
 

 

Superintendent’s Message:   

Continuing Our Focus on Technology 
 

One of the elements of our instructional framework (Instructional 5)    
is “student engagement.”  We know that engaging students in the 
learning process is key to effective teaching.  The Technology Levy, 
which was approved by the voters in 2010, provides funding for      
training and tools for teachers and students---all in the interest of 
boosting student learning in our classrooms and preparing them for 
post-secondary educational pursuits and 21st Century careers. 

 

Technology, when placed in the capable 
hands of our teachers, is a tool that can be 
employed to engage students in the     
learning process.  Technology, when placed 
in the hands of our tech-savvy students, is a 
tool that they can utilize to communicate, 
create, and expand their learning. 
 

In the time since this initiative was 
launched last year, I have been impressed 
with the efforts of our teachers to bring 
technology into their classrooms and utilize 
it as a tool to more deeply engage students 
in their learning.  And more importantly,  I 
look forward to the continued growth and        
expansion of technology in our classrooms 
that is bound to occur during the course     
of the coming year. 

 

Snoqualmie Valley School District 

At a Glance…  
An e-newsletter to inform our learning community 

 

Welcome New 
SVSD Staff 
hired to the  
District since 
September: 

 

 Tricia Bovenkamp 
SES SpecEd IA 

 Shelley Cornell   
TLC SpecEd IA 

 Amy Corder      
CVES PE teacher 

 Reinanda Drain 
FCES IA 

 Bart Durbin        
computer technician  

 Jake Hammons  
FCES PE teacher 

 Michele McDaniel 
NBES cook 

 Tracy Pascoe   
FCES cook’s helper 

 Pamela Shank-
Kaufman           
FCES IA 

 Katherine Tétu 
MSHS LA teacher 

 Patricia Walker   
SES SpecEd IA 

 Jayna Ysteboe 
MSHS math teacher 

 
 

The fundamental  

purpose of the       

Snoqualmie Valley 

School District is to 

ensure high levels    

of learning  

for every student. 
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Superintendent 

Introducing:  New Technology Team Members 
 

Meet the new members of the SVSD Instructional Technology Team:      
 

 Ryan Vannatta joins us from Transportation 
as a computer technician supporting SES  and 
SMS primarily.       

 Bart Durbin has been hired as a computer 
technician to support the  North Bend 
schools: Two Rivers, TFMS, NBE, and Opstad.    

 Jacqueline “Jay Jay” Ross, formerly a CVES 
5th grade teacher, is now helping all K-5 
teachers integrate technology into engaging 
classroom lessons in her role as a Technology 
Teacher on Special Assignment (TOSA).  

 

 

Leading Education into the Future 
 

Technology is all about engagement.  

Watching the intense looks on our children’s 

and teens’ faces as they play video games, 

text all day, Skype, Facebook, watch 

YouTube videos, and juggle a dozen       

websites at a time, we can clearly see that 

they are engaged. 
 

The iGeneration is immersed in technology.  

Their tech world is open 24/7.  Now, we 

need to take advantage of their love of    

technology to refocus education. In doing  

so, we’ll not only get students more         

involved in learning, but also free up     

classroom time to help them make meaning 

of the wealth of information that surrounds 

them. 
 

Source: Educational Leadership, February 2011. 

 



 

 

 

Celebrations! 
      

 Joel Aune,          
Superintendent,   
became a grandpa 
with the birth            
of his grandson. 

 
 Jeff D’Ambrosio, 

MSHS teacher,     
had a baby boy. 

 
 Eric Goldhammer, 

MSHS teacher,     
had a baby girl. 

 
 Cindy & Dave  

Johnson, District 
secretary & bus   
driver, became       
first-time grand-
parents with a new     
granddaughter. 

 
 Amy Jones,     

FCES teacher,      
had a baby girl. 

 
 Bryce Meserve, 

MSHS teacher,     
had a baby boy. 

 
 Molly Prater,   

NBES teacher,      
had a baby boy. 

 
 
 
 
 
Need Tech Help?    

Submit a help ticket 
or find a listing of  
our IT staff, their 
contact numbers, 
and the schools  
that each supports 
at: http://
www.svsd410.org/
staff/teachlearn/itp/
support.asp. 
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Mobile Learning Initiative:  

 Classroom grant recipients to be announced SOON! 
 

Our Instructional Technology department launched a new Mobile Learning Initiative 
this fall. This is based on our District’s belief that the use of mobile devices, like iPads 
and netbooks, will better engage students in learning and foster skills necessary to 
succeed in today’s increasingly technology-dependent world.  Further, technology is 
most effective when it is embedded within the teaching and learning that occurs  
every day in our classrooms. One way to accomplish this goal is by supporting     
smaller, more portable devices as a supplement to our traditional desktop-oriented 
computer labs.  Groups of teachers at each school were invited to apply for a mobile 
learning station by the October 7 deadline, and 36 team applications were submitted.  
Approximately 25 mobile learning stations (bundles of devices) will be funded and 
deployed this school year.   SVSD teaching teams selected for this opportunity will 
be notified in the next few days.   
 (For more information, go to: http://svsd410.org/staff/mobile.asp.)  

