
Superintendent’s Message:      

November Election — A Teachable Moment 

 

The mission of our school district is to educate all Snoqualmie Valley 
children to prepare them for college, career, and citizenship.  So then, 

what is citizenship?  Webster defines citizenship as “the qualities that a 
person is expected to have as a responsible member of a community.”  
 

In working with students each day, you are likely setting expectations 
for citizenship in the “community” that is your classroom, the            
playground, on a school bus, or in the lunchroom.  The community may 
be your grade level or school.  By working with students to develop the 
qualities necessary for good “citizenship,” you are helping them prepare 
for life outside of school — to become responsible and contributing 
members of a broader community.   
 

A component of citizenship also involves participation on a larger scale — to engage in the 
democratic process that is fundamental to America.  The year in which the presidential     
election is on the ballot presents a unique opportunity for educators to encourage children 
and young people to learn about the democratic process and its importance to the           
preservation of this country’s democracy.  Presidential election years bring the process to the 
forefront, with widespread political discourse, highly publicized campaigns, and heavy media 
coverage (whether we like it or not).   
 

Consequently, you are currently amidst a “teachable moment” between now and Election 
Day, November 8.  I encourage you to seize this opportunity to teach your students about the 
election process, and possibly facilitate discussion around the importance of it.   
 

Many of us take for granted the right we have to freely engage in meaningful conversation, 
offer differing ideas, and vote.  The future of America will someday be in the hands of those 
in your classroom.  You have a unique opportunity to educate them about the process and 
help them see the responsibility that comes with being a citizen of this country.   
 

There are loads of resources out there for teachers.  Here are links to three that you may find 
to be helpful:    

https://www.sos.wa.gov/_assets/elections/mock/Teachers-Guide.pdf 

http://www.pbseduelectioncentral.com/election-collection 

http://lessonplanspage.com/elections-htm/ 

 
Have a great week, and don’t forget to vote in November! 
 

 Joel 

 

Snoqualmie Valley School District 

At a Glance…  
An e-newsletter to inform our learning community 

 

Important Dates 
   & Deadlines: 
 
 

 October 7 — 

Snoqualmie Valley 

Schools Foundation     

Classroom Grant 

applications are due 

by 5 p.m. 

 October 10 —     

Voter Registration 

deadline 

 October 11 —      

Active Threat      

Parent Training,     

6-8 p.m., in the 

Mount Si High 

School Auditorium. 

All staff are welcome. 

This presentation is 

for adults only.  

 October 16 —     

DRS webinars on 

state retirement   

benefits (See Lori 

Becker’s email 10/3   

for details.) 

 October 20 —   

Great Shake-Out       

Earthquake Drill 

 
Help tell the positive 

stories of your 
school. Email story 
ideas to malcolmc@ 
svsd410.org or call    
Carolyn (425-831-8423).  

Our mission is to  

educate all  

Snoqualmie Valley  

children to prepare 

them for college,     

career and               

citizenship. 
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Joel Aune  
Superintendent 
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Welcome          
New Staff               
to the District: 
 

 Rhonda Apostol, 
TFMS Paraeducator II 

 Christa Baginski, 
TFMS Nurse 

 Katherine Bauer, 
NBES Teacher 

 Julie Choudhuri,  
TRS Nurse 

 Thomas Corlett,    
Bus Driver 

 Misha Cummings, 
TRES Paraeducator II 

 Dana Griffith,    
School Psychologist 

 Robyn Kolke,       
PPP Secretary 

 Ashleigh McCann, 
DO Paraeducator II 

 Stephani McNamara, 
Bus Driver 

 Diane Morrell,    
NBES Paraeducator 

 Amanda Peterson, 
CVES Paraeducator II 

 Kimberly           
Schniegenberg,    
CVES Paraeducator I 

 Shanda Sciacqua, 
SES Teacher 

 Heidi Smith,          
SES Teacher 

 Jodi Sterin-Wilhelm, 
SES Teacher 

 Harold Toberman, 
Bus Driver 

 Cricket Warrick,   
SES Paraeducator III 

 Angela Wing,         
Bus Driver 

 

 
 

Snoqualmie Valley 

School District 
PO Box 400 

Snoqualmie WA 

98065 

 425-831-8000 
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A Busy Personnel Department Shares Fun Facts 
 

The start of this school year has been especially busy for the Personnel team, given the 
extraordinary number of new hires and internal staff transitions required to open the 
new elementary school.  Here are some fun facts from Personnel (as of September 20): 
 

 188 = # of positions hired (99 certificated + 89 classified)  
 79 = # of substitutes hired 
 50 = # of positions open and working to fill 
 1,620 = # of classes (offered outside the District) taken by staff which       

Personnel hand-keyed to ensure clock hour credit 

 1,924 = # of PDPlace classes (SVSD training) submitted by staff 

 

In addition to on-boarding so many new hires, the team has been focused on ensuring 
the District’s 2016-17 payroll aligns with current contracts and incorporates recently 
bargained changes.  Hats off to the hard-working Personnel team for their amazing   
service and support of all SVSD employees!   

Construction Update on Mount Si High School 
 

In September, the City of 
Snoqualmie finalized permitting 
needed for the District to begin 
prepping the Mount Si site for 
construction of the new high 
school. Work is currently focused 
on creating temporary parking  
and preparing the site for the   
installation of nearly 5,000 stone 
columns in December. Read     
Principal John Belcher’s recent 
letter to parents for more          
construction details and the   
timeline for activity this year.   

 

Photo taken September 27, 2016, of work on the 
site where baseball fields were located. 

Thanks for  
53 years of  
combined service  
to the operations  
of Snoqualmie Valley        
schools.  

 

Happy Retirement  
Kenny Rambow, 
Randy Pribbernow  
& Bob Christensen! 
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