
Superintendent’s Message:   
 

During the past six weeks, I have had opportunity to visit briefly with 
the PTSA Boards for each of our schools.  My objective in attending 
these beginning-of-year meetings is to welcome them back to the new 
school year and express gratitude and appreciation for all that they do 
to support staff, teachers, and students.   
 

We are very fortunate to work in a school community where parents 
are highly involved and extremely supportive of the schools.  In        
particular, the PTSA Board members exhibit remarkable commitment 

to the staff, teachers, and students.  Collectively, they devote thousands of hours to this 
work and come to us with a simple agenda:  how can we help?   
 

At the conclusion of these visits, the final words I often leave with them are, “Thank you.  
While we probably don’t say it enough, please know that we do not take you for granted.” 
 

By now, you have settled into a routine with your work and your students.  Take notice  
of the parent volunteers that frequent your school and classroom.  Note the parent who 
seems to work tirelessly on a sub-committee or booster club.  See the parent who is    
already working in partnership with you to help his/her child succeed this year. 
 

There will be recognition activities in many of our schools later this year for parents and 
volunteers.  Don’t wait until then to express your gratitude and appreciation for their  
extraordinary efforts.  Like you, they do not engage in this work for the glory, or to be 
showered with gratitude.  Nevertheless, don’t you find it uplifting when someone simply 
says, thank you?  Expressing gratitude is a powerful thing.  Two words can make a     
difference.  Let these selfless people know you appreciate them. 
 

Regards, Joel 

 

Snoqualmie Valley School District 

At a Glance…  
An e-newsletter to inform our learning community 

 

Welcome New 
Staff to the District  
 

 Ashley Bratton, 
NBES Paraeducator II 

 Sarah         
Delmissier-Burns, 
NBES Cook’s Helper 

 Heather Jensen, 
TRES Paraeducator II 

 Terri Kaess, District 

Physical Therapist 

 Elizabeth Leather, 
NBES SpecEd    
Paraeducator III 

 Nora MacKenzie, 
TRES Paraeducator II 

 Heather Mather, 
TRES Paraeducator II 

 Megan Maxwell,  

FCES Paraeducator I 

 Stephanie Robinson,  

MSHS SpecEd  
Paraeducator III 

 Heather Weiss,      

SES Teacher 

 Laurie Wesorick, 

TRES Teacher 

 Danielle Wood,     

OES Cook’s Helper 

 
Click here for updates.  
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Joel Aune  
Superintendent 

Strategic Plan Feature of the Month 
 

This month, attention is brought to AVID in Goal 1A, Task  1: 
Launch Year 2 of Advancement Via Individual Determination 
(AVID) College and Career Readiness program at MSHS and TFMS 
and launch Year 1 of AVID at CKMS. Consider AVID implementa-
tion at TRS, and Goal 1A ,Task 2:  Begin integrating school-wide 
AVID strategies at MSHS, TFMS, and CKMS. 
 

AVID provides professional development for educators to employ best practice in 
their classrooms to better prepare students for success in high school, college, and    
a career.  This year, there are four sections of AVID for students at TFMS and CKMS,  
and five sections at MSHS.  During the past two years, over 34 teachers have been 
trained in AVID, integrating researched-based strategies in classrooms across the 
District. For more information about AVID in Snoqualmie Valley schools, click here. 

https://www.svsd410.org/Page/5966
https://www.svsd410.org/cms/lib/WA01919490/Centricity/Domain/1089/SVSD_stratplan_2017_18 FINAL for website.pdf
https://www.svsd410.org/Page/5023


 

Important Dates: 
  

 October 6 —    
Deadline for S.V. 
Schools Foundation 
Classroom Innova-
tion Grant applica-
tions. Apply online 
by this Friday, at     
5 p.m. http://www. 
svsfoundation.org/
classroom_grants. 

 October 19 —   
Great Washington 
Shake Out        
Earthquake Drill. 
Drop, Cover, Hold on, 
then evacuate, on 
10/19 at 10:19 am! 

