
Superintendent’s Message:   
 

‘Twas the Night Before Conferences... 
 

Teachers in our schools have been working diligently in preparation for parent-
teacher conferences, set to begin this Friday. In the limited time available to 
converse with parents, teachers often get “right down to business” in sharing 
grades, test results, and samples of students’ work. This focus is both appropri-
ate and important, as student development, learning, and achievement is the 
core of our work and the purpose of schools. Do parents agree? Sure they do. 

However, what may be MOST important to parents is that the teachers know and appreciate their 
children; that teachers truly care about their children and value the unique gifts and talents each 
of them possess. I came across the following piece recently, written by educational consultant 
Angela Maiers. In it, she captures the essence of what parents are looking for when engaging with 
teachers at conference time:   

‘Twas the Night Before Conferences:  A Parent’s Perspective on Parent-Teacher Conferences 

It is once again time for the annual parent teacher conference. Tomorrow, I go to school not as 
a teacher or consultant, but as a mom. My children’s teachers have been busy gathering data,     
tallying homework assignments, and finalizing grades. All in an effort to share with us how our 
kids are progressing and how they measure up to the rest of the class. We will walk away 
knowing if they got an A or C. We will walk away knowing assignments have been completed. 
We will walk away knowing what is still left to do.   

Will we walk away knowing this? My child was noticed. My child was valued. My child’s 
voice is heard. My child is loved. My child’s presence in your classroom mattered. 

This is “data” I long to know, yet will most likely be something we do not address. This data is 
hard to calculate and does not boil down well to a clean percentile score or a grade. There is no 
box on the automated report card that conveys the following: 

Who is my child to you? Who are they as readers, writers, community members? What 
makes them unique? What are they passionate about? How do they add value to your class 
and the wider community? What makes you proud? 
 

These are the questions that matter most to me as a parent as I desperately need to know that 
at some time during the day, at least one adult (other than myself) noticed their talent, their 
uniqueness, and “genius” and let them know their contribution was needed.   

At the end of the day, this is what matters to me. 

I hope you will consider Angela’s perspective as you meet with parents this week and next. There 
is no doubt that parents want to hear about their children’s performance and discuss how they 
can work with you to ensure academic progress. But they also need assurance that you know and 
care about their children. Conferences present an opportunity for you to reinforce “how much 
you know and care” and ultimately strengthen the relationship you have with both your students 
and their parents. 

Thank you for the time and preparation you have devoted in preparation for this year’s             
parent-teacher conferences. Remember, you are doing great work with kids in your classroom---
the preponderance of parents with whom you meet will appreciate those efforts.  

 

Snoqualmie Valley School District 

At a Glance…  
An e-newsletter to inform our learning community 

 

 

Important Dates: 
 

 November 16-20 — 
American Education  
Week 

 November 20-25 — 
Early Release 
schedule for K-12 
parent-teacher    
conferences 

 November 26-27 — 
Thanksgiving      
Holiday (no school)  

 

 

Our mission is to  

educate all  

Snoqualmie Valley  

children to prepare 

them for college,     

career and               

citizenship. 
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Joel Aune  
Superintendent 

American  
   Education 
       Week 
 

In recognition     
of American          
Education Week, 
November 16-20,  
read a special 
guest column by         
Superintendent 
Joel Aune, enti-
tled “Celebrating 
and Advocating 
for Education,” 
which is featured 
in the November 
13 issue of the 
SnoValley STAR.   

http://www.angelamaiers.com/2010/05/mothers-day-2010.html
http://www.angelamaiers.com/2011/01/nurturing-genius.html
http://www.angelamaiers.com/2011/01/nurturing-genius.html
http://www.angelamaiers.com/2009/04/parent.html
http://snovalleystar.com/2015/11/11/guest-column-celebrating-and-advocating-for-education
http://snovalleystar.com/2015/11/11/guest-column-celebrating-and-advocating-for-education
http://snovalleystar.com/2015/11/11/guest-column-celebrating-and-advocating-for-education


 

Welcome  
New Staff  
to the District: 
 

 Amy Davis,        
MSHS Paraeducator II, 

Library Support 

 Nell Engel,          
NBES Paraeducator I 

 Susan Pitman,      
SES Paraeducator II 

 Kyle Smith,       
MSHS Wrestling 
Coach  
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Principals and PTSA Presidents Partner to Support Schools  

More walls are going up at the  
construction site of Elementary 
School #6, as work continues to 
prepare the school for opening 
next fall.  To watch this transfor-
mation, visit the school site at 
34412 SE Swenson Drive on 
Snoqualmie Ridge (at the corner   
of Swenson and Snoqualmie     
Parkway). 
 

