
 

 

Superintendent’s Message:   

Court Rules for Better School Funding,        

while Schools Prepare for More State Cuts 

 

This month’s edition of At a Glance underscores achievement, recognition, 
and innovation occurring in our school district.  In January, Geoff Doy and 
Carolyn Simpson joined Marci Busby, Scott Hodgins, and Dan Popp on the 
Board of Directors.  Teachers and schools were recognized for excellence, 
accomplishment, creativity, and professional development.  The stories in  
this newsletter are but a few examples of the great things happening in our 
schools. 

 

Back on January 5, we were thrilled to learn of the ruling from the State Supreme Court.  The  
ruling confirmed what we have known for quite some time---that education funding is not       
adequate and that further cuts have been, and will continue to be, in violation of our state’s    
Constitution.  This decision provides direction and accountability for the Legislature.  It also     
provides a renewed hope for the future.   
 

In spite of this momentous decision, funding for K-12 education may still be at risk.  It is not yet 
clear whether the Legislature intends to fully comply with the Court’s ruling in this particular  
session.  Consequently, our school district, along with all others across the state must continue  
to plan for the worst case scenario---one which involves deep cuts to funding for schools.  As the 
legislative process continues to unfold in Olympia and new information comes available, we will 
endeavor to keep you informed.    
 

Regardless of the budget challenges that lie ahead, our teachers persist in their reach for         
excellence and our schools continue to excel.  It is this work and subsequent accomplishments 
that should be a source of pride.  The commitment of everyone, from the Board to administration 
to staff, is making a difference in our schools.  I thank you for your unwavering dedication to our 
students and applaud your efforts to provide them the best educational experience possible. 
 

Have an enjoyable mid-winter break. 

 

Snoqualmie Valley School District 

At a Glance…  

An e-newsletter to inform our learning community 

 

Enjoy 2012! 
 
Make-up Days 

Add 4 days to the 
school year for 
class time missed 
in January due to 
severe weather.  
Last day of class 
with kids in 
grades 1-12 is 

now June 15. 
 

 

Welcome  
 Newly-hired staff 

since December 
 

 Kerry Devore    
Pre-K instruct. asst. 

 Heather Hall        
CVES instruct. asst. 

 Leah Harrison  
NBES instruct. asst. 

 Elizabeth McAfee 
DO receptionist/secr. 

 Lisa Renner-Dang 
SES Cook’s helper  

 Chelsie Swanson 
TLC instruct. asst. 

 
Mid-Winter Break 

is coming soon 
February 20-24   
(no school)  

The fundamental  

purpose of the       

Snoqualmie Valley 

School District is to 

ensure high levels    

of learning  

for every student. 
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Superintendent 

 

3 Schools earn Washington Achievement Awards!  

 

Three Snoqualmie Valley schools have earned 2011 Washington Achievement Awards from the 
State Board of Education and the Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI).  For a  
third year, our schools have been recognized in the top 5% of highest-performing schools on the 
basis of state test scores, graduation rates and closing achievement gaps over time.            

 

Congratulations to staff, students, principals and parents at: 

 Chief Kanim Middle School for "Overall Excellence - Middle School" and     
 "Special Recognition in Science" awards;  

 Twin Falls Middle School for an "Overall Excellence - Middle School" award;  

 Two Rivers School for a "Special Recognition-Extended Graduation Rate" award.  
 

Washington Achievement Awards recognize top performing public schools (based on two-year 
averages) in seven categories: Overall Excellence, Language Arts, Math, Science, Extended      
Graduation Rate, Improvement and Closing Achievement Gaps.  Read the full story. 

http://www.svsd410.org/districtinfo/newspubs/news.asp?DistrictNewsID=706
http://www.svsd410.org/districtinfo/newspubs/news.asp?DistrictNewsID=721


 

 

 

Celebrations! 
 

 Mary Frohs,      
SMS teacher,         
has a new       
granddaughter 

 

 Greg Hart,    
MSHS associate 
principal, was 
named the 2011-12 
Distinguished     
Assistant Principal 
of the Year, by the 
KingCo League.  
Full story.  

 

 Cathi Woolley  
was named the 
2011 School Nurse 
of the Year, by the 
March of Dimes. 
Full story. 

 

 Transportation 
Team had another 
stellar safety          
inspection from       
the Washington    
State Patrol! 

 
 

Kindergarten   
Update:  
 

 Registration is 
Tues., March 6            
(1:30-3:00pm and         
6:00-7:30pm) at  
all 5 elementary 
schools.  

 

 The School Board 
voted to make no 
changes to the  
2012-13 half-day 
Kindergarten   
schedule, at this 
time. 

 
  Hope you had a 
Happy Valentine’s 
           Day!    
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Congratulations: 2011 National 
Board Certified Teachers: 
 

 Toni Canady, MSHS 
 Dawn Frearson, TFMS  
 Julie Gardunia, NBES 
 Shawn Lawrence, TFMS 
 Shannon Roubicek, SES 
 Emily Rourke, TFMS 
 Rhonda Schmidt, MSHS 
 Sara-June Treadwell, TFMS 
 Meredith VonTrapp, NBES 

 

Nine more SVSD educators earn the prestigious title of  
National Board Certified teachers.  Read the full story. 

Opstad Principal John Jester Announces Plan to Retire 

 

Two New Directors Join 2012 SVSD School Board  

 

On January 12, Superintendent Aune officially     
welcomed two new directors —Geoff Doy and    
Carolyn Simpson.  Both were elected in Novem-
ber to serve 4-year terms on the Snoqualmie 
Valley School Board. At this first meeting of the 
new year, the board also voted for Dan Popp to 
continue as School Board president, while Scott 
Hodgins was elected vice president for 2012.    
 
