
Superintendent’s Message:   
 

Bargaining Website Unveiled 
 

Back on February 9th, the District and the SVEA commenced              
negotiating a successor agreement with an evening session, followed 
by a full-day session on the 10th.  The second “official” bargaining    
session is set for March 1st and 2nd.   
 

In an effort to bolster communication, improve transparency, and 
keep staff and community informed throughout the bargaining       

process, the District has established a Collective Bargaining webpage.   
 

The site includes background information pertaining to the bargaining process.  I urge   
you to take some time to explore the website and familiarize yourself with the details  
pertaining to the work and time already invested by the bargaining team.  The page will 
also include regular updates in the coming months, so I hope you will revisit this resource 
from time to time to stay informed on the work of the bargaining team. 
 

The bargaining team, comprised of individuals from the SVEA and the District, has been 
engaged in training and bargaining preparations since last spring.  I would like to 
acknowledge the efforts of the team members:  Lynn Bradwell, Jeff Hogan, Warren      
Hopkins, Chris Jackson, Freedom Johnson, Tony Manjarrez, Lisa Radmer, Rhonda Schmidt, 
Ryan Stokes, Ray Wilson, Amy Wright and Nate Ziemkowski.  Thank you for contributing 
your time and energy to this important work.  
 

While not currently engaged in the negotiations process with SVASA and PSE (both have 
contracts that extend through next year), the website includes information on those two 
groups as well.  In February, SVASA did agree to a one-year contract extension that was 
offered by the Board of Directors in December.  For information pertaining to the          
extension between the SVASA and the District, click here.  

 

Snoqualmie Valley School District 

At a Glance…  
An e-newsletter to inform our learning community 

 

Welcome  
New Staff  
to the District: 
 

 Eli Clure, CKMS 
wrestling coach 

 Lori Eubank,          
OES head secretary 

 Julie Wells, CKMS 
cook’s helper 

 

Important dates: 

 \March 1 —           
Districtwide         
Kindergarten       
Registration  

 March 14-18 —  
Classified Employee 
Appreciation Week 

Congratulations: 

Mount Si’s Jazz 
Band was chosen to 
perform at the Essen-
tially Ellington High 
School Jazz Festival 
in NY, for a 3rd     
consecutive year! 
Read the full story.   
 

Tickets for Hot Java 
Cool Jazz at the   
Paramount, where the 
Mount Si band will 
perform with 4 other 
schools March 25,  
are on sale at the 
Snoqualmie Ridge   
Starbucks. 100% of 
the proceeds go to 
MSHS.  

Our mission is to  

educate all  

Snoqualmie Valley  

children to prepare 

them for college,     

career and               

citizenship. 
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Joel Aune  
Superintendent 

 

DRUMROLL... 2016 SVSD Educators of the Year 
 

Last Friday, Snoqualmie Valley Schools Foundation board members made 
surprise visits to schools to honor the four outstanding professionals in our District     

who have been named the 2016 Educators of the Year!  Congratulations to: 
 

 Karen Rockow — high school teacher award, Mount Si High School 

 Alexandra Clark — middle school teacher award, Parent Partnership Program 

 Nikita Armbruster — elementary teacher award, Snoqualmie Elementary School 

 Ingrid Garhart — classified educator award, who serves FCES/CVES/SES/NBES  
students as a Speech, Hearing and Language Assistant 

 

They will be guests of honor, along with their families, at the Schools Foundation 2016 
Annual Fundraising Luncheon on March 17 at TCP Snoqualmie Ridge.  Watch for photos 
soon on the district website. 

http://www.svsd410.org/Page/5870
http://www.svsd410.org/cms/lib05/WA01919490/Centricity/Domain/35/Signed%20MOU.pdf
http://www.svsd410.org/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=4&ModuleInstanceID=39&ViewID=047E6BE3-6D87-4130-8424-D8E4E9ED6C2A&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=13598&PageID=1


 

Celebrations: 
 

 A Retirement Party 
for Cheryl Bachelder, 
honoring her 28 years 
with the District, is 
planned for TODAY, 
Monday, Feb. 29 @ 
4pm in the Opstad 
library. 

