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District Website 
www.svsd410.org 

  

Greetings from the Snoqualmie Valley Schools.  I am thrilled to report    
that the start of the 2011-12 school year has been the best in recent  
memory.  In spite of the continued erosion of state and federal funding   
for schools, we remain diligent in our efforts to provide the best               
educational experience possible for the students.  And while the budget 
shortfalls resulting from these funding cuts present significant challenges, 
our staff is enthusiastically pushing forward with some impressive work 
that will make our schools the best they can be.    

 

This edition of our School District Newsletter includes a substantial amount of information 
about the exceptional accomplishments of our students and the first-rate work that is           
occurring in our schools.  While the Snoqualmie Valley School District is one of the very best   
in the State of Washington, you will see that we are continuing with efforts to make our 
schools even better.  
 

Thank you for your continued support of our schools and the students who attend them.  We 
take seriously our responsibility to educate the children of this community and will continue to 
do our best to provide the structure and opportunities they need to achieve their potentials. 
 

Sincerely, 

Joel Aune 

 

 

 
 

School District Newsletter 

Taking Pride in Our Schools 
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October 2011                                             Fall Edition 

The  
fundamental  

purpose of the        
Snoqualmie 

Valley  
School District  

is to ensure 
high levels     
of learning  
for every    
student. 

Superintendent  
Joel Aune 

Don’t miss the message from our School Board on page 2. 
Back row: Joel Aune (Superintendent), Marci Busby, Craig Husa 
(Board vice president), Caroline Loudenback, and Scott Hodgins. 
Front row: Taylor Pearlstein (student rep), Dan Popp (Board 
president), and Chace Carlson (student rep).  

 

 

Inside this newsletter: 

 
School Board Message         — 2  
 
National Merit Scholars       — 4 
  
College & Career Readiness —5 
 
School Snapshots              — 6, 7 
 
New Technologies      — 8 
 
Parent Partners Program    — 9 
 
Cultural Exchanges             — 10 
 
School Safety Training        —11 

Snoqualmie Valley Schools Board of Directors  
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Celebrating Stellar Schools 
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For Snoqualmie Valley School Board information, please visit the district website at: www.svsd410.org.   
  Select District Information then School Board to find board meeting dates, agendas and materials, 

minutes and podcasts of past meetings, director contact information, and school district policies. 

 Message from the School Board: 

As the Fall season sets in, I am happy to report that our schools are well under way 
and that the year has started off with great momentum and enthusiasm.  It seems 
like only yesterday that we were hustling our kids off to the first day of school in 
late August. 
 

I have been reflecting on this in the last few days and have had a revelation of sorts.  
In many respects, when it comes to our work in schools, every day can be like the 
first day of school.  Every day, we have an opportunity to help make education      
exciting, stimulating and productive for each student.  Every day, we are also met 
with new challenges – at every level – from state funding cuts, pressure to exceed educational standards, 
facilities capacity, to the simple commitment of helping each student succeed.  Through these challenging 
times, our teachers, staff, administration and school board members all work hard to maintain enthusiasm 
and excellence in our schools.  They work to keep the excitement of the first day of school, continuing   
every day.  It’s not easy, but of course, most endeavors that are worthwhile are not easy.  The School  
Board is very proud of this collective team and we thank them for their significant contributions, as they 
keep the excitement fresh for the children of our Snoqualmie Valley Schools.   
 

It could be easy, in the day-to-day hustle of our schools, to overlook our school district’s many success   
stories. All too often, the stories that receive the community spotlight are less positive.  To be sure that   
the spotlight shines on the good stuff, I would like to take a moment to call out some of the successes our 
schools have had in the past year.  I want you all to know about and take pride in the great progress our 
schools have made to raise the bar and be recognized among the best schools in the State of Washington. 
The District’s effort to ensure ALL STUDENTS can be successful is represented each and every day in our 
schools.  While we know there will always be room for improvement, we should be VERY proud of our   
district’s accomplishments! 
 

Did You Know? 
 

 According to the most recent WA State Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) Report Card, 
Mount Si High School maintains an Estimated Annual On-time Graduation Rate of 94.8%, and an Extended 
Graduation Rate of 99.2% (for students who complete high school beyond the standard four years).  While 
our goal is to help every student graduate on time, this performance is well above the State average and   
on par or better than many of our neighboring King County high schools. 

