
 

Snoqualmie Valley School District 

At a Glance…  
An e-newsletter to inform our learning community 

 

Remember to Vote 

by February 11! 
 
 

Calendar: 
 

February 10 — 
STEM Fest 2014,  
is POSTPONED. 

February 11 — 

Election Day  

February 12 —   
Optional Staff 
meeting on Draft 
Strategic Plan, 
3:15 pm @ DO (for 
secondary schools)  

February 14 —   

Valentine’s 

Day  

February 17-21 –     
Mid-Winter Break 

(no school)  

February 25 —   
Optional Staff 
meeting on Draft 
Strategic Plan,     
4 pm @ DO (for    
elementary schools) 

February 27—    
School Board 
meeting, 6:30pm 

@ Snoq. City Hall 

 
 

The mission of the 

Snoqualmie Valley 

School District  

is to educate all  

children to prepare 

them for College,  

Career and  

Citizenship. 
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Superintendent’s Message:   

Showcasing Excellence in our Schools 
 

Effectively telling our story---the narrative of the outstanding work occurring  
in our schools---is an ongoing challenge for us.  As educators, we engage in the 
work of educating children and young people because it is our calling.  We are          
motivated by the knowledge that our work has significance, and that we are 
contributing to the greater good.  We focus our energies on the students,    
rather than promoting our excellent work and good deeds.  Consequently, 
many are unaware of the good work occurring in our schools, and the amazing 

talents of our students.  For some in our community, their perception of schools is derived from 
media coverage, the rumor mill, or what they see when driving by our school houses.      
 

Last week, the third annual “Focus on Education” School Tour event was held here in our district. 
For this particular event, individuals who don’t normally frequent our hallways and classrooms, 
are invited to visit our schools.  During the course of the day, we endeavor to help them actually 
“experience” the work that is occurring in our schools by observing first-hand the efforts of our 
teachers and the genius of our students.  We also give them a sense of many initiatives we are 
implementing to improve our schools and boost student learning. 
 

In the coming years, we hope to eventually showcase all of our schools in this event.  It provides 
one more way to tell our compelling “story” that we hope our guests will value and share widely.   
 

As educators, it is our responsibility to provide the best experience possible for all students in our 
schools.  A close examination of the work reveals that the quality of teaching and programming 
has never been better than it is today.  Last week, I shared with the visitors my pride in both the 
staff and in what our schools have accomplished in recent years.  I also shared with them my 
optimism for what our schools will become in the future as we continue to stretch and strive for 
excellence.   
 

It was a pleasure for me to share a snap-
shot of the terrific work occurring in our 
schools.  The comments and perspective 
from the visitors reinforced that we are 
indeed approaching excellence---across  
the entire district!  Thanks to you all for 
giving your  best to our students each     
and every day. 
 

—Joel 
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Joel Aune  
Superintendent 

Remember to Vote by Tomorrow—February 11!       
     Questions?   Check the facts on the 2 SVSD replacement levies.  
 

1.  Educational Programs and Operations Levy (formerly M&O) renews funding set to expire 
that is 24% of the General Fund for daily operations, staffing costs, student programs, etc. 

2.  Technology Levy is also a replacement levy that’s needed for classroom resources, training, 
equipment, and support, since the state provides no funding for technology in schools.   

 

See the full story online with more photos. 

http://www.svsd410.org/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=4&ModuleInstanceID=39&ViewID=047E6BE3-6D87-4130-8424-D8E4E9ED6C2A&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=6104&PageID=1
http://www.svsd410.org/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=4&ModuleInstanceID=39&ViewID=047E6BE3-6D87-4130-8424-D8E4E9ED6C2A&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=4829&PageID=1


 
In addition to …    

the Strategic Plan   
video shown at your 
bldg. staff meeting,  
2 more optional staff 
meetings are sched-
uled @ the District 
Office: Feb. 12  at 
3:15 pm, and Feb. 25  
at 4 pm. You can  
also view the plan 
draft and submit 
feedback online. 

 
Welcome           

employees new 

to the district! 

 Amy Benolkin,   

MSHS Counselor 

 Jill Dias-Brenne, 

OES IA 

 Sue Hollenbeck, 

CKMS IA 

 Krista Luccio,     

OES IA 
 

Best Wishes! 