 Melanie Beck, SES 
1st grade teacher, had 
a baby girl in January! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Terry Mills, CVES 
secretary, welcomed 
her 5th and 6th grand-
children to the world, 
within two weeks in 
January. Wow! 

 Retirements recently 
approved for July   
include teachers:   
Susan Martin TFMS, 
Gail Key MSHS,  
Nancy Tyrholm 
CKMS. 
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Help tell the positive 
stories of your 
school. Email story 
ideas to malcolmc@ 
svsd410.org or     
call Carolyn at:     
425-831-8423 

 

Snoqualmie Valley 

School District 
PO Box 400 

Snoqualmie WA 

98065 

 425-831-8000 

www.svsd410.org 

Launching New AVID Program Next Fall 
 

The District is preparing to launch a new program next year 
called Advancement Via  Individual Determination (AVID) to help 
prepare middle and high school students for success in college. 
After extensive staff training on how to implement an AVID     
program in our school system, families of students who meet the 
criteria for the program were invited to an AVID Information 
Night on February 23.  More than 180 parents and students were 
in attendance. Read the full story.   

Save the Dates for August Professional Development 
 

Providing quality professional development and supporting great teaching continues    
to be a top priority for the District.  Due to very positive feedback from participants   
last year, our district is participating in the 2nd Annual Powerful Learning Conference, 
sponsored by the Center for Collaborative Support. This August 17-18 conference, held 
at Issaquah High School, will offer free professional training on best practices for teach-
ers and staff at Snoqualmie Valley, Issaquah, Riverview and Tahoma school districts. 
Clock hours and up to 14 hours of compensation at the professional rate is available. 
Online registration will open soon.   

 

                           Mark your calendar now for these AUGUST DATES: 
 

 August 17: Powerful Learning Conference (Issaquah 
HS), Keynote Speaker: Thomas Guskey 

 August 18: Powerful Learning Conference (Issaquah 
HS), Keynote Speakers: Kristin Souers and Pete Hall 

 August 23: P-12 District Directed Day — Staff Kick-off     
with Keynote Speaker: Myron Dueck; All Staff BBQ 

 August 24: P-5 Professional Development Day 
 August 25: K-5 ELA Adoption training and other 6-12             

professional development offerings 
 August 29-30: Additional teacher work days 
 August 31: First day of school for grades 1-12 

 

“I was over the top excited when I heard that Myron Dueck 
will be our featured speaker next August. His book Grading 
Smarter, Not Harder and the few hours I spent listening to 
him in Issaquah literally revolutionized the way I approach 
grading both formative and summative assessments, and 
even more importantly, homework. I am filled with hope 
that his message, philosophy, and approaches in the     
classroom can now inspire ALL of our teachers next year,  
—making us an even stronger, more collaborative and      
succinct staff.”                       —MSHS Teacher Jenny Foster 

Special thanks to the 
AVID Leadership Team 
for their efforts to help   
establish this program 
for SVSD students: 
 

 Jeff D’Ambrosio 

 John Belcher 

 Megan Botulinski  

 Toni Canady  

 Karen Deichman 

 Holli Dexheimer 

 Dawn Dugan 

 Christina Garcia 

 Jessica Green 

 Nancy Kinsella  

 Nick Kurka 

 Shawn Lawrence 

 Elaine Maimon 

 Brian McCormick 

 Ruth Moen 

 Marcella Murphy 

 Carolyn Phelps 

 Rachel Raff 

 David Ramseyer 

 Emily Rourke 

 Kim Sales 

 Rhonda Schmidt 

 Jeremy Torres 

 Nick Viera 

 Karen Waters 

TFMS Teacher Christina Garcia shared how AVID helped her succeed in college. 

mailto:malcolmc@svsd410.org
mailto:malcolmc@svsd410.org
http://www.svsd410.org/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=4&ModuleInstanceID=39&ViewID=047E6BE3-6D87-4130-8424-D8E4E9ED6C2A&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=13565&PageID=1
https://sites.google.com/site/ccspowerfullearningconference/home
https://sites.google.com/site/ccspowerfullearningconference/home
https://my.avid.org/contact_view.aspx?id=568222