 

 Despite being ranked 287thout of 295 school districts in WA State for funding we receive based on revenues 
per pupil, Snoqualmie Valley School District students continue to score significantly higher than state    
averages, at all grade levels tested in state assessment, in all subjects --reading, writing, math and science.  
One national website (www.schooldigger.com) ranks the Snoqualmie Valley School District as eighth among 
all school districts in the State of Washington, based on the most recent test data from the Spring of 2011. 

 

 Four of our ten schools earned 2010 Washington Achievement Awards for ranking among the top 5% of 
schools for student achievement over a two-year span. A fifth SVSD school was honored as a 2010 School   
of Distinction; also among the top 5% of schools in the state for significant improvement in student       
achievement scores over a five-year span.                                                                                       

          (continued on next page) 

 

Dan Popp,  
SVSD School Board  

President  

file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/malcolmc/Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/1Q7RYFEP/www.schooldigger.com
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Points of Pride in our Schools 

 

 At the 2011 Bellevue High School Jazz Festival, Mount Si High School's Jazz I Band took home the top award— the 
Sweepstakes Trophy — for best band over the two-day festival.  And Twin Fall Middle School's Jazz Band also won 
first place at the Bellevue Jazz Festival in the Middle School division, surpassing 21 middle schools competing from 
throughout Washington State. 

 

 A recent national study of public school district efficiency ranks the Snoqualmie Valley School District among the 
top districts in the State of Washington for its Return On Investment (ROI). According to the report from the Center 
of American Progress, a district-by-district evaluation of U.S. educational productivity, Snoqualmie Valley public 
schools score high on its return on investment, based on a measure of high academic achievement with low cost 
per student. 

 

 Snoqualmie Valley School District is one of 388 school districts in the nation (and one of six in Washington State) 
being honored by the College Board with a place on its AP® Achievement List for opening Advanced Placement (AP) 
classroom doors to a significantly broader pool of students, while maintaining or improving the percentage of      
students earning scores of 3 or higher. 

 

 The Mount Si ASB leadership has inspired the entire staff and student body this year with their approach to            
the P.R.I.D.E. covenant that was developed last year.  An initiative started by students at Mount Si, P.R.I.D.E. 
(Perseverance, Respect, Integrity, Dependability and Encouragement) includes work from 60+ students,                 
representing all grade levels and student interest groups who have been meeting since September of 2010.        
Feedback from the broad student population is that this great program helps students connect better and  have       a 
deeper appreciation for one another – of both their similarities and their differences. 

 

 The average scores of SAT and ACT exams, that Mount Si High School students took last spring of 2011, continue to 
exceed Washington State and National average scores. Our District also continues to see an increase in the number 
of students choosing to take national college entrance exams. 

 

 Our own SVSD Superintendent, Joel Aune, was recently elected by the membership of the Washington Association 
of School Administrators (WASA) to be their new association President.  With more than 1,600 members, under  
Mr. Aune’s leadership, WASA sustains a positive impact on legislative and community leaders across our state. 

 

This is only a short list from the many success stories over the last 
12 months.  I could fill page after page of great things that come 
through and from our schools.  Because of our District’s             
commitment to continuous improvement and its drive to make our 
schools even better for our students, I’m also confident there will 
be many more developments to celebrate in the coming months 
and years.   I strongly encourage you take a moment, perhaps once 
per month, to check out the SVSD website (www.svsd410.org) to 
read the headlines about the impressive things occurring in our 
schools.  Rarely a week goes by when a fantastic accomplishment 
or positive story isn’t featured.  These are your schools.  They are 
the heartbeat of our community.  We should all be pleased and 
proud of how strong the heartbeat is.  We still have work to do,  
but what a great foundation to build upon.  I look forward to     
tomorrow, for after all, it’s the first day of school. 
 

Best Regards, 

Dan Popp 
President, Board of Directors 
Snoqualmie Valley Public Schools 
Email: DanPopp@Microsoft.com  

 

Mount Si High School ASB Students are           
promoting P.R.I.D.E with passion this fall 
among students and staff. Learn more (page 5) 
about this student-led initiative and the positive 
energy it’s making throughout the school.  
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Spotlight on Student Achievement 
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Seven MSHS National Merit Scholars  
 —earn their spot in Wildcat history 

     on the coveted “Wall of Fame” 
 

Three Mount Si High School seniors from the Class of 2012 —

Brian Copeland , Riley Edwards, and Sally Miller— have earned 

the distinction of National Merit Semifinalists by earning test 

scores among the top 16,000 students  in the nation (out of 1.5 

million who took the Preliminary SAT exam last year.)   As a    

Semifinalist, they have the opportunity to  continue in the Merit 

Scholarship program and advance to Finalist standing.  
 

