
Superintendent’s Message:   

Ensuring Healthy Classrooms for our Students 
 

With the winter break well behind us, I trust that by now you have settled back 
into a more predictable routine.  For teachers and students, the months of Jan-
uary, February, March, and April are typically the most fruitful in terms of teach-
ing and learning.  Good luck to all of our staff as we move through the middle 
portion of the school year---a time when productivity should be at its highest.  
 

The foundation of an effective school and a productive classroom environment 
is the assurance of safety.  Our classrooms and schools need to be a safe harbor 
for students---both in terms of physical safety and their emotional well-being. 
 

Recently, I read a journal article entitled, “Stopping Small Classroom Cruelties 
Before They Escalate to Bullying”.  The summary, drafted by Kim Marshall, speaks to “gateway   
behaviors”.  If these behaviors are allowed to go unchecked, they can evolve into more aggressive 
and destructive behaviors. 
 

I urge you to take a few minutes to review this summary, and more importantly, reflect upon its 
relevance to your classroom and practice.  Ensuring that our schools and classrooms are safe, in 
terms of both the physical and emotional well-being of our students, is a responsibility that we all 
must assume in earnest. 
 

Thank you for attending to the well-being of each and every one of our students. 

-
 

Stopping Small Classroom Cruelties Before They Escalate to Bullying 
 

“Bullying typically does not emerge from thin air,” says author Caltha Crowe in this Responsive 
Classroom Newsletter article. “It starts with small, mean social behaviors, such as Missy’s whisper 
to Laticia as the children trickle into their third-grade classroom: ‘Your hair’s nappy. You’ll never  
get a boyfriend.’” These are “gateway behaviors,” says Crowe, and if they aren’t stopped, they can   
become accepted in a classroom. “Once that happens, children may quickly move from poking fun 
or smirking to openly calling classmates mean names and then to pinching, shoving, and excluding 
the targeted classmate from recess games or classroom conversations.”  
 

The key is for the teacher to spot the gateway behaviors, nip them in the bud, and actively teach 
kindness. Crowe suggests the following four tips: 
 

 Take time to notice. Teachers should be on the lookout as students arrive in the morning,     
at lunch time (getting to the cafeteria a few minutes early is helpful), and during choice time, 
indoor recess, and independent work time.  

 Assess what you’re seeing. “Are interactions between students good-natured joshing       
between social equals or true gateway behaviors?” asks Crowe. Watch for tone, mean jokes, 
rolled eyes, exclusion (who’s “in” and who’s “out”), and students who are often isolated.  

 Respond immediately. “A quick response shows the child behaving meanly, the child target-

ed, and those nearby that mean behavior is unacceptable,” says Crowe. “When adults don’t 
respond quickly, conditions are set for mean behaviors to flourish.”  

    Article continued on next page... 

 

Snoqualmie Valley School District 

At a Glance…  
An e-newsletter to inform our learning community 

 

Happy  
New  
Year! 

 

Welcome staff 
who are new    
to our district: 

 

 Bruce Duba    
MSHS teacher 

 Beverly Weller  
MSHS secretary 

 
Winter Learning 
Academy is    
coming soon ! 

Choose from 20    
different technology 
classes offered to all 
staff by the SVSD 
Tech Team on    
February 9, at Twin 
Falls Middle School 
from 8 am-3 pm.  

 Sign up now     
at PD Place. 

 
Calendar Dates: 
 

 Martin Luther 
King Jr. Holiday          
January 21, 2013        
(no school) 

 

 Mid-winter Break 
February 18-22           
(no school) 

The fundamental  

purpose of the 

Snoqualmie Valley 

School District is  to  

ensure high levels  

of learning  

for every student. 
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Joel Aune  
Superintendent 
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Love is in the Air! 
Congratulations to 
four NBE teachers 
who got engaged 
over winter break!     

 Nancy Byrnes 
Spec Ed teacher 

 Jen Holmquist 
1st gr. teacher 

 Salina Marth    
4th gr. teacher 

 Mary Ann    
Scappucci      
2nd gr. teacher    

 

Congratulations to 
Elizabeth McAfee, 
district receptionist, 

who got married 
last weekend to  
Joe Greenhaw.  

