
Spotlight on Teachers on Special Assignment   
 
This month’s issue of At a Glance draws attention to the work of our      
Teachers on Special Assignment. TOSAs play an important role in the 
Snoqualmie Valley schools, providing direct support to teachers across the 
district.  Our TOSAs deliver professional development to teachers, provide  
individual classroom support upon request, share research-based ideas among 
educators, introduce new technology tools and curriculum, and provide      
assistance to help teachers utilize technology to engage students and enhance 
lessons.  This year, the TOSAs have been instrumental in the roll-out of the 
District’s Technology Initiative by planning and training during the summer, 
coordinating and teaching classes to teachers, and providing hundreds of 
hours of follow-up support to teachers who are learning about classroom  
technology opportunities made possible by the 2010 Technology Levy.  
 
We know that teachers are the most important element of the school system, 
because the quality of teaching occurring in our classrooms has a profound 
influence on the achievement levels of our students.  The TOSAs are a       
valuable resource in helping expand the capacity of our teaching staff so    
that they are able to bring out the very best in each and every one of our  
students. Don’t hesitate to call upon a TOSA to assist you in sharpening    
your skills and further refining your craft.   
             Superintendent Joel Aune  
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Breaking News… 
Congratulations to 
the following teach-
ers who earned Na-
tional Board Certifi-
cation this year: 
Melanie Breitbach         

 MSHS 
Elise Cooksley    

 Two Rivers 
Paul Dobberfuhl 

 CKMS 
Catherine             

Fredenburg CKMS 
Chris Harting OES 
Gerald Maher SMS 
Lisa Truemper 

 MSHS 
Kyle WallaceTFMS 
Diana Young-

Blanchard MSHS 

 
CALENDAR: 
 

Conference days: 
December 6   
December 7  

(early release) 
 

Public Bond mtgs. 
December 7, 7pm  

 @ TFMS 
December 8, noon, 

 @ TFMS 
December 15, 7pm,         

 E-Meeting 
 

Enjoy Winter Break 
 December 20-31 

(no school) 

The fundamental  
purpose of the       

Snoqualmie Valley 
School District  

is to ensure high levels 
of learning  

for every student. 
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Talented and Tech-savvy...Meet our TOSAs 

Photo at left: (front row) Dr. Gayle Smith  
and Maria Nutter, (back row) Kerstin Kramer 
and Jan Formisano. 
 
Pictured above: (left to right) Justin 
Talmadge, Katie Morris, and Seth Deniston. 



 

   
Welcome         
New Employees: 

 Darron Marzolf, 
         TFMS Sp Ed IA  
 Amy Dittbrenner, 

         CKMS Drama Coach  

 
Congratulations! 
 Ryan Stokes,  

Business Services 
Director, adopted 
baby girl (11/30) 

 
Giving Thanks... 

For the Transpor-
tation and Opera-
tions teams’       
efforts during our 
first snow event 
the week of        
November 22.  
They went the   
extra mile to chain 
up the bus fleet, 
safely deliver    
students, test 
roads in the wee 
hours, plow school 
parking lots, and 
inspect buildings 
for broken pipes 
during freezing 
temperatures over 
the break.   

 
Share your news: 

Send staff kudos  
for At a Glance  
consideration to 
Carolyn Malcolm   
at malcolmc@ 
svsd410.org or    
call 425-831-8423.  

 
SVSD #410 
PO Box 400 

8001 Silva Ave SE 
Snoqualmie, WA 

98065 
Ph: 425-831-8000 

Fax:  425-831-8040 
www.svsd410.org 

 

Do you know who to call for extra teaching support? 
 
Our TOSAs’ responsibilities and areas of expertise are outlined below. Consider 
how they might partner with you to boost student learning in your classroom.  
 
 Gayle Smith offers district-wide Instructional Technology (IT) coaching and 

support, with a focus on Mount Si High School staff. Gayle, who previously 
taught math at MSHS, also supports middle school mathematics to help bridge 
transitions from elementary to middle school, and middle to high school. She 
supports the use of Skyward, Discovery Education, Microsoft products,       
netTrekker, and Promethean’s Activ products and is also leading efforts to  
consolidate student assessment data in the district’s new Data Dashboard. 
(425-831-8038, smithg@svsd410.org) 

 
 Kerstin Kramer’s primary responsibility is to support K-10 science, particu-

larly the middle school OEL process and the AIMS process for the 9th and 10th 
grade curriculum review.  She provides IT coaching and support to K-2    
teachers across the district and specializes in the use of Promethean’s Activ 
products and VoiceThread.  Kerstin, who taught science at SMS previously, 
also facilitates our district’s Teacher Assistance Program.                          
(425-831-8037, kramerk@svsd410.org) 

 
 Justin Talmadge offers IT coaching and support to middle school staff across 

the district. He specializes in the use of Web 2.0 tools such as blogs, wikis, and 
educational networks, as well as Promethean’s Activ products. Previously a 
Language Arts teacher at SMS, Justin continues to provide leadership adminis-
tering writing scoring conferences and the RAI reading assessment for        
students in grades 6-8. (425-831-4212, talmadgej@svsd410.org) 

 
 Seth Deniston focuses his IT support and coaching toward the needs of 3rd-

5th grade teachers, specialists, and support staff at the elementary level.  A  
3rd grade teacher from CVES, he also supports K-5 mathematics. Seth special-
izes in the use of Promethean’s Activ products, netTrekker, Microsoft products, 
and other web-based curricular resources. He oversees the scheduling of tech-
nology classes, technology-related staff communication (i.e. staff resources 
webpage), and supervises the Technology Integration Lead Trainers (TILTs). 
(425-831-4213, denistons@svsd410.org) 

 
 Jan Formisano is a Student Services TOSA who previously taught 2nd grade 

at SES. Jan supports Title I, LAP, ELL and special education programs. She 
provides professional development to staff (GLAD, curriculum), technical     
assistance around Title I and LAP reporting requirements, and assists with  
special education initiatives and the Teacher Assistance Program.              
(425-831-8424, formisanoj@svsd410.org) 

 
 Maria Nutter provides technical assistance and support to school teams 

around programming for individual students by providing professional develop-
ment (structured teaching, social skills) and assisting with special education 
initiatives. Maria was a Special Ed. TOSA in Highline before joining our district. 
(425-831-4214, nutterm@svsd410.org) 

 
 Katie Morris has taught 1st and 2nd grades at FCES and is now serving the 

entire district as a half-time Curriculum and Instruction TOSA.  Katie’s primary 
focus supports K-5 reading by coordinating Reading Buddies Programs district 
wide, administering the three elementary-level reading assessments, and 
working with Justin Talmadge on reading assessments to bridge the elemen-
tary to middle school transition. (425-831-4040, morrisk@svsd410.org) 

 
Stop by the TOSAs’ modular office — behind the District Office building 
near Transportation — for a visit soon! 