Three others —Natalie Brookes , Landon Edwards, and Kayla 

Tostevin —qualified as National Merit Commended Students.  

Commended Students were selected among the top 50,000  

highest scoring students (out of the 1.5 million who took the 

PSAT exam last spring.) This commendation recognizes students’ 

academic success and potential, and can help broaden their   

educational options.  
 

Also, senior Kyle Seymour qualified as an Outstanding             

Participant in the National Achievement Scholarship Program. 

Seymour is one among just 3,100 students across the nation  

being recognized for scoring in the top 3 percent of more than 

160,000 Black American students who took the PSAT exam.   
 

All Mount Si High School juniors are encouraged to participate   

in the PSAT each year to ensure that every student has the     

experience of taking at least one rigorous nation assessment  

that college admissions consider.   

Mount Si Students Named               

2011 Advanced Placement Scholars         

for High Scores on AP Exams   
 

Twenty-nine Mount Si High School students 
earned 2011 Advanced Placement (AP) Scholar 
Awards for exceptional achievement on college
-level AP Exams which they took last spring.   
 

Success on a college-level AP Exam is defined 
as a score of 3 or higher (on a scale of 1-5 with 
5 being the highest possible score). Many     
colleges also award college credit or higher 
class placement for those who score high. 
 

Congratulations to the following students who 
earned three levels of AP Scholars awards:  

 A 2011 AP Scholar with Distinction Award 
was granted to one Mount Si student for 
earning an average score of 3.5 or higher   
on all AP Exams taken, and scores of 3 or 
higher on five or more of these exams.                
Congratulations Sarah Robbins!   

 

 2011 AP Scholar with Honors Awards       
recognize students who earned an average 
score of at least 3.25 on all AP Exams taken, 
and scores of 3 or higher on four or more    
of these exams.  Ten MSHS students earned 
this distinction: Rachel Apone, Brian     
Copeland, Kevin Gavin, Hannah Johnson, 
John Marshall, Shaun Murphy, John       
Richards, Tabitha Rollins, Syed Abbas     
Tahirzadeh and Alena Wooldridge. 

 

 2011 AP Scholar Awards were granted to 18 
Mount Si students with scores of 3 or higher 
on three or more AP exams.: Austen Bolves, 
Kathryn Crowley, Paige Dahlberg, Landon 
Edwards, Morgan Evans, Meghan Flanagan, 
Madeline Gill, Gillian Goodwin, Grady 
Guenther,  Genevieve Magnan, Hector  
Martinez, Angie McMillan-Major, Michael 
Metzler,  Stephanie Rehm, Robert Rollins, 
Moriah Sisk, Erik Sorvik and Leslie Stevens. 

 

Comparison results of the 2011 AP Exams: 

 MSHS students who scored 3+:       81.9% 

 WA State students who scored 3+:  62.1% 

 National students who scored 3+:    60.2% 
 

Research consistently shows that students who 
score a 3 or higher on AP Exams typically have 
academic success in college and a higher col-
lege graduation rate than students who do not.   

Congratulations Mount Si High School’s Class of 2012          
National Merit Scholars (left to right): Kayla Tostevin, Landon 
Edwards, Sally Miller, Brian Copeland, Riley Edwards, and 
Natalie Brookes. (Not pictured: Kyle Seymour) 
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Preparing Students for College and Career s 

Perseverance, Respect, Integrity, Dependability and Encouragement  

Students Earn College Credit & Certifications…while attending MSHS 
 
Times have changed significantly since some of us attended high school.  Did you know there are several ways for  

students to earn college credit and/or professional certifications while attending Mount Si High School?                    

The following options allow  students to remain on the Mount Si High School campus for their high school experience, 

and at the same time, be able to pursue advanced courses in subjects of interest that will help prepare and equip  

students for their goals after high school.   
 

 A University of Washington Astronomy 101 course offers 5 UW college credits;  a UW Oceanography 101 may 

be added soon.  

