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June /July 2012                                 Summer Edition (online only) 

The  
fundamental  

purpose of the        
Snoqualmie 

Valley  
School District  

is to ensure 
high levels     
of learning  
for every    
student. 

CongratulationsClass of 2012! 

  

Photos contributed by Rachel Mallasch and Sandy Horvath. 
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Message from the Superintendent 
 

Wrapping Up a Most Successful School Year!    
 

Last month’s graduation exercises served as a culmination of the K-12 school experience for over 
300 students.  The class of 2012 began this journey as kindergartners back in 1999.  During their 
time in school, they were encouraged, challenged, guided, and taught by literally hundreds of staff 
who serve in our schools.  The talents of our students, combined with the support of parents and 
school staff, have once again produced amazing results.  The class of 2012 is an accomplished 
group, ready and eager to venture into post-secondary education, military service, and the world 

of work.  We are proud of these students, inspired by their accomplishments, and in awe of their potentials. 
 

The fact that our students are demonstrating higher levels of accomplishment than ever before, is a source of         
satisfaction for the dedicated staff who work with them each day. The budget woes that have plagued school districts 
in recent years have not deterred us from achieving excellence in our schools.  We have instituted new operational 
efficiencies and employed a variety of strategies to stretch resources in order to serve and provide for our students. 
We are currently implementing exciting programs and cutting-edge initiatives to further elevate our schools.  These 
efforts have kept our schools on level with the very best in the state.    
 

This publication highlights the accomplishments of our students and the incredible work occurring in our schools.  
It also includes examples of measures we have employed to leverage resources in different ways to sustain school      
operations during these difficult financial times.  Please feel free to share this online-only edition with your neighbors. 
 

As another year comes to conclusion, be assured that planning for next year is already well underway.  Our school  
district subscribes to a philosophy of continuous improvement, and we fully intend to make next year the best one yet. 
 

Have a relaxing summer break, and don’t forget to tell your sons and daughters that you are proud of them and that 
you love them.  

by Superintendent  
Joel Aune 

Leadership Transitions for the 2012-13 School Year 
 

Amy Wright Returns to District to Serve as Next Opstad Principal 
 

Amy Wright has been hired to lead Opstad Elementary next year, replacing John Jester as principal 
who retired after 15 years of service to the school.  Amy is currently the principal at Stillwater   
Elementary in Carnation.  She also has a long history in our school district that includes teaching at 
Fall City Elementary for 15 years, completing her principal internship at Cascade View Elementary 

(under Tim Nootenboom’s direction) as well as 
attending MSHS, SMS and NBES as a student. 
Click here to read the full story online.   

 

Kerstin Kramer Hired to Lead SES in the Fall  
 

Kerstin Kramer has been hired as interim     
principal of Snoqualmie Elementary School.  
Kramer, a teacher in our district for 15 years, 
completed her principal internship under 
John Jester’s mentorship, while leading     
science and technology education initiatives 
as a Teacher on Special Assignment (TOSA). 
She has also taught science at Snoqualmie 
Middle School many years. Starting July 1, Kramer replaced Cori 
Pflug, who is moving to Leavenworth and will be principal of 
Sunnyslope Elementary in Wenatchee. Read the full story online. 

Celebrating Retirement 

 

SVSD staff who retired at the end of this 
school year include:  

Tom Athanases, District  

Judy Beal, TFMS 

John Jester, OES (right) 

Gena Meyer, OES 

Maria Scott, MSHS 

Andrea Stein, NBE 

Alan Tepper, NBE 

Ileen O’Leary-Kirshner, OES 
 

Thanks for your years of service to   
Snoqualmie Valley children and schools! 

 

 

 

http://www.svsd410.org/districtinfo/newspubs/news.asp?DistrictNewsID=757
http://www.svsd410.org/districtinfo/newspubs/news.asp?DistrictNewsID=760
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Celebrating Student Achievement 

A Tribute to the Class of 2012 

This year, we celebrate the achievements of 324 students from the Class of 2012 who have 

earned their high school diploma from the Snoqualmie Valley School District.  Family and friends 

of 14 Two Rivers students and two Snoqualmie Valley Virtual Academy students celebrated their         

graduations on June 6 at Chief Kanim Middle School.  On June 8, approximately 308 Mount Si 

High School graduating seniors celebrated with family and friends at a commencement            

ceremony at the Mount Si High School stadium. 

Here are a few highlights from the Class of 2012: (Click here for the full story & photos online.) 

 56 seniors received the Washington State Honors Award (which recognizes the top 10% of 

seniors in Washington State.)  

 17 received the Washington State Principal's Scholar Award (the top 5% of seniors in Washington State.)  