   Marie Casperson, 
bus driver, retired 
this month. Thanks 
for your years of 
service to SVSD 
kids!  

 

 

The January District 
Newsletter posted 
online in color. 

 
Help tell the stories 

of your students, 
staff and school! 
Email story ideas      
to malcolmc@ 
svsd410.org or       
call 425-831-8423. 

 
 

Snoqualmie Valley 

School District 
PO Box 400 

Snoqualmie,WA 98065 

 425-831-8000 

Www.svsd410.org 
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25 Mobile Learning Initiative Grants awarded 
 

Supported by funding from the 2010 Tech Levy, 25 Mobile Learning Initiative Grants were 
awarded to teachers from the school district.  Almost 400 new mobile devices are making their 
way into the schools and students’ hands this month!  
 

At the February 6 School Board meeting, Principal Amy Wright  
gave a presentation about Opstad Elementary School which       
featured a video that Teacher Erica Acton made on how her 5th 
grade students are using mobile devices to learn about, practice, 
create and share projects in a variety of subjects.  

Rhonda Mitchell was named January 2014 
Teacher of the Month by Macaronikid.com 
 

Congratulations to Rhonda Mitchell, 4th grade teacher at 
Opstad Elementary School who was surprised earlier this  
week with flowers and a certificate from the website         
Macaronikid.com for being selected the January 2014      
Teacher for the Month. Here’s an excerpt from the local    
family that nominated her: “...With a large number of         
students needing extra help in Math and Reading, she         
dedicates herself 110% to not just teaching all her students, 
but bringing those students a little behind right up to where 
they should be before the end of the year… She’s AMAZING!”  

TPEP Update   
 

As you know, the Teacher/Principal Evaluation Process (knows 
as TPEP), is the new evaluation system mandated by our state 
legislature.  In this first year of implementation (of a four-year 
process), SVSD teachers and principals are actively working 
within the Marzano Instructional Framework.   
 
Our district chose the Marzano Instructional Framework based on several factors.  Marzano's 
work has influenced instructional practice in our district for a number of years. His philosophy 
focuses heavily on quality instruction and aligns well with the SVSD vision of deliberate common 
language and consistent practices for all students.  It clearly guides instructional strategies that 
provide interventions for students who need extra support to meet standard and enrichment for 
students who need more challenge.   
 

The SVSD Implementation Team has been busy developing the practices and guidelines for       
implementing this significant system change in our district.  The team is comprised of one repre-
sentative from each school (either a teacher or principal), TOSAs, district administrators and SVEA 
leadership.  Collaboration has been key to this highly productive team.  Just last Friday, several 
presentations on the use of evidence in the evaluation process were offered to teachers.   
 

“We are confident that our students will be positively impacted by this healthy examination of 
instructional practices that our educators are embracing and learning,” said Ruth Moen, Director 
of Instructional Support.  “We believe that Educator Learning = Student Learning and Growth.” 
 

Questions?   Additional information can be found on the state’s TPEP website, or contact your 
school’s TPEP Implementation Committee representative or Ruth Moen (moenr@svsd410.org).  

Watch this video 
for innovative ways 

that SVSD students are  
using their tech tools!  

 

The Marzano Instructional 
Framework has clearly out-
lined “look-fors” and uses 
growth-oriented language 
such as: "We can be better 
tomorrow than today."  

http://www.svsd410.org/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=4&ModuleInstanceID=39&ViewID=047E6BE3-6D87-4130-8424-D8E4E9ED6C2A&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=5930&PageID=1&GroupByField=&GroupYear=0&GroupMonth=0&Tag=
http://www.svsd410.org/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=4&ModuleInstanceID=39&ViewID=047E6BE3-6D87-4130-8424-D8E4E9ED6C2A&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=5930&PageID=1&GroupByField=&GroupYear=0&GroupMonth=0&Tag=
http://www.svsd410.org/cms/lib05/WA01919490/Centricity/Domain/4/JANUARY%202014%20Newsletter.pdf
http://www.svsd410.org/cms/lib05/WA01919490/Centricity/Domain/4/JANUARY%202014%20Newsletter.pdf
mailto:malcolmc@svsd410.org
mailto:malcolmc@svsd410.org
http://tpep-wa.org/
http://youtu.be/nPh8KwVplu0