 New this fall, Central Washington University’s Cornerstone Partner Program offers dual college credit in several 

select math courses (including: AP Calculus, Algebra 3, Pre-Calculus, and Statistics.) 

 Students who score high on Advanced Placement exams offered at Mount Si High School or through the 

Snoqualmie Valley Virtual Academy can earn college credit, as well as higher class placement in those subjects 

when they enter college.  Fourteen AP classes are currently offered at Mount Si, and 19 AP subjects are available 

to Mount Si students through the Snoqualmie Valley Virtual Academy.  There has been a steady increase in the 

number of Mount Si students choosing to take AP course in recent years.  

 Several Career and Technical Education (CTE) classes at Mount Si High School provide opportunities for students 

who earn a “B” or higher in Tech Prep classes  to earn college credits from Bellevue College, Cascadia College, 

Lake Washington Technical College and Shoreline Community College.   Digital Imaging, Business Accounting & 

Finance, Auto Maintenance, Engineering & Design, Environmental Horticulture, Microsoft Office, Culinary Arts 

and Sports Medicine are just a few of the 23 CTE courses offered at Mount Si High School that allow students the 

opportunity to earn dual college/high school credit. Last year, 355 MSHS students earned 2,138 credits through 

the school’s Tech Prep program – saving families thousands of dollars in future college tuition. 

 In addition, students can also earn Professional Certifications through CTE classes at Mount Si High School.    

These certifications include: Culinary Arts-Pro Start and Skills USA , Construction Trades-NCCER , Automotive-

Skills USA and Auto Service Excellence, Sports Medicine-National Sports Medicine, Computer Academy-CompTia 

A+ Cert., Multimedia-Adobe, and Microsoft Office-MS Office specialist. 

Dedicated Mount Si students have numerous opportunities to graduate with their high school diploma and have col-

lege credit and professional certifications that will help them pursue their post-high school interests and aspirations.  

At Mount Si High School this year, students are actively promoting their PRIDE    
covenant that they established last year to define what they stand for as a school  
community.  This year, there is tremendous momentum and 
energy around the initiative to encourage all students, staff, 
parents and community members to “live” these concepts.   
 

Under John Belcher’s new leadership, you can experience 
PRIDE in a variety of ways:  Check out the new school and ASB 
websites at http://mountsihighschool..com/.  From there, 
look for the 2011-12 School Profile (pictured right).  Watch   
the  “Perspectacles” video.  And, come visit the school! 
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Snapshots of Our Schools 
S

N
O

Q
U

A
L

M
I
E

 V
A

L
L

E
Y

 P
U

B
L

I
C

 S
C

H
O

O
L

S
  

Snoqualmie Middle 
School students paid 

respect to families      
impacted on September 
11, 2001 by wearing RED 
to honor the memory of 
a hero who was known 
for always having a red 
bandana and who lost 
his own life while      
helping others escape     
the World Trade Center.  

The Twin Falls Middle   

School Read-Walk-Run-athon 

had something for everyone.     

As a result, students raised over 

$10,000 for student activities.  

In eager   
anticipation for 
the first day of 

school, Fall City 
Elementary   

students (right) 
enjoyed the PTSA 

Popsicle Social    
on “Meet Your 
Teacher” Day! 

Snoqualmie Elementary School families , 

explored a variety of afterschool enrichment  
activities including Chess Club, during the PTSA-
sponsored “Discover SES” event in September.  

Two Rivers School    
middle school students 
learned about salmon 

habitat with teacher 
Joe Burgener  

at the Tolt River  
this fall. 
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Snapshots of Our Schools 

In support of Mount Si High School students’ PRIDE Initiative, the entire staff demonstrated their unity and           
collective school spirit by sporting P.R.I.D.E. T-shirts at the first assembly of the year!  
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Principal of Opstad Elementary School,  
John Jester (at left), plays along to demonstrate  
the Monopoly theme of the school’s annual PTSA    
walk-a-thon fundraiser. The question remains,        
however...did he get out of “Jester Jail” for free?  

Students at 

Chief Kanim  
Middle School wore 

crazy costumes during 
the school’s Hawk-a-

thon fundraiser earlier 
this month. They 

raised $31,000!       
60% of the proceeds 
will be used for ASB 

assemblies, field trips, 
new drinking          

fountains, and after-
school programs.      

