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Congratulations Class of 2019 Graduates!
Mount Si High School’s 75th Graduation
Ceremony (pictured below) honored 415
graduates on June 7 at the ShoWare Arena
in Kent. Read more highlights about this
impressive class on pages 4-5. Also, 20
graduates from Two Rivers School (at right)
celebrated with staff, family and friends at
the Si View Community Center on June 5, 2019.
Visit the district website (www.svsd410.org), for
more photos and highlights from this Class of 2019.

District Office summer hours are July 8 - August 9, Monday - Thursday 7 a.m. - 5 p.m.; closed on Fridays.
Check the website (www.svsd410.org) later this summer for back to school information and resources.
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Message from the Superintendent

Reflections on my First Year, and an Exciting Year Ahead!
Dear Snoqualmie Valley Community,

Snoqualmie Valley School District

As I’m coming to the end of my first year as your superintendent, I couldn’t be
more excited — for what I have been able to experience and for what the
future holds for our students, staff, parents and community. My first year here
has been one of learning and listening. I have appreciated your feedback as
well as the pride you have shared in your schools and this district.
A lot has happened this year, with the most substantial being the near
completion of the new Mount Si High School. Set to open this fall as planned,
the new school will support the district’s mission of ensuring all Snoqualmie
Valley students will be prepared for college, career and citizenship. The new
Superintendent
facilities are designed to enhance the educational experience of our students
Robert W. Manahan, Ed.D via improved technology, expanding opportunities in career and technology
education classes (such as cybersecurity, welding, biomedical science, criminal
justice, and more), up-to-date science labs and collaborative learning spaces
throughout the facility. We look forward to celebrating this amazing school with the community on
September 7; please mark your calendar to join us for a tour.
This year coding instruction was added at our elementary and middle schools for all students in grades K-8,
to supplement computer science education available in high school. And next year, every student in grades
6-12 will have access to a personal learning device, for use at school and home, as part of our One-to-One
Computing Initiative. We believe this will create greater equity for all students, while preparing students
for opportunities post high school. Thank you for your support of our levies and bonds. This investment in
the education of Snoqualmie Valley’s youth is strengthening our community for generations to come.
We have also been working hard this year to create a learning environment for our students that demonstrates they are Respected, Valued, Loved, Capable and that they Belong to a caring and compassionate
organization. The implementation of new K-5 curriculum for Social/Emotional Learning, coupled with work
done through our middle school SBIRT grant, is helping identify students who might need extra support or
resources. These two initiatives are helping us ensure that our students are getting the help they may need
to be healthy, successful individuals. Thank you for supporting this important work!
In a related effort, we examined what we, as a community, want the portrait of a graduate to look like in
the Snoqualmie Valley School District. Community feedback gathered through the online Thoughtexchange
tool (from 900+ participants) and through a public forum (with 80 citizens) helped define the competencies
and attributes we feel a student needs to be successful post high school. These include: Communication &
Collaboration, Adaptability & Resourcefulness, Empathy, Creativity & Innovation, Critical Thinking,
Independent Life Skills, Global Citizenship, and having a Learners Mindset. You will see us emphasizing
and integrating these characteristics throughout our schools and lessons in the coming year, in addition to
our continued focus on strong academics.
Personally, I have been so impressed with this community. I appreciate your willingness to accept me and
provide the support necessary to be successful. As a district, we know there is always room for us to grow
and improve, and we look forward to hearing your thoughts and ideas to help us become the best school
district in Washington State by any measure. I sincerely believe great communities make great schools and
great schools make great communities. Thank you again for supporting our schools!
Respectfully,

Follow me on Twitter: @svsdsupt
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Terrific Teaching & Learning
Snoqualmie Valley

Girls on the Run!

Girls on the Run is a
program for girls in
grades 3-5 that builds
self-confidence through
team activities and running.
Teams from all six SVSD
elementaries participated
in this 5K run in Kent!

SBIRT Mental Health Grant Is Helping Our Middle School Students
Thanks to a grant from King County,
SVSD middle schools began implementing a new mental health support
program, which has yielded significant
positive results in its first year. The
goal of the SBIRT program (which
stands for Screening, Brief Intervention,
and Referral to Services) is to promote
positive mental health and reduce
adolescent substance abuse, by helping
identify students who may need extra

support or resources to thrive.
Recently, middle school principals
reported to the School Board their
SBIRT efforts and findings after
piloting the program with several
7th grade classes this spring.
Between TFMS and CKMS, they
screened 337 students with the
confidential UW-developed online
survey tool, which was optional
for students and parents.

Fiddler on the Roof Musical at TFMS

As a result, approximately 25%
were identified to receive extra
support immediately from school
counselors and other services.
The students were open to receiving support and several parents
expressed gratitude for this insight.
Next year, all three middle schools
(including SMS) plan to offer the
program to all 7th and 8th graders,
in hope of helping more students.