 7 students from the Class of 2012 earned National Merit Achievement Scholar awards, based on PSAT exam scores: 

 1 senior is a National Achievement Participant, ranking in the top 3% of all Black Americans in the nation. 

 3 seniors are National Merit Commended Scholars, ranking in the top 5% of seniors in the country.  

 3 seniors were recognized as National Merit Finalists, ranking among the top ½% of seniors in the nation. 

 2 Valedictorians maintained perfect 4.0 grade point averages throughout their high school careers; and 1 Salutatorian 

earned the second highest GPA of a 3.9.  

 A remarkable $6.4 million dollars in scholarship money was awarded this year —$48,000 of which came from local      

scholarships. Thanks to our strong community supporters whose donations help fulfill our senior’s college ambitions. 

 Mount Si High School was awarded the prestigious AP Honor Roll award by the National College Board for the second 

year in a row— for increasing participation in Advanced Placement exams AND increased student performance on AP 

exams. The Snoqualmie Valley School District was one of only four districts to earn this distinction (out of the 295 school 

districts in Washington State.) 

 Participation in AP courses rose this year by 16% over last year with 267 students participating; 189 of those were    

seniors. Seniors contributed to a 14% increase of those scoring a 3 or higher to earn college credit.  

 9 seniors earned their high school diplomas and Associate of Arts degrees (at the same time) from Bellevue College 

through the Running Start program.  They will enter college as juniors next fall. 

 Seniors earned 935 college credits through Career & Technical Education courses this year, potentially saving their     

families $93,500.  A total of 2,310 college credits were earned school-wide through the College Credit & Careers Network 

Tech Prep Program this past year. 

 10 seniors have enlisted into military service with the Air Force, Army, Coast Guard, Marines, National Guard and Navy.  

 22 senior athletes earned a 3.5 GPA or higher. 
 

 Here are just a few individual achievements, from a long list of talented seniors: 

 Ryan Melton and Sally Miller were chosen the 2012 “Wildcats of the Year" by students and staff -- for modeling integrity, 
pride, leadership and school spirit.  

 Matthew Bumgardner has been recognized as one of the best jazz trombone players in the country and will attend the 

top New York jazz school with a full scholarship.  

 Brian Copeland and Connor Deutsch were named 2011 Scholar-Athletes by the National Football Foundation/League. 

 Trevor Lane was named the “2011-12 Gatorade Washington Baseball Player of the Year" by ESPNHS Sports and the    

Gatorade Company, distinguishing him as Washington State's best high school baseball player. 

 Brianna Trotto is a National Champion of Equestrian Riding through the American Morgan Horse Association.  

Congratulations and good luck Snoqualmie Valley Graduates  

http://www.svsd410.org/districtinfo/newspubs/news.asp?DistrictNewsID=773
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Snoqualmie Valley Schools Foundation Funds District-Wide Initiatives 
 

As a result of its record-breaking spring luncheon fundraiser 

(which generated $90,000 in donations this year), the 

Snoqualmie Valley Schools Foundation presented the district 

with a check for $57,500 for district-wide initiatives aimed at 

improving educational opportunities in all of our schools.  This 

will fund reading and math interventions at all five elementary 

schools, middle school math support at the three middle 

schools, high school tutoring and the TEALS program (which is 

bringing two new Computer Science classes to Mount Si High 

School co-taught by Microsoft professionals.) Additional      

funding has been reserved for professional development for 

STEM Math and Science teachers and innovative classroom 

grants, for which teachers can now apply.  Click here for to watch a video of programs funded last year.   

Visit www.svsfoundation.org, for more information about the Foundation. 

4 SVSD Schools Earn 2011-12 Washington Achievement Awards —CKMS for a 3rd year! 
 
Snoqualmie Valley schools continue to rank in the top 5% of 
schools in our state based on student performance scores on   
state assessments.  This year was no exception with four SVSD 
schools earning Washington Achievement Awards: Cascade View             
Elementary School, Chief Kanim Middle School, Twin  Falls Middle 
School and Two Rivers School. 
 
Chief Kanim Middle School is the only middle school in the State 
of Washington to be recognized for Excellence in Science three 
consecutive years, based on 8th grade science MSP scores.  At 
right, Superintendent of Public Instruction Randy Dorn, poses  
with SVSD Superintendent Joel Aune, CKMS teachers Mickey 
Fowler and Chris Blake, and Principal Kirk Dunckel at a special 
ceremony for the award-winning schools on April 26 in Everett.  