The remaining 40% 
will go to the PTSA 

classroom grant      
program for teachers. 

Cascade View Elementary parent volunteer Dave 

Kramer (below) explains to students how to plant, 
grow and maintain assorted plants and vegetables in 
the school garden.  The school garden, built by PTSA  
volunteers and students in 2010, is not only a source 
of beauty and pride for the school, but it has provided 
an  extension to the classroom for enrichment        
activities in math, science, writing and art. 
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Using Technology to Engage Students in Learning 
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New Online Feature for Parents:  

  Access Student Data via Mobile Devices! 
 
Through a new program called “Skyward Mobile,” Snoqualmie Valley students and their 
guardians can now access their student information in the district’s database more easily using a  
mobile device.  The new option presents student  data in a format that is scaled for smaller devices.  
 

This provides another way to view the district’s Family Access program which lets families check student   
information online over a secure Internet connection, using a confidential password and login.  Through  
Family Access, parents can verify their student’s schedule, attendance status, emergency contacts, family 
demographics, food service account, grades, missing assignments, and test scores.   
 

To try the new mobile device capability... Parents, visit the district website homepage (www.svsd410.org), 
select the Family Access icon, and click on the Mobile Device option from the list on the right.  You will need 
your unique password and login, which you can get from your school’s office if you don’t have this yet.  This 
new feature will help parents stay involved in their child’s education —even when they’re on the go! 

 

New StrataLogica Mapping Technology Brings Geography Lessons to Life 

SMS Social Studies teacher Tom Burford added, “As a nation,    
I believe our knowledge of Geography is very low when      
compared to other nations.  Tools such as Stratalogica enable 
us to use some of the latest technology available to reach the 
kids in a way they are more programmed to receive.  Students 
use all types of technology day-to-day, so why not give them       
geographic tools via the computer and internet and see where 
they will go and what they can create?”   

8th grader Mary Kate Crittenden uses           
Stratalogica’s Google Earth feature to zoom in  
on Chief Kanim Middle School.  She also likes 
being able to access the product from her home 
computer then submit her finished presentation 
online to her teacher before she arrives to school. 

Snoqualmie Valley middle and high school social studies 
teachers now have access to an innovative web-based    
mapping product called StrataLogica.  This teaching tool  
displays charts, atlases, maps and globes in a 3-D               
environment powered by a Google Earth API. It allows the 
user to zoom in and out from locations and view facts about 
each area (like rainfall, population, etc.) It also has a 2-D   
pull-down wall map feature for classroom discussions, and 
ways to “draw” on maps to personalize presentations.  
 

CKMS History teacher Renee Gray has used it with her 8th 
graders to create student presentations.  “I think it is a great 
program that includes technology which kids are excited 
about, as well as many inter-disciplinary skills.  Students 
need to critically read, investigate, question, summarize, 
infer, and make connections depending on what type of  
assignment the teacher creates.  It also creates a "buy-in" 
from the student because it can involve creativity, as well    
as uploading images and videos.”  

CKMS student Connor Schattenkerk used StrataLogica for  
research on a Native American project.  He liked being able to 
zoom in on facts about an area, and to make buildings 3-D. 
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Committed to Continuous Improvement 

Ongoing Efforts —and Some New Programs— Focus on Ensuring ALL Students Succeed 

 
The fundamental purpose of our school district is to ensure high levels of learning for every student.   While we have much     
to be proud of in terms of increasing student achievement, we also know that many students still struggle with learning and 
benefit from extra support to ensure their success in school. 
 

The Mount Si High School Class of 2010’s estimated “on-time” graduation rate was 94.8%; while its estimated “extended” 
graduation rate was 99.2% for 2010 — showing improvement in both categories over the school’s 2009 rates.  This is based   
on the formula that Washington State required of all public school districts in 2010 and the measure by which Annual Yearly    
Progress (AYP) was determined this year. (Note: Next year a new federal formula will go into effect across the nation and    
replace state calculations for determining graduation rates.)  Compared with other comprehensive peer high schools in east 
King County, Mount Si High School ranked 7th on a list of 14 neighboring high schools according to their 2010 estimated          
on-time graduation rates.  Most importantly, however, we strongly believe even one student not graduating from high school 
on time is one student too many.  For this reason, the district has, and will continue, to focus significant time and resources 
toward helping ensure the success of every student.    
 