Battle of the Books District Champs
Snoqualmie Elementary’s Mysterious Mind-reading
Martians team won the 2019 District Battle of the
Books Championship! Congratulations to: Aamena
Khaki, Vedanshi Rahul, Librarian Mrs. McEldowney,
Humairah Kazi, Maya Shekhar and Arnav Kondura.

Twin Falls Middle School students presented the
musical “Fiddler on the Roof” this spring. Incorporating
song and dance, with costumes and sets, to tell a
compelling story, involves teamwork and builds
students’ self-confidence. It’s no wonder that school
drama performances are the highlight of the year for
many students. Bravo!

The 2020 Battle of the Books list is on school library
webpages, for summer reading ideas.
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Class of 2019 Graduates

Celebrating Our Graduates!

Snoqualmie Valley School District

This year, 435 seniors in the Class of 2019 earned their high school
diplomas from the Snoqualmie Valley School District — 415 students
graduated from Mount Si High School (wearing red robes) and 20
graduated from Two Rivers School (in blue). Below are just some of
the highlights shared by Principal John Belcher at Mount Si High
School’s 75th graduation ceremony.
 226 graduates (55% of the class!) earned special stoles or cords to wear at graduation for their academic
excellence. Gold stoles signified those who earned a 3.8+ grade point average (GPA) (16% of the class);
gold cords represented a 3.5 GPA or above; and silver cords achieved at least a 3.2 GPA.
 6 valedictorians earned 4.0 GPAs: Andrew Helfrich, Grace Luccio, Chloe Moreland, Sevastian Schlau,
Allison Winder and Emi Yoshikawa. Salutatorian Maiya Weinmaster had the next highest GPA of 3.995.
 10 seniors from the Class of 2019 earned National Merit Achievement Scholar awards, one of the highest
academic honors in the U.S., placing in the top 3% of seniors, based on PSAT scores. Commended Scholars
included: Ezra Bacon-Gerschman, Wyatt Holcombe, Ryan Horn, Sophia Hulet, Lilly Renner and Erik
Thurston. Also this year, Antonio Gil, Stephan Rubalcaba, Sophia Ojeda and Christian Palomo are
National Hispanic Scholars, placing among the top 5,000 Hispanic students recognized.
 $11.5 million in scholarships were awarded this year—$61,000 of which came from local scholarships.
 500 students took at least one Advance Placement (AP) exam, and a total of 829 exams were taken this
year. Of those students, 135 were seniors or roughly 33% of the Class of 2019 accepted the challenge of
rigorous college-level coursework in high school.
 48 Mount Si seniors earned AP Scholar recognition from the national College Board. Of those, 24 seniors
earned AP Scholar awards for completing 3 or more college-level exams with a score of 3 or more (out of
5 possible). 12 seniors earned AP Scholar with Honors awards for completing 4 or more AP exams with an
average score of 3.25 per exam. And, 12 students were AP Scholars with Distinction for completing 5 or
more exams before their senior year with an average score of 3.5!
 54 seniors earned their Associate
of Arts degrees through the
Running Start program at
Bellevue College while also
earning high school diplomas.