Board of Directors pictured left to right, back 
row: Superintendent Joel Aune, Geoff Doy,    
Chace Carlson (student rep), Dan Popp 
(president), & Scott Hodgins (vice president). 
Front row: Marci Busby, Taylor Pearlstein  
(student rep) & Carolyn Simpson.   

Opstad Principal  
John Jester  
(while travelling 
in Turkey last 
summer) 

 

On Friday, February 10, John Jester announced to Opstad staff and parents 

his plans to retire at the end of this school year. 
 

“This has been a wonderful school community to serve —with extremely 

supportive parents, great kids and fantastic staff, so my decision to retire 

was not an easy one.   What I will miss most are the smiling faces of the  

students each day and the great working relationships that we as staff  

members have built over the years.  With tremendous support from parents 

and PTA, it’s been a privilege to help build a strong educational foundation 

for the children who’ve attended Opstad.  As I look forward to some new  

life adventures, I will cherish many great memories here,” said Jester.  
 

After serving as Opstad Elementary School Principal for the past 15 years, 

and a successful 40-year career in education, Jester is looking forward to        

travelling more (Paris in July), reconnecting with old friends and  spending 

more time with his adult children.  Read the full story. 

http://www.svsd410.org/districtinfo/newspubs/news.asp?DistrictNewsID=704
http://www.svsd410.org/districtinfo/newspubs/news.asp?DistrictNewsID=699
http://www.svsd410.org/districtinfo/newspubs/news.asp?DistrictNewsID=691
http://www.svsd410.org/districtinfo/newspubs/news.asp?DistrictNewsID=723


 

 

 

Nice Work!     
Thanks to all       
who contributed    
to your annual   
School   

 Improvement   
Plans (SIPs).  

 Click here to view 
each school’s    
2011-12 SIP goals 
which guide the  
important work of 
improving our 
schools. 

 
 

Winter Learning  
Academy Recap: 

Approx. 100 school 
staff attended the 
District’s 2012 Winter 
Learning Academy  
on Sat., February 11,  
from 8am-3pm — 
earning more than 
420 clock hours. 
Seventeen different 
technology courses 
were offered such  
as: Student projects 
using iPads, Edmodo, 
Weebly, Digital video, 
Discovery Education, 
and more. 

 The Spring       
Learning         
Academy              
is April 21. 

 
Help us tell the 
positive stories      
of our schools: 

Send story ideas 
and kudos to     
malcolmc@ 
svsd410.org or    
call Carolyn at     
425-831-8423.  

 
SVSD #410 
PO Box 400 

8001 Silva Ave SE 
Snoqualmie, WA 

98065 
Ph: 425-831-8000 

Fax:  425-831-8040 

www.svsd410.org 
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Mobile Learning Initiative Sparks Innovation 

 

Through the district’s Mobile Learning Initiative, teams of teachers were invited to apply for 
classroom sets of mobile devices by defining their innovative ideas on how they will use the 
technology to engage students in learning.  In December, 
teachers were provide classroom sets of mobile devices 
to share in their schools.  Approximately 300 devices 
were deployed to about 75 
teachers to collectively use  
with their students.  
 

Be sure to ask the teachers      
in your building how they       
are using the technology      
with their students!   

Training Opportunity: Hands-on Science in Alaska  

 

Katrina Alegado, science teacher at Twin Falls Middle School, spent last  summer on an exciting 
educational adventure in Anchorage, Alaska, that is now benefiting her 8th grade students.     
Selected as one of 20 teachers from across the U.S., she learned from field  scientists at the    
Education and Research: Testing Hypotheses (EARTH) Workshop through the Monterey Bay 
Aquarium Research Institute.     
 

“My experience at the EARTH Workshop was 
truly amazing!  We learned current research from 
scientists and collaborated to write curriculum 
from this data.  Now I’m excited to share these 
resources with students, especially the current 
issue of ocean acidification,” said  Alegado.    
 

Applications are due in MARCH for this summer’s 
program.  Interested teachers should visit:   
http://www.mbari.org/EARTH/default.htm for 
application materials, and contact Katrina Alegado 
at alegadok@svsd410.org with questions.  

Kyle Wallace, 6th  grade science teacher at  
TFMS, was selected as Teacher of the Month 
for January 2012 by MacaroniKid.com.  
 

The student who nominated Wallace wrote: 
“Mr. Wallace is such a great teacher because 
he makes learning exciting. I always looked   
forward to his class. If there was something   
boring he would make it fun. At the end of 
the school year, he gave us all a piece of   
paper with little tips/rules on it and those 
rules have helped me tremendously. If I came 
to a tough situation there was always some-
thing on that piece of paper that would help 
me through the situation. He is a magnificent 
teacher. Amazing. I was very blessed to have 
had him as a teacher.” 

Snoqualmie Middle 
School language arts    

teacher Rene Peterson 
checks out a classroom 

set of iPods that her 
team of teachers are 

now using with students.  

 

Austin Bachelder, Twin 
Fall Middle School (TFMS)
P.E. teacher and coach, 
was named the 2012     
3A KingCo League       
Middle School “Coach of 
the Year” for wrestling.  
 

“Austin has put a great 
deal of effort into the management of the 
wrestling program at TFMS, and has done a 
great job preparing his wrestlers for high 
school wrestling.,” explained Mount Si High 
School wrestling coach Tony Schlotfeldt.  
Also, Mount Si High School’s wrestling team 
won the 2012 3A KingCo Tournament! 

Two Teachers Touted from Twin Falls M.S.  

 

Austin Bachelder 

http://www.svsd410.org/parents/sips.asp
mailto:malcolmc@svsd410.org
mailto:malcolmc@svsd410.org
http://www.svsd410.org/
http://www.mbari.org/EARTH/default.htm