Student Support Programs Currently in Effect:   

 In each of our schools, extra support and intervention programming helps support struggling students.               
These efforts involve using student data to identify struggling students and trends, teacher teaming efforts to provide              
appropriate interventions at all grade levels, and tailoring the content and delivery of lessons to meet specific student 
needs.  (Ask your school principal about their school-based supports and intervention programs — such as Reading      
Buddies, Math Tutoring/Enrichment, Eagle Excel assistance, etc.) 

 The Snoqualmie Valley Virtual Academy (SVVA) was established last fall in our district to help students in three key 
ways:  for credit recovery, to accommodate flexible scheduling, and to expand the breadth of course offerings, building 
upon the options offered at Mount Si High School.  Our District is now serving 85 students enrolled in 115 online classes 
through the SVVA!  This is a significant jump from last year’s 
peak enrollment of 45 students taking 55 classes at a given time. 

 Summer School offers support over summer months and 
this past summer, enrollment soared!!  At the high school level, 
98 students enrolled in 108 online courses this summer with an 
80% success rate.  (This is up from last summer of 2010, when 
82 students in grade 9-12 enrolled — 52 were in classrooms & 
30 chose out-of-district online options.) At the grade school  
level, summer school enrollment nearly doubled — serving 68 
students in 2011, compared to 37 in 2010. 

 

Exciting NEW Programs Underway this Year: 

 Last year, our District initiated a Comprehensive Program 
Review to identify where and how we might improve student 

supports, especially for struggling students. This analysis       
recommended several of the initiatives listed below... 

 Former Two Rivers principal Tom Athanases was hired to       

research and establish several new alternative programs    
for our students during the 2011-12 school year. 

 Tom’s Drop-out Recovery efforts over the summer already 
brought  back 16 students who re-enrolled this fall!   

 Planning for the future Freshman Learning Center continues 
among staff to develop a strong support system for ensuring a 
successful 9th grade transitions and positive first year experi-
ences at high school — a key factor in graduating on time. 

 We’re also exploring a Home School partnership program      
if there is interest from local families.    (See article at right.)  

New Parent Partner Program  
To Explore Home School Support 
 

The Snoqualmie Valley School District is hosting  
an informational meeting next month for parents 
interested in partnering with the school district   
to start a “Parent Partner Program.” The model 
being considered would provide an Alternative 
Learning Experience program for local families 
who want to educate their children at home, in 
collaboration with the school district.  In similar 
programs throughout the state, the parent       
typically serves as the primary instructor while      
a certificated teacher manages the Written       
Student Learning Plans.  
 

Mark your calendar…     
Attend  an informational parent meeting —
Wednesday, November 9, at 4-5 pm, at the 
School District Office Building (8001 Silva Ave SE, 
Snoqualmie, WA 98065), to learn more. District 
staff will make a short presentation then be on 
hand to answer questions and gauge community 
interest in starting a Parent Partner Program in 
our school district. 
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 As Our World Turns... 

Study Travel + Student Exchanges  
 = Greater Cultural Understanding  
Snoqualmie Valley students have many opportunities this year to travel, 
learn first-hand about other parts of our world, and make new friendship 
with students from other cultures.  Here is a quick round-up of opportunities available to Snoqualmie Valley students: 
 

High School Adventures: 
 France - Spring Break 2012. Open to MSHS French language students, 10-day trip to Paris will include a 5-day home stay 

and opportunity to attend a French school. Contact: MSHS French teacher Karine Dandurand. 

 New York - Spring Break 2012. Students in the Wildcat Production Club will have an opportunity to experience New 
York’s Film and Media industry first hand -- including studio tours at Times Square/GMA and Rockefeller Center/NBC, 
viewing a live taping, visiting the NYU Film School and New York Film Academy, and experiencing a Broadway show.    
Contact: Joe Dockery, MSHS video production teacher. 

 Germany - 2011-12 Exchanges –(October/November and June/July).  20 German high school students will be arriving 
soon (on October 26!)  from Gladbeck Germany to attend Mount Si High School and live with the  families of MSHS     
German language students for three weeks. Then once school’s out in June, 20 MSHS students will travel to Germany for 
a 3-week exchange program with their new German friends.  MSHS German teacher Edina Kecse-Nagy is coordinating 
the reciprocal exchange. 