2019 Snoqualmie Valley School District Board of Directors:






Geoff Doy
Gary Fancher
Melissa Johnson
Dan Popp
Carolyn Simpson

The public is always welcome to School Board meetings, which are typically held
every other Thursday at 6:30 p.m., at Snoqualmie City Hall. For information regarding
the School Board, visit the district website at: www.svsd410.org. Select District
Information, then School Board, for meeting dates, agendas and materials, minutes
and podcasts of past meetings, director contact information, and district policies.
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Mount Si High School Highlights
 7 seniors have enlisted in U.S. military service: 4 Navy, 1 Army, 1Marines, and 1 in the Air Force ROTC at UW.
 7 seniors earned scouting’s highest rank of Eagle Scout, each contributing a service project to the community.
 73 senior members in National Honors Society logged a total of 21,690 hours of community service during their
membership, while maintaining academic excellence. 34 of those seniors volunteered over 200 hours each, and
4 students served over 400 hours each!
 Seniors Chirag Vedullapalli and Cody Frederick received the Wildcat
Senior-of the-Year awards from Mount Si staff for modeling integrity,
pride, leadership, sportsmanship, school spirit and service to the school.
 In debate, Abbas Jaffery finished 3rd in the state in Public Forum
and more Mount Si students than ever before qualified for nationals.
 In sports, 875 Mount Si students participate in 20 sports on 44 teams.
53 senior athletes earned a 3.75 GPA or higher. Individual recognition was given to Joe Waskon (cross country —
1st in state), Johnny Barrett and Cale Millen (football). Drew Harris and Reed Paradississ (soccer), Spencer
Marenco (wrestling — 7th in state), and Karlie Stewart, Jenae Usselman and Abbi Triuo (track & field).
 Team recognition was given to Boys Basketball (2nd in state); Boys Golf (4th in state); Girls Golf (8th in state);
Football (10-2 season and state quarterfinals); and Boys Soccer (17-3 season making state final for the first time).
Mount Si Varsity Cheer placed 1st in state and 1st in the nation in their division at the NCA Cheerleading
Championship in Orlando. Dance Team had their best year, placing 2nd in state and 3rd at nationals.
 Mount Si’s Jazz I Band was among the top 15 high school jazz bands in the nation selected to play at the
prestigious Essentially Ellington Festival in New York, for a 5th time, where Sage Eisenhour, James Kolke, and
Jackson Beymer won solo awards. Eisenhour also won 1st place in the Seattle-Kobe Female Vocal audition and
an all-expense paid trip to a Kobe, Japan competition. Christian Palomo’s saxophone quartet placed 2nd in state.
 Camerata and Bella Voce choirs had 27 seniors this year and were invited to perform in the Heritage Festival of
Gold in San Francisco. Sophia Ojeda also won an award as an outstanding soloist at the DeMeiro Jazz Festival.
 Among 415 Mount Si graduates, 63% of the class plans to attend a four-year institution; 20% will attend a two-year
college; 9 are going into the military; 4 are participating in apprenticeship programs; 24 students are taking a gap
year or mission trip before resuming their education; and 7% are entering the workforce.
 9 graduates comprised the first class to successfully complete the Advancement
Via Individual Determination (AVID) college-readiness program, which this district
began three years ago.
 And, Andrew Brown had
perfect attendance since
the 3rd grade!

Find more graduation photos at: www.svsd410.org.
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Cause for Celebration

Snoqualmie Valley School District

TLC Program Celebrates Four Graduates

A special ceremony was held June 6 to honor four
students who completed the District’s Transition
Learning Center (TLC) program, for students ages
18-21. Best wishes to Axel Smith, Nicole Yancey,
Silas Palmisano and Jon Isitt (pictured left to right).

Congratulations to 16 Retirees
Sixteen Snoqualmie Valley educators announced their
plans to retire this year. We wish them good health
and much happiness in their upcoming adventures.
Thank you for your many years of service, support, and
care for Snoqualmie Valley children and schools!

















Kelly Billington, NBES 4th Grade Teacher
Theresa Bothell, TRES/OES Paraeducator
Elaine Burgener, TRS Teacher
Susan Burke, SES Reading Specialist
Anna Clifford, SES Preschool Paraeducator
Barbara DiTrani, OES Paraeducator
Mickey Fowler, CKMS Teacher
Carl Gerber, MSHS Head Custodian
Betty Hamilton, FCES Head Custodian (February)
Lynn Heikkila, Human Resources Director
Laurie Heinz-Betts, CVES Math Specialist/Teacher
Jeff Hogan, Assistant Superintendent of Teaching,
Learning and Technology
Kim Roeber, Superintendent’s Administrative
Assistant (this coming September)
Charles Smith, Paraeducator and Bus Driver (March)
Penny Tietje-Humphreys, Bus Driver
Cindy Yarnchak, Bus Driver
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Mount Si High School on
2019 Best High Schools List
U.S. News and World Report named
Mount Si High School on its 2019 Best
High Schools list -- a national report that
recognizes college preparedness and high
performing public
schools. Among
656 high schools in
Washington State
reviewed by U.S.
News this year,
they rated Mount
Si High School as
16th in the state.

District Transportation Dept.
Earns Outstanding Safety
Inspection 14 years in a row!
For 14 consecutive years, the Washington
State Patrol has awarded Snoqualmie
Valley School District’s Transportation
Department an outstanding safety
inspection! Also, WE ARE HIRING!
Consider driving a school bus next year.
The district provides training and CDL
License reimbursement. Apply online via
Job Opportunities at www.svsd410.org.
Or, call 425-831-8027 with questions.

On the last day of school, the bus yard erupts
in a honking celebration, as bus drivers
depart for their final pick-up of the school
year, with district office staff waving them
on. This end-of-year tradition follows a
festive BBQ potluck lunch together.

Community Connections

Kindness Rocks at Opstad

Summer Meals & Supplies for Kids
The Snoqualmie Valley Food Bank, located at
122 E. 3rd Street in North Bend, offers two
summer assistance programs for kids:
 The Free Summer Kid Meals program runs 10 weeks,
Wednesday, June 26, through Wednesday, August 28,
from 9:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. School-age children can
receive breakfast, lunch and snack items each week.
Registration is now open.

