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At a Glance…  
An e-newsletter to inform our learning community 

 
 

Kudos to all SVSD 
schools for the 
many thoughtful 
Veteran’s Day  
activities this 
year.  Check out 
two videos made 
by MSHS stu-
dents that honor 
local veterans.  

 
Important Dates: 
 

November 22-27 — 
Parent/teacher 
Conferences,   
Early release dates 

November 28-29 — 
Thanksgiving  
Holiday               
(no school)  

December 23–   
January 4 —   
Winter Break     
(no school)  

 
Driving while Drowsy 

Prevention Week 
is Nov. 17-23.   
Click here  to learn 
from Valley Record   
Publisher Bill Shaw, 
and share his story 
with the young driv-

ers in your family.  
 

The fundamental  

purpose of the 

Snoqualmie Valley 

School District  

Is to ensure  

high levels of learning  

for every student. 
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Joel Aune  
Superintendent 

Superintendent’s Message:   

Great Teachers Bring Out the Best in Their Students 
 

Our district is comprised of over 600 employees who are working to make our 
schools excellent, so the students receive the best educational experience    
possible.  Regardless of your assignment—whether it be bus driver, custodian, 
maintenance, cook, administrator, secretary, teacher, instructional assistant, 
nurse, or other support staff---we all have the opportunity to make a difference 
for students.  We all have the opportunity to “teach”. 
 

The late, great basketball Coach John Wooden shared a coaching philosophy 
that I believe applies to teachers as well.  Coach Wooden maintained that the 
single most important function of coaches (teachers) is to bring out the best in 
their players (students).   

 

Great teachers bring out the best in their students. They emanate a strong sense of caring, expect 
the best, support and coach students to meet those expectations, build upon strengths, provide 
honest and helpful feedback, and celebrate success.  Regardless of the job-specific role you serve in 
our school district, there is opportunity to teach---to draw out the potentials in our students and to 
help them become good people. 
 

The purpose of schools and school districts is to educate children and young people.  To achieve 
this purpose at the highest levels, we must all work to draw out the best in our students.  Each and 
every student has inside them talent and genius.  Great teachers and great schools will help our 
students find, exhibit, and utilize their talents to find success. 
 

Thank you for being a great “teacher”.  Thank you for bringing out the best in the students with 
whom you come in contact. 

Best Regards,  Joel 

 

Honoring Veterans with Compassion 
 

Many schools in our district invited 
local veterans to special assemblies 
and collected donations  to send to 
troops serving abroad.  Chief Kanim 
Middle School students also held a 
coin drive to benefit the Fallen Hero’s 
Project.  They were able to present 
artist and Vietnam War vet Michael 
Reagan a check for $2,962.55 to con-
tinue his mission to draw portraits of 
soldiers who have died in the line of 
duty which he sends to their families 
free of charge. Reagan’s work has touched the lives of thousands of families across the nation, 
including the Valley’s own fallen hero former Mount Si (and CKMS) graduate Eric Ward.  In a 
touching tribute, Reagan presented Eric’s mother with a special portrait that will hang at the 
school, in his memory. In return, she presented Reagan with a special blanket for his service.  

http://www.svsd410.org/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=4&ModuleInstanceID=39&ViewID=047E6BE3-6D87-4130-8424-D8E4E9ED6C2A&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=5131&PageID=1
http://www.svsd410.org/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=4&ModuleInstanceID=39&ViewID=047E6BE3-6D87-4130-8424-D8E4E9ED6C2A&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=5131&PageID=1
http://www.svsd410.org/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=4&ModuleInstanceID=39&ViewID=047E6BE3-6D87-4130-8424-D8E4E9ED6C2A&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=5271&PageID=1


 

Welcome         
employees new 
to the district! 

 Emily Collins,      
OES IA 

 Zachary Garner,   
OES IA 

 Shaun Guinn, OES IA 

 Roger Johnson,  
FCES Custodian 

 Ingrid Myers,     
NBES IA 

 Maemi Patis,        
TFMS Cooks helper 

 Mengstab Sebhatu, 
CVES Custodian 

 William Weller, TFMS 
girls basketball coach 

 
Contract             
Negotiations     
Continue… 
   between the District/

PSE and District/
SVASA bargaining 
teams. Check the 
district website for 
the latest update on
(11/15).  

 
Congratulations  

Erin Cavanaugh, 
CKMS teacher, had a 
baby girl in October!  

 

“Free Bird” movie 
this Saturday, 11/16, 
at 2pm, at the NB 
Theater benefits the 
Snoqualmie Valley 
Schools Foundation 
and students. 

 
Help tell the stories 

of your students, 
staff and school! 
Email story ideas to 
malcolmc@ 
svsd410.org or call 
425-831-8423. 

 
Snoqualmie Valley 

School District 

 425-831-8000 

Www.svsd410.org 
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Inquiring minds want to know... 

  What is the difference between a Bond and a Levy? 
 

LEVIES pay for day-to-day operational costs (24% of our general fund), many 
staff positions not funded by the state, and student programs like music, art, 
sports, AP classes, etc.  They also fund all of the district’s technology equip-
ment, support and training. Since Washington State does not fully fund the 
costs of running our schools, our district must run levies every four years to    
renew this funding.  Levies require a 50% voter approval rating to pass.   
 

   Status in SVSD:  Our district’s current M&O and Tech levies will expire in 
2014.  Two replacement levies will be on the February 11, 2014 election      
ballot to renew funding needed to sustain school operations, student          
programming, staff positions, and technology resources.  For more               
information about the levies, read the Levy Facts Flyer and attend a staff 
meeting where Superintendent Aune is answering levy-related questions. 

 

BONDS are required to construct new schools or remodel existing ones,           
purchase portable classrooms, or buy land. Bonds often involve larger amounts 
with collections that span over 20 years, similar to a home mortgage. Bonds  
require a 60% voter approval rating to pass. 
 

  Status in SVSD:  The School Board is in the process of deciding how best to  
address the needs of our growing student population and what might be    
included in a future bond proposition.  Currently, they are discussing a plan to 
rebuild and expand Mount Si High School, build a 6th elementary school, and 
provide critical repairs to existing SVSD schools.  At one of five upcoming 
“Preliminary Bond” meetings, community and staff members can learn more 
about this solution and share their feedback with the Board — prior to their 
decision on what the next bond will include.  Details, dates and times to come. 

We wish you,  

your family and your 

friends, a fun,  

festive and fulfilling 

Thanksgiving   

holiday! 

Science Recognition for Teacher Elise Cooksley 
 

Congratulations to Two Rivers Teacher Elise Cooksley who was 
published earlier this year in The Science Teacher magazine. She 
also worked with OSPI this summer to help define the state’s     
Biology Collection of Evidence graduation requirement.  “Elise is  
an outstanding teacher leader — both in our district and state!” 
praised Two Rivers Principal Amy Montanye-Johnson.  

 

http://www.svsd410.org/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=4&ModuleInstanceID=39&ViewID=047E6BE3-6D87-4130-8424-D8E4E9ED6C2A&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=4851&PageID=1
http://www.svsd410.org/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=4&ModuleInstanceID=39&ViewID=047E6BE3-6D87-4130-8424-D8E4E9ED6C2A&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=4851&PageID=1
mailto:malcolmc@svsd410.org
mailto:malcolmc@svsd410.org
http://www.svsd410.org/cms/lib05/WA01919490/Centricity/Domain/4/Feb2014LevyFLYER.pdf