 (She will now go by 
Elizabeth Greenhaw.) 

 

STEM Fest 2013! 
is February 11.   
Attend this first-
time event at MSHS, 
6-8pm, and learn 
about STEM        
education and new 
classes to be      
offered at the  
Freshman Campus 
next year. For   
more information, 
click here . 
 

School Board News 
In January, our Board 
of Directors votes on 
leadership roles.  For 
2013, Scott Hodgins 
is Board president 
and Geoff Doy is 
vice president. Our 
thanks to Dan Popp 
for  serving as Board 
president for 2 years. 

 
Share your positive 

school stories! 
Email malcolmc@ 
svsd410.org or    
call Carolyn at      
425-831-8423.  

 
www.svsd410.org 
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2013 Educators of the Year  
Nominations Due February 6  
 

Who do you know who deserves special      
recognition for their positive impact on SVSD 
students and schools?  The Snoqualmie Valley 
Schools Foundation is now accepting nominations 
for its 2013 Educator of the Year awards program. 
Help recognize three outstanding SVSD teachers 
(from elementary, middle, high schools) and one 
classified staff member.  Click here for more    
information and the nomination form.  

Mount Si High School Welcomes Visitors from S. Korea and Peru  
 

This month, Mount Si High School is hosting ten students and three educators from Gangin, 
South Korea from Jan. 7 to Feb. 1, 2013, 
through Snoqualmie’s Sister City cultural      
exchange.  Pictured here: Superintendent Aune 
and principal John Belcher welcomed Gangin 
school administrators as they compared school 
systems and toured Mount Si High School.    
Also, on January 19, a group of seven students 
from Chaclacayo, Peru will arrive for a similar 
home-stay experience with Mount Si High 
School families.  Click here for the full story.    

School Board Meetings Have Changed Location 
 

Special thanks to the City of Snoqualmie for offering its spacious City Hall facility to our district, 
free of charge, for School Board meetings. As of December, SVSD board meetings  are held at 
38624 SE River Street in Snoqualmie, approx. two blocks from the district office.   

National Board Certification Informational meeting 
 

Washington State was second in the nation for new certifications this year, behind only North 
Carolina.  Join the 35 teachers in our district who have earned National Board Certification, and 
receive a yearly stipend from the state for this prestigious accomplishment!  Dr. Gayle Smith is 
hosting an informational meeting for certificated staff on January 24, from 4-5pm, in the      
Curriculum Library (District Office, 2nd floor).  Please RSVP to Gayle Smith at  
smithg@svsd410.org or 425-831-8038, if you plan to attend of have questions. 

Did you get a new tablet, smart 
phone or Windows 8 PC recently? 
 

Atomic Learning has dozens of tutorials 
to help you learn about a wide range of 
technology devices and programs, at 
your convenience.  Check out the     
Atomic Learning quick link icon on the 
Staff Resources webpage.  Login in with 
your network username and password:  
http://www.svsd410.org/staff/
atomic.asp 

Continued from page 1:  Stopping Small Classroom Cruelties Before they Escalate to Bullying… 

 Be assertive but respectful.  “It’s important to model respectful behavior toward all        
students, including children who are being unkind,” says Crowe. “Disrespect, a harsh tone, or 
sarcastic words can escalate the mean behaviors you’re trying to stop.” She suggests short-and
-sweet remind and redirect statements such as, “Our rules say to be kind; that statement was 
not kind. Try again.” Logical consequences are also appropriate if they’re delivered in a matter-
of-fact, non-punitive way. They should always relate to the misbehavior – for example, having 
a child sit by the bus driver rather than with her friends for a few days, or asking a child who 
was bothering kindergarten students to help them put on their snowsuits before dismissal. 

 

Excerpted from “Close the Gateway to Bullying” by Caltha Crowe in Responsive Classroom      
Newsletter, Fall 2012, www.responsiveclassroom.org. 
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