
Spotlight on Assessment        by Joel Aune, Superintendent 
 

This issue of At a Glance focuses on one of the many assessments utilized in our 

schools to measure student learning---the WASL.  You may be aware that the 

WASL will be replaced this spring by two exams that will be shorter in length, but 

similar in rigor. Over the next few years, school districts will transition from the 

current paper-pencil design to an online format.   
 

It is important to remember that State testing is not the sole assessment of a   

student’s academic proficiency, but rather one snapshot of a student’s perform-

ance.  Our teachers regularly employ a variety of assessments to gain true    

measure of a student’s knowledge, skills, strengths, and deficiencies. 

 

Snoqualmie Valley Public Schools 

At a Glance…  
An e-newsletter to inform our learning community 

 
Did you know? 
District Calendars 
for upcoming school 
years of 2010-11 and 
2011-12 have been 
approved.  For your 
planning purposes, 
these are posted on 
the district website. 
Other dates (i.e. con-
ferences) will be 
added later.  

 
 

REMEMBER to 
VOTE & MAIL  
your ballot by  
February  9. 

 

   Check both sides 
of the ballot please.  

 
 

This week —  
   February 1-5 is 
School Counselor            
Appreciation Week.  
Thanks for all you do! 

 
 

ENJOY... 
Mid-winter Break  
February 15-19! 

 
 
Save Energy /Costs:  

• Turn off lights 

• Shut off copiers 
and computers 

• Copy front-to-back 

• Carpool 

• Ride a bike   

• Recycle 

• Share magazine 
subscriptions  

• Compost  

• Use a thermos 

• Refill water bottles 
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New Tests Replace WASL this year 

 

Changes to the 2010 State Assessment are here. Beginning 2009-10, the 

Washington Assessment of Student Learning (WASL) will be replaced by two 

new tests: the Measurements of Student Progress (MSP) for grades 3-8 and 

the High School Proficiency Exam (HSPE) for 10th graders.  
 

Measurements of Student Progress (MSP) 
The MSP name conveys the goal of the new test: to 

measure student progress. The MSP will be shorter to 

take than the WASL and will be administered online 

over the next few years.  Reading, math and science 

will each take just one day to complete, compared to 

two days each needed previously for the WASL. For 

now, writing will still require two days. Beginning this 

spring, about 25 percent of the state’s students in 

grades 6-8 will take the MSP via computer in reading 

and math.  Snoqualmie Valley middle schools will join 

in piloting online testing this spring. 
 

High School Proficiency Exam (HSPE) 
The HSPE name conveys its goal: to measure a stu-

dent’s proficiency of basic skills. State requirements 

vary slightly for students while transitioning to this 

new exam. Students in the classes of 2010-2012 

must pass a reading and writing assessment to  

graduate. If a student already passed this require-

ment via the WASL, he/she will not have to take the 

HSPE in that content area. Students in the Class of 

2013 will be the first required to pass reading, writ-

ing, math and science assessments to be eligible to 

graduate. The new high school reading, math and science exams will be 

shorter, requiring just one day each (compared to two for the WASL.) For 

now, writing will still involve two days.  Beginning in spring 2011, about 25 

percent of the state’s high school students will take the HSPE via computer in 

reading, writing and math. Since Mount Si High School is not currently 

equipped to administer online exams simultaneously to an entire class, it’s 

working to evolve its technology resources for this new requirement.  
 

 

What’s New? 

• New shorter exams 

• Fewer testing days 

• Movement to 

online testing over 

next few years 
 

MSP (grades 3-8) 

Testing window:  
• May 12-28, 2010    

(paper-and-pencil) 

• May 3-June (online  

for grades 6-8)  

 

HSPE (grade 10) 

Testing window:  
• March 16 (reading) 

• March 17-18 

(writing) 

• April 13 (math) 

• April 15 (science) 



 
Questions about 
Assessments? 
Contact our Teach-
ing and Learning 
Dept. at 831- 8018. 
Helpful resources are 
also available on the  
OSPI website at 
www.WAtesting.com 

 
 
Congratulations! 
Special Grants 
awarded: 
• Tom Fladland-NBE 
4th grade teacher,  
won a $2,500 
Lowes Toolbox for 
Education Grant for 
a North Bend     
nature trail project. 

