snoqualmie Valley elementary schools,  
along with the North Bend Safeway and QFC 
stores, participated in this year’s Foodball Food 
Drive. Students collected more than 14,223  
pounds of donations for local food banks to share 
with families prior to the holidays.                   
Above, students cheerfully worked in pouring rain 
to “Fill the Truck” Saturday, December 5 at QFC. 

Holiday Toy Drive:  The Two Rivers Leadership Class (right) partnered with North Bend Elementary students to 

collect over 78 new toys for the Kiwanis Holiday Toy Drive, helping several Snoqualmie Valley families with children. 

Snoqualmie Valley Students Exemplify Good Citizenship by Serving Others  

*Update reflects make-up days for Dec. 9-10 school closures. If additional make-up days are needed, plan for: June 21, 22, 23, 24, 25. 

Volunteer Time:  
Once a week after 
school, freshman 
Abby Laufer (center)  
volunteers at the 
North Bend          
Elementary library 
helping when      
Kindergarten      
classes visit. 


