
Superintendent’s Message:   

March Madness Offers a Teachable Moment: 
Who Will be Your “Cinderella” Story? 
 

A favorite pastime of mine at this time of year is following the NCAA College 
Basketball Tournament.  Please indulge me, as I offer up a sports analogy    
related to “March Madness” and the Cinderella stories that emerge from the 
tournament each year.   
 

These exciting basketball games and the unanticipated outcomes that often 
occur, give us something to think about as educators that can be related to   
the classroom.  I’m not referring to practicing our mathematics or analytic  
skills with attempts to predict the tournament results.  Rather, I’m referring to 

the “Cinderella” Stories that emerge each year during the tournament— where a small unknown 
school is unexpectedly progressing through the bracket by defeating powerhouse schools that are 
acknowledged favorites; the little school that pulls off the surprise win and exceeds expectations. 
 

As you look at the students in your classrooms, on playgrounds, aboard school buses, and in the 
lunch lines, consider who might possess that hidden potential to achieve the unexpected.  What   
do these students need from us to blossom to their full potentials? What can we do today in our 
schools to help build their confidence, spark their interests, and expose their talents?  What must 
be done to ensure they feel safe and supported in order to achieve their “one shining moment?” 
 

Working in the schools provides all of us with unique opportunities to make a difference for       
children and young people.  Each day presents us with openings to acknowledge and encourage 
youngsters, who with a little bit of attention and push, just might develop into something special.  
Who will be your Cinderella story this spring?   
 

Best regards,  

 

Snoqualmie Valley School District 

At a Glance…  
An e-newsletter to inform our learning community 

 

Welcome          

New Hires           
to the District:  

 

 Katherine Gehrig 
CKMS drama coach 

 Zach Habben 
MSHS varsity    
baseball coach 

 Katelyn Walker 
CKMS IA 

 
Calendar Dates: 
 

 SV Schools  
Foundation      
Annual Luncheon  

March 28          
(11am-1:30pm, TCP) 

 Easter Sunday, 
March 31 

 Spring Break 
April 8-13          
(no school) 

 
 

Sign up now for 
more Tech  
Training          
opportunities    
at the Spring 
Learning      
Academy on  
Saturday,       
April 20, 2013.  

→Go to: PDPlace.        

The fundamental  

purpose of the 

Snoqualmie Valley 

School District  

Is to ensure  

high levels of learning  

for every student. 
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Joel Aune  
Superintendent 

SVSD 2013 Educators of the Year!   
 

Congratulations to three outstanding 
educators who were named this 
year’s Educators of the Year  by the 
Snoqualmie Valley Schools Founda-
tion. Winners of this distinguished 
award are nominated by parents,  
students and staff, then selected by 
the Schools Foundation committee.  
The award recognizes Snoqualmie 
Valley educators who inspire students 
of all backgrounds and abilities to 
learn, who have earned respect, who 
lead by example, and who play an    
active role in creating a positive      
learning environment.   
Read the full story.  

 

The 2013 Educators of the Year will be guests of    
honor at the March 28 Foundation Luncheon: 

 Marianne Bradburn, 3rd grade teacher,     
Opstad Elementary School  

 Tom Burford, 8th grade history teacher,    
Snoqualmie Middle School 

 Joe Galagan, counselor, Mount Si High School 

(This year, no classified employees were nominated.) 

http://pd.svsd410.org/index.php?show_main
http://www.svsd410.org/districtinfo/newspubs/news.asp?DistrictNewsID=875


 

Congratulations! 
 

 Peggy Richter,    
Superintendent’s 
Secretary, was 
nominated by 
United Way for 
its 2013 Program 
Coordinator of 
the Year award! 

 CVES teacher  
Laurie Heinz     
got married over      
Mid-winter Break. 
(She now goes 
by Ms. Laurie 
Heinz-Betts.) 

 Ginger Ander-
son, NBES    
kitchen manager, 
had her first 
grandchild this 
month —        
welcome Lilly! 