 Back to School Supplies and New School Shoes will be
available in August, pick-up dates to be determined.
Please visit www.snoqualmie
valleyfoodbank.org
for more details.
425-888-7832

Career Fair Volunteers Present
Students Many Options to Consider

Opstad Elementary students and staff launched a
#BeKind Campaign this year that taught empathy and
encouraged acts of kindness. It began with an assembly
featuring Clark Roberts (who is blind) speaking about
seeing others in new ways. Classes took part in weekly
kindness challenges, and students and staff wore
#BeKind t-shirts on Fridays. In addition, the school
began a “Kindness Rocks” activity decorating rocks
donated by J & R Rockscapes, with messages about
being kind. Together, they form a bed of kindness on
display at the school. Next year, they plan to partner
with local business to help promote and reward
kindness throughout the community.
Special thanks to Alicia Messa whose passion for the
program, donation of shirts, and advocacy among
businesses is inspiring others.
Learn more at: www.facebook.com/groups/BeKindSV/

Safeway Rewards K-5 Coding Teacher
North Bend Elementary’s Coding Teacher, Tom
Fladland, received a $2,500 Safeway Teacher Award
from the North Bend store. Fladland plans to purchase
Sphero Coding Robots for his K-5 coding classes. This
year, the district expanded coding instruction to all
Snoqualmie Valley elementary schools. Now students in
grades K-8 learn coding, in addition to computer science
classes and the Robotics Club offered in high school.

What do you want to do when you grow up?
That is the question all students contemplate throughout
their school career. To help them discover their interests
and define their goals, several schools hosted career fairs
this year. Special thanks to the parents and community
members who took time out of their day to speak with
curious students. Among the Career Fairs, there were
26 volunteers at Chief Kanim Middle School’s event in
May (pictured above), 8 guest speakers at the Fall City
Elementary Career Spotlight in April, and 50+ professionals addressing Mount Si High School students in March.
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2019 Spring/Summer District Newsletter

Snoqualmie Valley School District
Mission: to educate all Snoqualmie Valley children to prepare them for college, career, and citizenship.
Vision: to become the best school district in Washington State by any measure.

Looking Ahead to the 2019-2020 School Year…

Two Rivers to Become a Big Picture High School
Two Rivers School will transition to a Big
Picture high school this fall, adopting a new
educational program that centers around
student-driven, real-world learning with
competency-based instruction. The deadline
for students in grades 9-12 to apply is August 23.
Community mentors and worksite experience will play a vital
role this program. If you have a local worksite learning opportunity and are interested in becoming a community mentor to
a student, please attend an informational meeting at Two Rivers
on August 13, at 6-7 p.m. Your partnership is appreciated!

District to Offer SVSD Seniors SAT
Testing Free of Charge Next Year
As part of the district’s mission to prepare all
students for college, career, and citizenship,
we are making arrangements to bring official
SAT testing to the Snoqualmie Valley next fall.
Seniors at Mount Si High School and Two
Rivers will be able to take this national collegeadmissions exam during the school day on
Super Wednesday, October 16. The SAT testing
fees for seniors will also be paid by the district,
to ensure all seniors can take advantage of this
opportunity. (See details on the district website.)

Mount Si High School Is Nearing Completion
Construction of the new Mount Si High School
remains on time and on budget, with the first
Save the Date!
day of school clearly in sight — September 4,
Mount Si High School’s
2019. Spee West Construction and district staff
Community Celebration
have a busy summer ahead, finalizing construc& Open House is
tion, hooking up utilities, installing equipment,
Saturday, September 7
unpacking furniture and curriculum, moving the
data center, testing systems, beginning ball field
construction, etc. In June, as this issue was going to press, Mount Si staff
were packing up offices and classrooms, and demolition of the gymnasium was
beginning. (Wood from the
historic gym floor is being
used in a design element
in the new school.)

Photo from 6/13/19 shows the newly paved parking lot on west end.

For a sneak peek, walking
tour videos are available
on Instagram — go to:
“mount.si.high” Also a
June construction video
and monthly updates are
posted on the district
website, via the Facility
icon (below).

For MSHS construction updates and other resources, please
visit the district website and sign up for District E-News.

8

Converting the MSHS
Freshman Campus into
Snoqualmie Middle School
Adjustments will be made this
summer to prepare for the
re-opening of Snoqualmie Middle
School at 9200 Railroad Ave., since
9th graders will be served at the
new high school. To make this
transition, projects include: blue
exterior trim painting, weatherproofing, LED lighting upgrades,
computer lab conversion, signage
updates, purchase of the library
collection and curricula, band
instruments, and extra-curricular
equipment/uniforms.
SMS Families:
Please attend a
BBQ/Orientation
and Re-Dedication
event Tuesday,
August 27, 4-7 p.m.

www.svsd410.org

