
Superintendent’s Message:   

The Teachers of Tomorrow are in Our Classrooms Today 
 

During last week’s regular meeting, the Board of Directors took time to         

recognize the accomplishments of six outstanding high school seniors who were 

recently named National Merit Scholars.  As these fine students shared with us 

their plans for the future, I was delighted to learn that three of the six scholars 

are planning to continue their studies and careers in  education!  One of the 

students mentioned that her decision was influenced in large part by a handful 

of teachers who had made a particularly strong and meaningful impression  

during her school experience here in our district---perhaps the highest          

compliment a teacher could ever receive.   
 

As a life-long educator, it always pleases me when hearing from young people who have decided  

to enter our great profession.  When our students choose to pursue careers in education, a bit of 

pride can be taken in knowing that we might have in some way helped to bring one of our own into 

the field of education.  Educators do make a difference---in a variety of ways. 
 

Thanks for bringing your “A” game to the classroom and to our students each and every day. The 

passion, care, and enthusiasm you convey to your students often extends well beyond what one 

might imagine.  Who knows?  Maybe you have a budding teacher under your tutelage---and 

through your actions and professionalism, the opportunity to inspire a talented young person to 

become a teacher someday.            
 

Best Regards,   -  

 

Snoqualmie Valley School District 

At a Glance…  
An e-newsletter to inform our learning community 

 

Welcome staff 
who are new to 
our district: 

 

 Ryan Aker  
 MSHS math teacher 
 

 Sandra Armstrong  
 CKMS cook’s helper 
 

 Darci Aspinall  
 NBES 3rd/5th teacher 
 

 Tahvia Bridgman  
 OES Spec. Ed. IA 
 

 Issabelle Davenport  
 Bus driver 
 

 Sarah Delmissier-
Burnes  

 CVES instr. asst. 
 

 Courtney Imel  
 CKMS Spec. Ed. IA 
 

 Leslie Keogh      
 OES instr. asst. 
 

 Angela Luengen  
 MSHS math teacher 
 

 Cristin Richards  
 MSHS volleyball coach 
 

 Timothy Rooney 
 CVES 5th teacher 
 

 Louise Sypher   
 MSHS instr. asst. 
 

 Lorraine Thurston 
 NBES band teacher  
 

Support Our Troops 
& honor veterans 
with donations at 
most schools to   
be collected by the 
American Legion 
Aux #79 on Nov. 8. 

 
 

The fundamental  

purpose of the 

Snoqualmie Valley 

School District is  to  

ensure high levels  

of learning  

for every student. 
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Mount Si Freshman Campus Planning 

 

Since last March, when the School Board voted to move forward with the Freshman Campus in 

2013, planning activities have been in full swing.  With the opening 10 months away, here are 

just a few of the activities underway as we prepare to welcome our 9th graders to the Freshman 

Campus next year. Watch for more details about the FC to be posted online soon. 
 

 New STEM course offering: With the District’s commitment to bolster Science Technology       

Engineering and Math (STEM) education to better prepare kids for future careers, a new    

year-long course will introduce all freshman to sustainable engineering, bio-informatics, and 

computer science careers and concepts. This includes pathways (more advanced courses) 

that students can pursue in subsequent years for further study.   
 

 Many involved in planning:  From the Core Planning Committee, to Advisory Team 

meetings, a Parent Focus Group, School Board work sessions, MSHS staff updates, PTSA 

groups, and student meetings with ASB leaders and 8th graders —many are adding voice to 

the planning process.   

  Remember to Vote by Tuesday, November 6, 2012 

Joel Aune  
Superintendent 

http://sharepoint.svsd410.org/e-flyers/Community%20Kiosk/American%20Legion%20Auxiliary%20Unit%2079%20presents%20SUPPORT%20OUR%20TROOPS.pdf


 

Staff Kudos ~    

 
Congratulations 
to Opstad Pre-
school Teacher 
Suzanne Spuhler 
who was named 
September’s 2012 
Teacher of the 
Month by the 
Snoqualmie Valley/
Issaquah Macaroni 

Kid website. Here’s 
what a parent said 
about Ms. Spuhler: 
“She really cares 
about my son and 
doesn't let his chal-
lenging behavior get 
in the way, but rather 
she is ‘fascinated in 
how his brain works’ 
and wants to figure 
out strategies that 
work specifically for 
each student. You 
just could NOT ask  
for a better, more 
dedicated teacher!!!” 

 
American Flags?     

Drop off tattered 
U.S. flags at SMS 
where students    
are working with       
Veterans again this 
year to respectfully 
retire expired flags.   

 

School Board  
meeting changes:   
 Start time = 6:30 pm           

 New Location = 
Snoqualmie City 
Hall (starting Nov. 8) 

 
Share your positive 

school stories! 
Send story ideas 
and staff kudos to 
malcolmc@ 
svsd410.org or    
call Carolyn at      
425-831-8423.  
 

www.svsd410.org 

Middle School Attendance Boundary Decisions 
 

The Middle School Boundary Review process began in early October and will conclude 

with a decision from the School Board on November 8.  The Study committee initially      

presented five options to determine where SMS  students will attend next fall—either 

CKMS or TFMS, when SMS opens as the Mount Si Freshman Campus.  The options were 

then narrowed to three after considering policy criteria for boundary changes and public 

feedback.  After two online surveys and three public meetings, the final recommendation 

will be presented to the Board on October 30 (6:30pm in the Mount Si High School    

Wildcat Court) before the Board makes a final decision on November 8.  Click here for 

boundary information online including maps, enrollment data, and frequently asked 

questions. If you missed the public meetings this week, watch a webcast of the Oct. 24   

E-Meeting.   
 

Middle School Staffing decisions will be made after the new boundaries are finalized, 

and according to the process defined last spring. These discussions will take place in 

Nov./Dec. with a goal to finalize the middle school teaching assignments by January. 
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NEXT WEEK:  Testing Our Emergency Call-Out System 

 

Three test calls are planned next week to ensure our district’s emergency call-out    

system functions well, prior to a real emergency.    
 

Recorded test messages will be sent around 5:30pm on the following dates: 

 Monday, Oct. 29—AM Staff List  (those who get the early transportation call) 

 Tuesday, Oct. 30 — All Parent Call-out 

 Thursday, Nov. 1 — All Staff Call-out 
 

If you’re a staff member and parent, you’ll get more than one call to the emergency 

numbers you provided your team earlier this year.  If you need to adjust your numbers 

after the test, Transportation Team members please contact Karen Lewis (ext 8020), 

and all other employees contact Laurie Edwards (ext. 8019).   

Construction  

Update at SMS  
 

The courtyard enclosure    
project at Snoqualmie       
Middle School is on track      
for completion and use by 
January...or sooner!  This  
will essentially double the 
commons area of the school, 
providing year-round use   
for SMS this year and the 
Freshman Campus next fall.  

(Photo taken October 9, 2012) 
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