 Japan - 2012-13 Exchanges.  Twenty Japanese students from Naga High School, Mount Si High School’s sister school in 
Japan, will be visiting and living with Mount Si host families for 12 days in March 2012. Then next year, a group of MSHS 
Japanese language students will travel to Japan for a cultural exchange  experience.  Contact is: Sudeshna Sen (MSHS). 

 England - 2011-12 Soccer Exchange.  A British soccer team from Bishop Heber High School plans to visit Mount Si High 
School this year, and a group of sophomore and junior Mount Si players will return a visit to Chester, England for 11 days 
of tournaments, coaching and sightseeing. MSHS coach contact is: Ben Tomlisson.  

 

Middle School Opportunities: 
 Grand Canyon - Spring Break 2012 (March 31 - April 4).  Open to 6th and 7th graders at TFMS and SMS. Participants will 

hike the canyon, river raft, rock climb, and mountain bike in the red rocks of Sedona.  Contacts: Heather Kern (SMS) or 
Dawn Frearson (TFMS). More information is available at: http://www.grandclassroom.com.  

 Italy - Spring break 2012. Interested middle school students can explore Italian cities and sites this spring. Teacher     
contacts:  Steve Botulinski (TFMS) and Megan Botulinski (MSHS). 

 Washington DC - June 18-23, 2012. Open to all interested 8th graders in our district. Students will tour Battlefields,     
Philadelphia and points of interest throughout our nation’s Capital. Go to: http://www.kidsindc.com., for more            
information.  Teacher contacts include: Thomas Burford (SMS), Emily Rourke (TFMS), and Paul Dobberfuhl (CKMS). 

Mount Si Welcomes Students from Around the Globe 
 

Nine new foreign exchange students are currently attending Mount        
Si High School, and living with families in our community. We welcome: 
Tatjana Bertram (12th grader) from Denmark, Joe Boyce (11) and  
Dewald De Klerk (12) from New Zealand, Izabela Kotulska (12) from  
Poland, Jinju Lee (10) from South Korea, Pierre Perez (12) and Sephora 
Perrot (12) from France, and Carla Torrisi (12) and Caterina Zita (12) 
both from Italy.  
 

This year, two MSHS students (Celine Breton and Aja Corliss) are        
currently living abroad and going to school in France.  And, two Mount  
Si students returned this year from exchange programs overseas —   
Sally Miller spent a year in Germany, while Ramie Kraun attended a  
semester in England.  

 

http://www.kidsindc.com
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News in our Schools 

 
 

Are You Registered  to Vote? 

 
Go online to...  

www.vote.wa.gov /elections/ 
 
You can check your status by clicking 
on “MyVote” and register online         
if you are new to King County.            
Registration materials are also       
available in every school’s office.       
Call the King County Elections Office   
at 206-296-VOTE or 206-296-8683      
for more information. 

 

Remember to vote  
in the General Election 

November 8, 2011  
 

Smiling & Dialing for Foundation Donations 
 

About 80 Mount Si High School 
students volunteered on     
September 12 and 13  to make 
calls for the Snoqualmie Valley 
Schools Foundation’s  annual  
Phonathon fundraiser.  By the  
end of two-day event, student 
efforts had received nearly 
$15,000 in pledges from      
generous community        
members.     
Many  thanks to the enthusiastic volunteers and to the many supportive citizens 
who answered their calls!   
 

As donations have continued to come in by mail and online, the Foundation is  
hoping to reach a goal of $20,000.  Proceeds will support Math Intervention      
Programs at all five elementary schools in our district, Reading Interventions and 
Enrichment programs, and student training for the Natural Helpers  program at 
Mount Si High School.    
 

The Snoqualmie Valley Schools Foundation is dedicated to supporting programs 
that will sustain excellence in education in Snoqualmie Valley Schools.  Through 
fundraising and volunteer efforts, they support district- wide initiatives that      
improve student achievement and teacher classroom grants.  For more               
information about the Snoqualmie Valley Schools  Foundation or to make a       
donation online, please visit their website at: www.SVSFoundation.org.    

North Bend Elementary  
Teacher Alan Tepper Named  
“Teacher of the Month” 
 
Alan Tepper, NBE PE Teacher, was recently 
honored as the September “Teacher of the 
Month” by the Snoqualmie Valley-Issaquah 
Macaroni Kids Internet blog:
(www.snoqualmievalley.macaronikid.com). 
 