Volunteer Appreciation for Extraordinary Service 
 

At the May 24 School Board meeting, the district expressed its 

gratitude for the incredible support it receives from volunteers 

through the Parent Teacher Student Associations (PTSAs) in    

our school district.  During the course of the last school year,        

volunteers (who signed in at their schools) logged over 41,741 

hours of service!  PTSA groups also sponsored fun activities to 

raise funds to supplement school enrichment and programs in 

the sum of $338,701.80 in donations during the 2011-12 school 

year!  Pictured at left are representatives from each school’s 

PTSA/PTA and the PTSA Council with certificates of appreciation 

that reflect the district’s heartfelt thanks. 

http://www.svsfoundation.org/behind-the-scenes/video-gallery/
http://www.svsfoundation.org
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Science•Technology•Engineering•Math (STEM)  

Underwater Robotics Camp for 

Girls Grades 9-12: Spots are till open! 

“Bots on the Sound” is an underwater robotics    

summer camp offered for the first time at Mount Si 

High School this summer.  From July 23-27, girls   

entering grades 9-12 will design, build, and program 

underwater robots made of LEGO and other        

components. Working in teams, students will      

compete in a series of missions that will require the 

robots to maneuver in the water and accomplish 

specific tasks.  Mount Si is one of only four locations 

in Washington State awarded this “WaterBotics” 

opportunity for girls, through a grant from the     

National Science Foundation.  Space is limited.  

    Register at:  www.botsonthesound.weebly.com.  

Tsunami Expert Gives Advice to Save Lives:    

“Feel, See, Hear…and RUN!” 
 

On June 6, distinguished scientist Dr. Eddie Bernard with 

the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 

spoke with Mount Si High School students on the topic of 

tsunamis and the Pacific Tsunami Warning System. Bernard 

helped develop the system and is working to deploy it in 

countries around the world.  He shared research from    

recent tsunami events with about 400 students throughout 

the day, teaching the warning signs and actions everyone 

should take if they ever encounter a tsunami.    
 

The three key warning signs everyone in coastal areas 

should know are: “If you FEEL an earthquake, SEE the    

water level change, or HEAR a loud roar…. then RUN to 

high ground as fast as you can!”  And, if you are              

vacationing by cruise ship and ever experience these     

warnings while in port, get on the ship as soon as possible. 

 

 

To learn about other STEM-related educational activities 
that took place in our schools this past year, click here.  

Cascade View Math team won 1st Place in “COOL” Regional Competition 
 

This spring, the Cascade View 4th grade Math is Cool team 

won first place in their division (among 38 teams) in a        

regional Math is Cool competition.  The team, which includes 

Hari Rathnam, Issac Edson, Acchindra Thev and Will Kramer, 

brought home a first place plaque for the school, and       

qualified for the state-level contest.  Additionally, in            

individual competitions, Kramer placed 7th and Rathnam 

placed 8th in their division.   At the state finals, the team 

placed 7th in their division.  The "Math is Cool" competition 

format involves open-ended problem sets, relays, pressure 

rounds, mental math and college bowl rounds.  Very cool! 

Click here   
to read Dr. 
Bernard’s  
recently 
published 
paper: 
“Tsunamis: 
Are we       
Under-
estimating 
the Risk?”    

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001FDkttxKw-R5Tdz3uMHXu4GExjIEsI7O7Nuo8uqp7t7ymYNdpqVbTjf__bQDojT21HsopWIBwZK4TM-9fwU1rJH2o97ow1sVgi6yER6UUAXpigTw4Y8RiwLD0DMG6LFoW
http://www.svsd410.org/districtinfo/newspubs/news.asp?DistrictNewsID=767
http://www.svsd410.org/districtinfo/newspubs/Bernard1.pdf
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Good News:  Saving Taxpayers Money 
 

Two positive developments regarding our district’s finances will 
save Snoqualmie Valley taxpayers nearly $2.4 million!  
 

Refinancing Bonds to Save Taxpayers $1.4 million  
 

The Snoqualmie Valley School District recently refinanced a portion 
of its outstanding bonds in order to take advantage of lower      
interest rates.  The refinancing will save the District’s taxpayers a 
total of $1,450,847 during the next twelve years.  These savings 
flow directly to taxpayers through reduced tax levies (fewer taxes 
collected) and are not available for District expenses. 
 

The School Board accomplished these savings by approving the 
issuance of $9,300,000 in refunding bonds with interest rates    
averaged at 2.22% on the new bonds, compared to 5% on the old 
debt. The District had been monitoring bond market conditions 
over the past year and recent low interest rates allowed the      
District to actually exceed the savings target of 8%, to lock in a  
savings of 14%! 
 