• Two Rivers School 
will receive $7,500 
from the City of 
Snoqualmie for 
medical, dental and 
mental health ser-
vices for students. 

 
 
Don’t Delay… 
Educator of the 
Year nominations 
must be post-
marked TODAY 
( Feb. 1). Recognize 
a deserving peer at 
www.SVSFound-
ation.org. 

 
 
Send At a Glance 
staff kudos ideas to:  
Carolyn Malcolm at 
malcolmc@svsd 
410.org or call          
425-831-8423 

 
 

SVSD #410 
PO Box 400 

8001 Silva Ave SE 
Snoqualmie, WA 

98065 
 

Ph: 425-831-8000 
Fax:  425-831-8040 
www.svsd410.org 

K-5 Social Studies 

Curriculum Adoption      
After nearly two years of research,    

review and piloting, our elementary 
schools adopted new social studies    

curriculum this school year.  The scope 
and sequence for social studies curricu-

lum starts at Kindergarten with Me and 
My World, first grade–My School and 
Family, second grade–My Community, 
third grade–Our Community and Beyond, 
fourth grade–Early NW Coast People, 
and fifth grade–America’s Past &    
Struggles for Independence in Colonial      
Boston.  The primary instructional mate-

rials are from Teachers’ Curriculum Insti-
tute (TCI) which is also being used at the 

middle level.  Special thanks to Kelly  
Billington for her leadership in facilitating 

this process, along with building level 

leaders: Seth Dennison, Sharon Piper, 
Cindy Hodgins, Gary Karacia, Danielle 

Bernado, Tom Fladland, Jenni Samms, 
Sharon Reorda, and Joanna West. 

SVSD 2009 WASL Highlights 
 

Although the WASL is changing, there was much to be celebrated 

from last year’s results.  Here are just a few of the highlights… 
 

• Our district out-performed the state at all grade levels in all areas — writ-

ing, mathematics, reading, science — on the 2009 WASL.  

• Over the past four years, there’s been a continuous upward trend in the 

percentage of students meeting or exceeding standard on the WASL in 

reading, writing, mathematics and science at grades 4, 5, 7 and 8. 

• There has been a 14% increase in the number of 5th and 8th grade     

student meeting or exceeding standard in science from 2007-2009. 

• Mount Si High School ranks in the top 10% of high schools (out of 404) in 

the state in the area of writing, top 14% in the area of mathematics, and 

top 18% in reading. 

• 96.7% of 10th grade students met standard in the 2009 Writing WASL. 

• Mount Si High School ranks in the top 14% (54th out of 390) high schools 

based on combined 2009 WASL Mathematics and Reading score 

(Information provided by School Digger website -                                         

http://www.schooldigger.com/go/WA/districtrank.aspx) 

• Chief Kanim and Snoqualmie middle schools rank within the top 5% of 477 

Washington State middle schools in 7th grade writing on the 2009 WASL.  
(School Digger website- http://www.schooldigger.com/go/WA/districtrank.aspx) 

• Snoqualmie Valley School District ranks 11th out of 212 school districts on 

the combined average mathematics and reading scores at grades 3-10. 

(School Digger website- http://www.schooldigger.com/go/WA/districtrank.aspx) 

• Looking at school districts with more than 4,000 in student enrollment, the 

Snoqualmie Valley School District ranks 6th out of the 212 in our state on 

combined average math and reading scores. 
 

 

Keep up the great work!  It’s clearly making a difference for students. 

Principal Cori Pflug won a prestig-

ious scholarship, awarded to only six 

other graduate students across the nation, 

from the American Association of School     

Administrators. In addition to leading 

SES, Pflug is interning with the District to 

earn Superintendent credentials. Pictured: 

Dr. Rich McCullough, former SVSD Su-

perintendent and director at Seattle Uni-

versity, recognized Pflug January 7.   
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