 

Staff Celebrations: 

 MSHS Asst. Principal 
Jerry Maher and his 
wife Kathy had a baby 
girl last Monday,   
September 25. 

 Christi Wright, MSHS 
secretary, welcomed 
her 3rd grandchild to 
the world August 3. 

 Charlie Kunnune was 
the Seattle Seahawk 
High School Coach of 

the Week. See story. 

 Calla Kinghorn, 
CVES Kindergarten 
teacher, is celebrating 
a new baby grandson. 
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School Emergency Preparedness Activities this Month 
 

Several safety-related activities are planned for October, National School Safety Month.  
This week, the District is conducting its annual test of the emergency call-out system,   
as follows: 
 

 On Monday, October 2, all Transportation staff should have received a voice      
message around 5 p.m.  

 On, Tuesday, October 3, all SVSD Staff were sent a voice message on the emergency 
numbers they provided their school/team secretary.   

 And today, Thursday, October 5, all parents of active students will get a message on   
numbers pulled from the Skyward student database. 

 

If you are an active staff member and did not receive a voice message this week, please 
contact Robin Dawson (for those on the Transportation Team), or Carolyn Malcolm for 
all other employees. The call-out system does not include substitute employees.   
 

To help streamline and expedite call-out communications, please note that the District 
will be making a slight change to its early morning employee notification practice this 
year.  In the event of a school closure or two-hour delay, ONE call will go out to ALL 
STAFF once the decision is made early in the morning – typically between 4:30-5:00 
a.m. (Past practice had principals relaying messages to their buildings.) 
 

In addition, schedule change updates are always posted via the following:                  

School Emergency Communication Resources.  Please help direct parents to these      
resources on questionable mornings. 
 

To learn about other activities planned this month, such as the Great Washington 
Shakeout Earthquake Drill on October 19, read the full story online.  

 

Direct Deposit for Expenditure Reimbursements 

The Business Office is excited to announce that beginning in October, expense              
reimbursement claims will now be directly deposited into employees’ bank accounts, 
instead of providing physical checks via mail.   
 

Direct Deposit improves the reimbursement process in a number of ways: 
 Reimbursements are available faster – no more snail mail! 
 No more risk of lost, stolen or forged checks. 
 Reimbursements are electronically deposited into the same account as an              

employee’s payroll check.   
 

The rest of the process to be reimbursed for approved expenses, mileage and travel has 
not changed — complete the necessary paperwork, attach receipts or other supporting 
documentation, obtain supervisor approval and submit to the business office. Be sure to 
carefully complete and attach all necessary information, as claims with missing infor-
mation, signatures or requisite supporting documentation will be returned for     correc-
tion, potentially causing delays in the receipt of your reimbursement. 
 

Completed requests will be processed and deposited at the end of the month – similar to 
payroll. The cut-off date to submit a request is generally around the 25th of each month. 
However, check with each school financial secretary if the exact date is needed. 
 

Questions?  Contact a school financial secretary or the Business Office at 425-831-8011. 

Are you  
registered to 

vote? 
 

October 9 is the 
deadline to register 
for the November 
election. Click here 

for information.  

http://www.svsfoundation.org/classroom_grants
http://www.svsfoundation.org/classroom_grants
http://www.svsfoundation.org/classroom_grants
https://www.svsd410.org/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=4&ModuleInstanceID=39&ViewID=6446EE88-D30C-497E-9316-3F8874B3E108&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=18569&PageID=1
mailto:dawsonr@svsd410.org
mailto:malcolmc@svsd410.org
https://www.svsd410.org/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=4&ModuleInstanceID=39&ViewID=6446EE88-D30C-497E-9316-3F8874B3E108&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=18576&PageID=1
https://www.svsd410.org/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=4&ModuleInstanceID=39&ViewID=6446EE88-D30C-497E-9316-3F8874B3E108&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=18576&PageID=1
https://www.svsd410.org/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=4&ModuleInstanceID=39&ViewID=6446EE88-D30C-497E-9316-3F8874B3E108&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=18568&PageID=1

