
MLK Jr. Assembly Speech  

Written by Molly Boord 

 (presented January 17, 2013 at Mount Si High School) 

 

I think I’m a white person 80% of the time.  

I mean, look around; this school is about that white. It’s so white that the Asians 

all know each other. Hey, Mari. Hey, Yuka. 

Being in a place this white, it is hard to get a grasp of modern discrimination. It is 

said that if we do not learn from history, then history will repeat itself. 

Think about some of these examples: 

"I just think you people would be happier back in Africa where you came from." –

George Lincoln Rockwell, 1966 

In 1955, a fourteen year old boy named Emmet Till was beaten and murdered for 

possibly flirting with a white woman. His murderers, white people, were not 

found guilty and later told the media they had lied their way through the trial. 

“We need segregated buses… This is Obama’s America.” – Rush Limbaugh, 2009 

Last year, new voting laws were passed in some areas making it harder for 

minorities to vote. They passed voter ID laws even though Hispanics and Blacks in 

the states have a hard time getting to places to get an ID. Florida passed a law 

severely shortening early voting, when a majority of the black population votes. 

“Build a great big, large fence – 100 miles long – put all the lesbians in there, fly 

over and drop some food. Do the same thing with the queers and homosexuals 

and have that fence electrified so they can’t get out … and in a few years they will 

die out.” - Pastor Charles Worley, 2012 



In 1998, a 21 year old man named Matthew Shepard was brutally beaten, 

tortured, and left for dead because he was gay. At his funeral, protesters held up 

signs saying “Fag Matt in Hell” 

In 2011, a 19 year old man named Marcellus Andrews was kicked so many times 

in the head that he died, his attackers screaming “faggot” as they beat him. 

"As long as it's inevitable, you might as well lie back and enjoy it." – Clayton 

Williams, 1990 

In August, a 16 year old girl went to a party, got drunk, and passed out. The 

football team then decided to take her from party to party, peeing on her and 

raping her repeatedly. News of this story just hit the media recently because no 

one in the town reported what happened even though the boys recorded 

everything to share with their friends. Many are blaming the victim, saying she 

deserved to get raped because she was a whore or because she was drunk or that 

she made it all up. 

 

This is modern discrimination. It is not so obvious, but all the elements are the 

same.  

During and before the civil rights movement, the blacks who were murdered were 

always at fault because they were black. Racism is still the same, black people are 

overrepresented in prison, racially profiled, and discriminated against simply 

because of their race. 

Gay people are beaten and murdered because they are gay. Women are raped 

and abused because they are asking for it.  

Black people should be kept separate from whites; they should go back to Africa. 

Gay people should be fenced up or kept out of normal people things like 

marriage. Women should be in the kitchen or doing laundry. 

Black people are ruining America. Gay people are destroying the family. Women 

who want equality are corrupting society. 



Discrimination in all forms has certain characteristics: blaming the victim, a 

separation between the groups of people, and an accusation of societal 

destruction. 

Hispanics should go back to Mexico; if Mexicans didn’t come here illegally, then 

they wouldn’t be getting stopped and asked to show their citizenship papers; they 

are bringing crime and drugs into the United States and ruining the way 

Americans live. 

Muslims should go back to Iraq; they deserve getting beaten because they all hate 

America; they are destroying American safety. 

Discrimination still permeates our culture, decades after the Civil Rights 

Movement. But Martin Luther King, Jr.’s message has not lost its importance. 

Dr. King was able to spread his message and further his goal because he 

had a huge support group behind him. It wasn’t just the African Americans; 

it was the ordinary white people, whose lives would not be affected 

negatively by civil rights, that volunteered with the African Americans and 

marched and made Martin Luther King, Jr. a success. Those people 

volunteered because they knew that no matter their personal beliefs, 

human beings should never be denied the right to be equal to everyone 

else. They knew that what they were doing was the most important thing 

they would do in their lives – guaranteeing someone the rights they 

deserve. 

For these modern civil rights movements to succeed, they need people like us – 

ordinary people who may not have a direct stake in the outcome of the 

movement. They need young people who know that it is about more than just 

time, or money, or religion, or themselves – it is about basic human rights that 

people are being denied. 

No one should have to fear leaving the house in the morning. No one should be 

told to “watch what they say, because they may regret it later” or that the way 

they are is unnatural. People should have the right to go to a restaurant and not 

be targeted for being different. 



Dr. King was about more than just desegregation; he was about social change. We 

like to limit him to just African American rights, but that would be doing his 

message a serious disservice. He wanted all people, not just blacks, to feel 

accepted in America.  

It is not about personal beliefs; it is about compassion for each other. I know that 

our school is capable of great love and support for each other. Our school rallies 

together and chooses love after tragedy. We can do the same for the people in 

our school who are discriminated against.  

If we work together, we can eliminate discrimination at our school. If we work 

together and work to inspire others, we can change society to be more accepting 

of everyone.  

I’ve been a part of the change. I called people and knocked on their doors, and I 

got out there and volunteered for a group of people that I love and support.  

It felt so good to change society.  

King had a dream; let’s start today and make it come true. 

 

 

 

 

  