Testing our District Emergency Communications 

 

On mornings of severe weather, check these resources for the status of our schools: 
 www.svsd410.org – SVSD district website 
 Emergency hotline: 425-831-8494 
 www.schoolreport.org – Subscribe to receive email updates that media        

receive. (If you signed up in the past, you need to re-subscribe this year.) 
 local radio & TV stations 

 

HEADS-UP STAFF:  There are 3 tests planned to test our Emergency Call-Out 
SchoolMessenger System at the end of this month. Mark your calendars: 
1) Monday, 10/24 at 5pm—a test message will be sent to all bus drivers and district 

personnel on the early morning AM CALL-OUT notification.   
2) Tuesday, 10/25 at 5pm — all parents in our database will be sent a “test” message.   

3) Thursday, 10/27 at 5pm — ALL STAFF should receive a “test” message of 
our emergency call-out system.   

 

In the staff test, a recorded message will be sent to the cell and home phone numbers 
that employees have provided.  If you discover, as a result of these tests, that a        
correction is needed to your emergency employee numbers — Transportation team 
members should contact Karen Lewis, and all other employees please send email to 
Carol Monsos with the subject line: “SchoolMessenger Update.”  We appreciate your 
cooperation to ensure our systems are in place BEFORE we need them! 

NBE’s Alan Tepper Named “Teacher of the Month” 

Alan Tepper, North Bend Elementary PE Teacher and Panther Pride Unicycle 
team coach for 30 years, was named the first MacaroniKid “Teacher of the 
Month” for September 2011. Congratulations Mr. Tepper  for 
“your ability to make fitness fun and never intimidating, your 
focus on compassion and acceptance, and the impact you’ve    
had on so many students in our  community,” as articulated on 
the Snoqualmie Valley-Issaquah Internet blog, located at: 
www.snoqualmievalley.macaronikid.com.   

http://www.svsd410.org/staff/teachlearn/itp/support.asp.
http://www.svsd410.org/staff/teachlearn/itp/support.asp.
http://www.svsd410.org/staff/teachlearn/itp/support.asp.
http://www.svsd410.org/staff/teachlearn/itp/support.asp.
http://svsd410.org/staff/mobile.asp
http://www.svsd410.org
http://www.schoolreport.org
http://www.snoqualmievalley.macaronikid.com.


 

 

FINDING FUNDING:  Grants Help Equip Our Playgrounds  

 

Fall City Elementary and its PTSA just learned they won a $45,000 Youth Sports Facility 
grant from the King County Parks & Recreation Division to modernize the school’s      
primary playground!  The Fall City Metropolitan Park District has also committed 
$10,000 to this project, and the Snoqualmie Valley Youth 
Soccer Association plans to donate $1,000.  They look       
forward to construction starting in the next few months.    
 

Snoqualmie Elementary School recently installed new      
outdoor fitness equipment purchased from the $10,000   
NFL “Back to Football Friday” grant that the school won    
last fall, in addition to $2,600 donated from the SES PTSA.  
See the headline on the school district website for more 
photos of Seattle Seahawk John Carlson helping to unveil  
the new equipment during an October 4 assembly.  

Social Networking Do’s and Don’t—for School Employees  
 

Social Networking is a powerful tool that has the potential for some    
amazing educational applications.  However, just as in life, what’s            
appropriate in one’s personal, private life is not always appropriate in       
an educational setting...and can put an employee or others at risk.   
 

Our District has defined guidelines for maintaining a clear line between personal and  

professional social networking. We strongly encourage ALL SVSD EMPLOYEES who     
communicate via social networking (such as Facebook, etc.) to read the SVSD Guidelines 
for Educators Using Social Networking Sites. This important 2-page  document outlines 
expectations, recommendations, and potential risks for school employees who use social 
networking.  Download a copy from the district website at: http://www.svsd410.org/
departments/technology/policies/social_networking_guidelines.pdf   

 

Did You Know? 
The SVSD Tech      
Integration efforts  
are reaching 
many!   
 

Here’s the combined 
total from recent 
opportunities      
offered via the  
Summer Learning 
Academy (Aug. 17-
18) and this year’s       
Technology Kick-off 
Day (Aug. 24):  

 

 73 classes were        

offered 

 

 148 hours of   
Professional    
Development 

 

 551 staff           

participated 
 

 4,224 clock hours 
were earned! 

 
Watch for more    

information    
about the Winter 
Learning        
Academy            
on a Saturday     
in February, 2012.  

 
Help us tell the     
positive stories of 
our schools, staff 
and students: 

Send story ideas 
and kudos to     
malcolmc@ 
svsd410.org or    
call Carolyn at     
425-831-8423.  

 
SVSD #410 
PO Box 400 

8001 Silva Ave SE 
Snoqualmie, WA 

98065 
Ph: 425-831-8000 

Fax:  425-831-8040 
www.svsd410.org 
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NEW:  Family Access          

via your Mobile Device  

 

Snoqualmie Valley students and their guardians 
can now access their student information in the 
district database more easily using a mobile   
device.  The new option presents student data  
in a format that is scaled for smaller devices.  
Parents: To check out this new feature for your 
students, click on the Family Access icon on the 
website homepage and select the Mobile Device 
options.  You’ll need your unique login and   
password which you can get from your school’s 
office if you’ve misplaced yours.                   
Watch for more information on a similar       
feature for Employee Access via your Mobile 
Device… coming soon! 

Happy Retirement  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Best wishes Jan Young         

District receptionist 
 

Began at SVSD: 10/27/2003 
Celebrating last day: 10/27/2011 

 

http://www.svsd410.org/departments/technology/policies/social_networking_guidelines.pdf
http://www.svsd410.org/departments/technology/policies/social_networking_guidelines.pdf
mailto:malcolmc@svsd410.org
mailto:malcolmc@svsd410.org
http://www.svsd410.org/