Photo from November 13, 2015.             

Pre-Bargaining Collaboration:  
Preparing for a Different Approach to Negotiations 

ES#6 Walls Are Going Up  

PTSA presidents and SVSD principals 
came together on November 17 for an         
engaging work session on key issues 
and initiatives impacting Snoqualmie 
Valley schools. The group discussed 
how they can best work together to 
strengthen support for the learning 
communities at each school.  

 

The SVEA and SVSD Bargaining 
Team met again this week to 
continue work on establishing 
group norms for the Interest 
Based Bargaining (IBB)        
process. The team is also    
refining the timeline for      
bargaining, and exploring 
strategies to improve          
communications.  
 

The bargaining team consists of (in alphabetical order):  Lyn Bradwell, Jeff Hogan, Warren 
Hopkins, Chris Jackson, Freedom Johnson, Tony Manjarrez, Lisa Radmer, Rhonda Schmidt, 
Ryan Stokes, Ray Wilson, Amy Wright and Nate Ziemkowski.   

On November 17, this work involved   
approximately 27 participants forging 
partnerships and collaborating to support 
students.  Key points of discussion this 
year included preparing for the            
transitions ahead — opening the new 
elementary school next fall, and planning 
for the rebuild and expansion of Mount Si 
High School.  

Future Principal  
Transitions 
 

 Congratulations to 
Amy Wright,       
principal at Opstad 
Elementary, who   
has been appoint-
ed to lead the new    
elementary school 
next fall. 

 Best wishes also 
to Chief Kanim 
Middle School 
Principal Kirk 
Dunckel who has 
shared his plans to 
resign after this 
year to move with 
his family to Idaho 
this summer. 

Read the full story. 

 

http://www.svsd410.org/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=4&ModuleInstanceID=39&ViewID=047E6BE3-6D87-4130-8424-D8E4E9ED6C2A&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=12832&PageID=1


 

Are you interested  
in National Board  
Certification?  
 
   The registration    

deadline is:          
January 31, 2016.  
The recently revised 
process allows     
teachers to complete 
parts 1, 2, or 3 of the 
four required compo-
nents of certification 
this year — which is 
making the work 
load for completing        
requirements much 
more manageable.  
 
The District provides 
free support (with 
clock hours) to help 
support teacher     
success in the        
program. For more 
details, contact 
Gayle Smith,        
(425) 831-8038, 
smithg@svsd410.org 

 

 
Help tell the positive 

stories of your 
school. Email story 

ideas to malcolmc@ 
svsd410.org or     
call Carolyn at:     
425-831-8423 

 
 

Wishing you and 
your family a 
heartfelt       
Thanksgiving    
Holiday! 
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Halloween and Harvest Celebrations  
Inspire Creativity Among Staff 

Help Name the New Elementary School   
 

From November 9—December 6, community members, students and staff are invited to 
submit name nominations via an online survey. (Hardcopy forms are also available at all 
schools and the district office).  The criteria for submissions include: 

 Nominated names should be known to and significant to the people in the District.  
 Names submitted should not conflict with the names of the other schools in the         

District and area. 
 The use of names of any person should be avoided. 

 

Click here to submit your name ideas.   
 

For more information on the timeline and process, read the full story.    

mailto:smithg@svsd410.org
mailto:malcolmc@svsd410.org
mailto:malcolmc@svsd410.org
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/M95X3M9
http://www.svsd410.org/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=4&ModuleInstanceID=39&ViewID=047E6BE3-6D87-4130-8424-D8E4E9ED6C2A&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=12786&PageID=1