In addition to his outstanding work with 
kids during school, Tepper has coached the 
Panther Pride Unicycle Team for the past 30 
years, sharing his passion for the sport with 
people of all ages through our area. 
 

This summer, the team competed in the 
2011 National UGames Unicycle             
competition and took home the top 
award—the National Club Freestyle    
Championship. This also earned them an 
invitation to compete in Italy next summer! 
Individuals also earned 51 gold, 43 silver, 
and 48 bronze medals for their talents! 

Safety teams from every Snoqualmie Valley school and the district office 
participated in two days of emergency training certification on September 
20-21. This was part of the REMS Grant (Readiness and Emergency        
Management for Schools) that our district was awarded last year. Each 
building team, in turn, is working to ensure that the best practice they 
learned are incorporated into their school safety plans and are part of their 
future practice drills with staff and students. This grant is helping us ensure 
are schools and staff will be as 
prepared as possible in the event 
of an actual emergency. 

School Staff  Focus on Emergency Response 

 

Support Our Troops 
 

Our schools are partnering with the 
American Legion to collect donations 
for troops serving abroad.  Please 
bring non-perishable snacks, cards, 
toiletry items, student art, and letters 
for soldiers to your neighborhood 

school by November 10, 2011. 

http://www.SVSFoundation.org
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Elementary  Schools: 
Cascade View Elementary School  

425-831-4100 

34816 S.E. Ridge St.  

Snoqualmie, WA  98065 

Ray Wilson, Principal 
 

Fall City Elementary  

425-831-4000 

33314 S.E. 42nd 

Fall City, WA  98024 

Dan Schlotfeldt, Principal 
 

North Bend Elementary  

425-831-8400 

400 E. 3rd Street  

North Bend, WA  98045 

Jim Frazier, Principal 
 

Opstad Elementary   

425-831-8300 

1345 Stilson Ave. S.E.  

North Bend, WA  98045 

John Jester, Principal 

 

Snoqualmie Elementary  

425-831-8050 

39801 S.E. Park St.  

Snoqualmie, WA  98065 

Cori Pflug, Principal 

 

High School: 
Mount Si High School                 Main Office: 425-831-8100 

8651 Meadowbrook Way S.E.    Attendance: 425-831-8200 

Snoqualmie, WA  98065             Counseling: 425-831-8150 

John Belcher, Principal 

Greg Hart, Associate Principal 

Beth Castle and Cindy Wilson, Assistant Principals 
 

Snoqualmie Valley Virtual Academy                425-831-8142 

 Lisa Truemper, Program Coordinator          

 

Administrative Office:       
8001 Silva Ave. S.E.     phone: 425-831-8000 
P.O. Box 400  fax: 425-831-8040 

Snoqualmie, WA  98065 www.svsd410.org 
   

Joel Aune, Superintendent  425-831-8000 

Don McConkey, Assistant Superintendent 425-831-8018 

Jeff Hogan, Executive Director, Technology 425-831-8019 

Ryan Stokes, Director, Business Services  425-831-8011 

Nancy Meeks, Director, Student Services  425-831-8015 

Beverly Root, Director, Personnel   425-831-8000 

Jim Garhart, Supervisor, Transportation  425-831-8020 

Carl Larson, Supervisor, Operations  425-831-8005 

Pat Reilly, Supervisor, Food Services  425-831-8009 

Carolyn Malcolm, Public Information 425-831-8423
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 Middle Schools: 
Chief Kanim Middle School  

425-831-8225 

32627 Redmond-Fall City Rd.  

P.O. Box 639  

Fall City, WA  98024 

Kirk Dunckel, Principal 
 

Snoqualmie Middle School  

425-831-8450 

9200 Railroad Ave. S.E.  

Snoqualmie, WA  98065 

Vernie Newell, Principal 
 

Twin Falls Middle School  

425-831-4150 

46910 S.E. Middle Fork Road 

North Bend, WA  98045 

Ruth Moen, Principal 

Martin Barber, Assistant Principal 

 

Alternative School: 
Two Rivers School  

425-831-4200 

330 Ballarat Ave. N.  

North Bend, WA  98045 

Amy Montayne-Johnson, Principal 

 

District website: www.svsd410.org 


