
Superintendent’s Message:   

Our Phenomenal Schools Foundation  
 

If you’ve never attended the Snoqualmie Valley Schools Foundation’s 
Annual Spring Fundraising Luncheon, I highly recommend the           
experience.   The presentations are inspiring — from a thought-
provoking keynote message, to student testimonies about our        
educators of the year, to “live” student entertainment and              
compelling SVSD stories of the innovative learning projects that    
classroom grants fund around the district.  Plus, the Foundation     
supports a great cause — your work to educate Snoqualmie Valley 
children and young people!  For details on this year’s event,               
see photos/story online.  

 

We are very fortunate as a district to have a committed group of parents and community 
volunteers who care as passionately as we do about providing the best educational    
experiences possible to our students.  The focus of the Schools Foundation is to encour-
age excellence and assure opportunities in education for every student, in every school,   
every day in the Snoqualmie Valley School District — a mission they have ascribed to for 
nearly 25 years.  I know many of you have directly benefited when the Foundation has 
offered support for innovative teaching programs and projects you’ve proposed.  Please 
be sure to let Foundation members know, at your next opportunity, how their time and 
energy in these endeavors is making a difference for your students. 
 

I am also grateful to, and inspired by those in our community who responded to the      
Foundation’s requests —with $70,000 in donations this year!  Their positive support and 
generosity helps keep our schools strong, our teachers well-equipped, and our students 
engaged in learning that will help them experience bright futures.   
 

—  

 

Snoqualmie Valley School District 

At a Glance…  
An e-newsletter to inform our learning community 

 

Hope you enjoyed  
a rejuvenating 
Spring Break 
despite April  

showers! 

 
 
 
 
 

Welcome new  
employee:  
 

 Carlene Reitan  
CVES SpEd IA           

 

Calendar: 
 

 Travel to India 
this summer!   
Informational mtg. 
for this staff trip is 
April 24, 3:45pm @ 
MSHS Charlie Kin-
nune’s room 404.  

 “Be the Change” 
ms/hs leadership 
conference, May 4, 
8:30am-3:30pm     
@ CKMS 

 Healthy Youth  
Forum, May 6,       
7-8:30 pm @ MSHS 
Commons 

 MSHS Plant Sale, 
May 8, 8am-5pm is 
SVSD Employee 

Pre-sale. May 9-11, 

open to the public.    

The fundamental  

purpose of the 

Snoqualmie Valley 

School District  

Is to ensure  

high levels of learning  

for every student. 
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Joel Aune  
Superintendent 

Two SVSD Schools Earn Washington Achievement Awards 
 

Congratulations to Snoqualmie Elementary School and Chief Kanim Middle School for 
earning 2012 Washington Achievement Awards.  This year, OSPI and the State Board of 
Education is recognizing SES for High Progress, and CKMS for Overall Excellence and  
Science (a distinction the school has earned four years in a row!) 
 

These annual Achievement Awards celebrate student achievement and are given to  
elementary, middle, high and comprehensive schools in seven categories: overall       
excellence, language arts, math, science, extended graduation rate, closing achievement 
gaps and high progress.  Based on state-wide assessment data over three years, they 
use the Washington Accountability Index and criteria in the elementary and Secondary  
Education Act (ESEA) to select the award winners.  A complete list of the 2012 award 
winners is available on the OSPI website. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e7RuGDh_SkU&feature=youtu.be
http://www.svsd410.org/districtinfo/newspubs/news.asp?DistrictNewsID=901
http://www.svsd410.org/districtinfo/newspubs/news.asp?DistrictNewsID=900
http://www.svsd410.org/districtinfo/newspubs/news.asp?DistrictNewsID=900
http://www.svsd410.org/districtinfo/newspubs/news.asp?DistrictNewsID=894
http://www.svsd410.org/districtinfo/newspubs/news.asp?DistrictNewsID=899
http://www.svsd410.org/districtinfo/newspubs/news.asp?DistrictNewsID=899
http://www.k12.wa.us/EducationAwards/WashingtonAchievement/default.aspx


 
DEADLINE 

to apply 
for SVSD Summer 
School K-8 teach-
ing positions is 
April 24, midnight.    
Apply online —   
login to Employee 
Access and select 
“Fast Track Open 
Positions”.   

