
Superintendent’s Message:   
 

Lessons from “It’s a Wonderful Life” 
 

During the holiday season, a tradition for many families is to watch the 
classic film, “It’s a Wonderful Life.”  In the movie, James Stewart stars  
as George Bailey, a man who has sacrificed his dreams in order to help 
others.  An angel named Clarence helps George, who has become     
frustrated and bitter, by showing what life would have been like if he 
never existed.  At the point when George is at his lowest, Clarence says, 

“Strange, isn't it?  Each man's life touches so many other lives.  When he isn't around he 
leaves an awful hole, doesn't he?”   
 

As educators, I assume you have not “given up on your dreams to help others,” as George 
did.  However, I suspect you do not often take pause to reflect upon the true impact of your 
work.  Whether serving in the role of teacher, administrator or support staff — certificated 
and classified alike — your work makes a material difference for kids.  As Clarence says, 
“...Each man's (woman’s) life touches so many other lives. When he isn't around he leaves 
an awful hole, doesn't he?” 
 

The holiday season is a time when people celebrate together.  It is also a time to reflect upon 
the blessings and accomplishments of the past year.  Within that reflection, I urge you to 
consider the impact you have made on kids during the first half of the school year.  My     
sincerest compliments to all of you, for making a difference. 
 

Here’s hoping you enjoy a wonderful break,   

 

Snoqualmie Valley School District 

At a Glance…  
An e-newsletter to inform our learning community 

 

Happy Holidays! 
 
 
Important Dates: 
 

 December 21-
January 1 —       
Winter Break          
(no school) 

 January 18 —     

MLK Jr. Holiday 

 
 
 

Welcome  
New Staff  
to the District: 
 

 Nancy Akers, MSHS 
Paraeducator III,  

 Joseph Dunning, 
NBES Cook’s Helper 

 Kristin Hawron,      
NBES Paraeducator III 

 Heather Holmes,       
CKMS Paraeducator II 

 Joe Larson,             

Bus Driver 

 Kelly Loranger, MSHS 

Gymnastics Coach 

 Susan Stoddard, 

NBES Paraeducator II 

 Liane Venezia,       

OES Paraeducator III 

Our mission is to  

educate all  

Snoqualmie Valley  

children to prepare 

them for college,     

career and               

citizenship. 
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Joel Aune  
Superintendent 

 

Season’s Greeting from District Office Staff                                         

Unfortunately, not all were present for the photograph. Cheers to all! 



 

Educator of the Year 
Nominations   
Coming Soon… 

 

In January, check the   
Snoqualmie Valley 
Schools Foundation 
website for the    
nomination form. 
The deadline for 
nominations is    

February 1. 

 
Celebrations: 
 

 Stacey Anderson, 
1st grade teacher at 
FCES had a baby 
boy December 11! 

 

Administrative   
Retirements: 

 

 Cindy Wilson, 
Mount Si Assistant 
Principal and CTE 
Director, announced 
her plan to retire this 
summer, after 32 
years of serving 
Snoqualmie Valley 
students. 

 Beth Castle, Chief 

Kanim Middle School 
Assistant Principal, 
also informed the 
School Board of her 
plans to retire. By 
this summer, Castle 
will have served 
SVSD students for 
13 out of her 29 
years in education. 
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Hour of Code Engages Students in Computer Science 

Naming Elementary School #6   
 

Thanks to all who nominated names for Elementary School #6, by submitting your 
suggestion/s in a survey posted November 9—December 6.  At the December 10 
School Board meeting, the list was shortened to 14 semi-finalist names for further 
consideration. Currently, there’s another opportunity to provide input through      

January 6. Click here to share your thoughts on the name options. The School 
Board plans to make a final decision by the end of January. 

 
Next steps... The process around staffing considerations will begin in January.   
Certificated staff will receive “Intent to Return” forms in January.  More information 
regarding the process for classified staffing considerations related to opening the   
new school will come in January as well.  In the meantime, see the latest videos and 
construction updates online regarding the building progress that continues.  

Snoqualmie Valley Awarded the AP District Honor 
Roll Distinction for the 6th Consecutive Year! 

This month, Mount Si students are teaching 
coding lessons in classrooms throughout the 
school district, to students of all ages.  
Through a variety of simple coding lessons,   
often related to designing digital gameplay, 
hundreds of students have been able to   
experience hands-on computer science.  
Special thanks to Mount Si Teacher Kyle 
Warren for his efforts to coordinate this   
activity for a third year, and to all the        
participating schools and teachers for       
embracing this opportunity for students.  
 

Click here to watch a slideshow. 

 

The Snoqualmie Valley School District is among 10 districts in  
Washington State, and among 425 districts nationwide, to be 
named to the 2015 Advance Placement (AP) District Honor Roll. 
In addition, Snoqualmie Valley is also the ONLY school district in 
Washington State — and one of only five districts in the United 
States — to be recognized on the AP District Honor Roll for the 
past six consecutive years!  
 

Congratulations, once again, to Mount Si High School students and staff for their hard 
work and impressive achievement.  The national College Board recognizes school       
districts on the AP District Honor Roll for increasing participation in courses for a broad-
er number of students, while simultaneously maintaining or increasing the rate at which 
its AP students earn scores of 3 or higher (out of 5) on AP exams.   Read the full story. 

 

Help tell the positive 
stories of your 
school. Email story 

ideas to malcolmc@ 
svsd410.org or     
call Carolyn at:     
425-831-8423 

Snoqualmie Valley 

School District 
PO Box 400 

Snoqualmie WA 

98065 

 425-831-8000 

www.svsd410.org 
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