 Tori Ringeon, 
SES preschool 
teacher, got      
engaged on     
Valentine’s Day! 

 Rachel Rice, 
FCES music  
teacher got a    
special surprise 
March 8 when    
her boyfriend    
proposed to her 
during her 1st 
grade class.      
She said yes! 

 
 

  

 
Share your positive 

school stories! 
Email malcolmc@ 
svsd410.org or    
call Carolyn at      
425-831-8423.  

 
www.svsd410.org 
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SES Celebrates Several Recent Awards! 
 

 Jennifer Gjurasic, 4th grade teacher at Snoqualmie Elementary School 
(SES), was selected as a 2013 King County Earth Hero at School. She 
is being recognized for her outstanding advocacy for conserving natu-
ral resources at SES.  Under her leadership, students on the school’s Green          
Team coordinate school-wide recycling, weekly campus-wide litter pick-up, and       
an electronics recycling campaign.  At lunch, they recycle milk cartons and keep    
plastic silverware out of the hot lunch program.  SES Principal Kerstin Kramer said, 
“Through her planning, organization and enthusiasm, SES continues to reduce,      
reuse, recycle and rethink.  Thank you, Jennifer, for all you do for our school!”  

 SES was recognized as a Reward (High Progress) School by OSPI, placing among the 
top 10% of Title One schools for sustained progress in reading and math student 
achievement over three years. Read the full story. 

 SES also won the 2013 Family Choice Award for Public School, from the Snoqualmie 
Valley-Issaquah Macaroni Kid, an online resource for families.  

Kindergarten Registration Round Up for Next Fall  
 

When Kindergarten Registration took place on March 
5th at our five SVSD elementary schools, parents signed 
up nearly 400 children to start Kindergarten next fall     
— a number that will continue to grow as the start of 
school nears.  If you know of a family with a child who 
will turn age 5 by August 31 (who missed the March 5 
events), please refer them to their elementary school 
ASAP, as we’re planning now for next year.  On the    
district website, registration information explains   
what they will need to bring to enroll their child.  

Life Skills Program Awarded 
Grant for New Van 

 

The Snoqualmie Valley School District 
was awarded a grant for $25,000 from 
the Garnneau-Nicon Family Foundation 
to purchase an ADA-equipped bus, that 
can help transport students in wheel 
chairs.  This vehicle will help transport 
students with special needs in the Life 
Skills program (grades 6-12) as well as 
those ages 18-21 in the Transition Learn-
ing Center (TLC) to internships, work 
sites, and community outings. Special 
thanks to the Foundation for the grant, 
and to parent Miranda 
Thorpe who helped us     
apply for the grant.   

 

 

Parent Partnership    

Program (PPP) Progress  
 

This program supports families in our  
District who choose to school their      
children at home.  The District provides   
a meeting place, classroom resources, 
and a certificated teacher to teach classes 
and assist with student learning plans.  In 
its first year, the program is serving 20         
students in grades K-5.  The District is 
considering expanding the program to 
grades 6-8 next year, if there’s enough 
parent interest and commitment.  PPP 
enrollment for next fall is now open.   
Another informational session is offered 
April 17, 2013 at the District Office.  For 
more information, please read the flyer. 

mailto:malcolmc@svsd410.org
mailto:malcolmc@svsd410.org
http://www.svsd410.org/
http://www.svsd410.org/districtinfo/newspubs/news.asp?DistrictNewsID=880
http://snoqualmievalley.macaronikid.com/article/450185/2013-family-choice-awards-winners
http://snoqualmievalley.macaronikid.com/article/450185/2013-family-choice-awards-winners
http://www.svsd410.org/parents/school_registration.asp
http://sharepoint.svsd410.org/e-flyers/Community%20Kiosk/Parent%20Partnership%20Program%20Registration%20for%202013-14%20%204.17.13.pdf