 
Congratulations! 
 

 Kelsey Carr, 1st 
grade teacher at 
NBES, had a baby 
girl yesterday, 4/18,  
at 1:31 am! 

 Nancy Parsons, 
Food Services  
secretary,           
welcomed her    
first grandchild! 

 Dionne Baker, 
CVES 3rd grade 
teacher, gave birth 
to a baby girl on 
April 10! 

 Colleen and Jim 
McElwdowney 
(SES librarian    
and PE teacher)       
welcomed their   
1st granddaughter  
February 10. 

 MSHS Book Club 
was praised in the 
King County Library 
2013 Annual Report 
for engaging 100+ 
students in reading 
club during lunches. 

 

Share your positive 
school stories! 
Email malcolmc@ 
svsd410.org or    
call Carolyn at      
425-831-8423.  

 
www.svsd410.org 
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Jessii Stevens voted Washington State 
Cheer Coach of the Year!  
 

Three cheers for Mount Si High School’s Cheer Coach Jessii     
Stevens, who was voted the 2013 Coach of the Year by the 
Washington State Cheer Coaches Association. She received    
special recognition at an awards ceremony on April 13.          
Under her leadership, Mount Si’s cheer team won first place    
at State and proceeded to earn 6th place at  Nationals in       
Florida in the non-tumbling division.  

Charlie Kinnune earned the 2013 Football Coach of the Year Award  
 

Earlier this year, Mount Si’s Varsity Football Coach Charlie         
Kinnune was awarded the 2013 2A/3A League Football Coach of  
the Year.  Under his leadership, Wildcat football finished third in 
State this year, plus two players were recognized at the National 
Football Foundation’s Annual Scholar-Athlete Awards Ceremony 
in February.   Belated congratulations! 

 

Snoqualmie Tribe Grant will help fund STEM Professional 
Development for SVSD Freshman Campus Teachers 

 

At the Snoqualmie Valley Schools Foundation luncheon on March 26, Superintendent 
Aune announced that the Snoqualmie Tribe had awarded the district a grant for 
$25,000 to support STEM professional development for teachers this summer who will 
be instructing STEM-related courses at the Mount Si High School Freshman Campus 
next fall.  Special thanks to the Tribe for their generous support and to parent Nancy 
Baker for helping apply for this grant.  Read the full story online. 

2013 “Best Of” Snoqualmie Valley Record’s 
Reader’s Choice Award winners & finalists  
 

“People love their jobs. And their teachers...More than 
200 different teachers from Valley schools were repre-
sented. That means hundreds of parents in the Valley   
are impressed enough with their child’s educators to 
say they’re the best,” wrote the Snoqualmie Valley 
Record’s March 27 editorial about its 2013 reader poll.  
 

Congratulations to those who received the most votes  
for Best Teacher:  The winner was Sharon Piper 
(Opstad), plus finalists Sarah Davis and Mrs. Johnson 
(NBES), Joe Dockery (MSHS), along with Katie Bergeson 
(Spark) and Sally Rankin (NB Montessori).  
 

Also, the Snoqualmie Valley School District was a     
finalist for Best Place to Work. 

 

Student creations with 
bonsais, photography,  
ceramics, painting,       
drawing, digital arts and 
cakes were on display for 
the community yesterday, 
April 18 at MSHS.  While 
13 local artists judged the 
visual  art entries and 
named the winners, 
attendees had the tasty 
task of choosing 
the best cake 
entries by  
popular vote.    

mailto:malcolmc@svsd410.org
mailto:malcolmc@svsd410.org
http://www.svsd410.org/
http://www.svsd410.org/districtinfo/newspubs/news.asp?DistrictNewsID=893
http://www.svsd410.org/districtinfo/newspubs/news.asp?DistrictNewsID=902