District Awarded OSPI Energy Grant for $944,010   
 

The Snoqualmie Valley School District was awarded an Energy 
Grant for $944,010, from the Office of Superintendent of Public 
Instruction (OSPI) for the cost of school boilers, lighting and       
controls improvements.  With this grant, the district will be able to 
replace four boilers at two schools (Fall City Elementary and North 
Bend Elementary,) and install energy-saving exterior lighting in 
several school buildings throughout the district this summer. 

 

"We are pleased to have been 
awarded this substantial grant.   
These resources will enable us 
to address some critical       
facilities needs while also    
enhancing our efforts to      
reduce costs through improved 
energy efficiencies," said Joel 
Aune, Snoqualmie Valley 
School District Superintendent.  
 

 

The state Legislature appropriated $20.9 million for school facility 
energy cost savings projects this year as part of the 2012 Jobs Now 
Act. In all, 70 school districts applied for the grant money for     
infrastructure improvements and our district was one of 43       
districts awarded.   
 
To qualify for the grant, our district partnered with the McKinstry 
firm to conduct school facility audits that identified eligible projects  
that would yield energy operational cost savings as well as respond 
to facility needs.   

North Bend Elementary’s 

Tiny Town Tradition  

Teaches Economics 
 

“Tiny Town” is a 4th grade tradition at North 
Bend Elementary and a favorite economics 
lesson among students.  Students learn first-
hand about products and services, supply 
and demand, by creating a business, writing 
a business plan, and then selling their wares 
or services.  This year's culminating Tiny  
Town event was well attended on June 7,   
by students, family members, and staff.   

Megan Simpson proudly demos the store 
she and partner Samantha Markley named 
“Spinner Spinner Discount Winner!” They 
sold thrift store items, such as books, jump 
ropes, games, and other things from home.  In other Finance 

news... the District 

earned a clean audit 

from the State Auditor, 

in its annual review of 

school district fiscal      

practices and compliance. 

District Office Summer Hours  
 

Snoqualmie Valley public schools are now 
closed for the summer through August 28.  
The District Office, however, will remain 
open during summer months.  Summer 
hours are: Mondays through Thursdays, 
7am-5pm; Closed on Fridays (starting July 9 
through August 10.)   
 

New students can enroll during the       
summer at the district office, located at 
8001 Silva Avenue SE in Snoqualmie. 

 

 

For Back-to-School Information, 
 visit the district website at:  

www.svsd410.org.   
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Growing SVSD Alternative Learning Options  

Two Rivers School Earns Level 3 King County Green School Award  
 

Students in the Two Rivers Leadership 
class worked this school year to help 
the school become a Level 3 King 
County Green School!  In 2010, Two 
Rivers reached Level 1 in the King 
County Green School programs by 
developing the school’s recycling 
efforts.  In 2011, Two Rivers earned     
a Level 2 Green School status by    
maintaining its recycling commitment, 
and completing requirements for   
energy conservation. This year, in  
addition to sustaining recycling and 
energy conservation efforts, Two  
Rivers students completed the Level 3   
requirement for water conservation!   
 

Other Snoqualmie Valley schools that have participated in the Green School & Earth Hero program in recent years include: 
Twin Falls Middle School (Level 1), Cascade View Elementary (Level 2/Earth Hero), North Bend Elementary (Level 2),  
Snoqualmie Elementary (Level 2), and Mount Si High School (Earth Hero). 

 

New SVSD Parent Partner Program to Begin in the Fall 
If you know a family that prefers to school their kids at home and may be interested, please share this news... 
 

The Snoqualmie Valley School District is pleased to announce it will be launching a new K-5 Parent Partner Program this fall.   
The program will be designed for local families who choose to educate their children at home while collaborating with the 
school district for additional educational needs.  
 

The model being considered for the new SVSD Parent Partner Program involves a parent serving as the primary instructor, 
while a certificated teacher manages the required Written Student Learning Plans that detail learning goals and curriculum 
for the school year. As part of the Learning Plan, students typically attend around 5 hours per week in a classroom setting. 
 

Throughout the year, several informational meetings have  
taken place and families attending those meetings have   
indicated great interest in this type of partnership —as 
many of them currently enroll their students in other        
districts' Parent Partner Programs but would prefer                
a local resource.  With feedback gathered at these      
meetings, the district is working to design a program            
to meet the needs of our local community.  
 

"Our district has been working to expand the ways in     
which it serves the varying educational needs of our         
students.  For example, the Snoqualmie Valley Virtual    
Academy, added two years ago, provides online edu-         
cational options outside of the traditional classroom         
experience. This new Parent Partner Program will offer            
one more option for families who prefer a different learning 
experience for their student," explained Jeff Hogan, Executive   
Director of Instructional Technology for the Snoqualmie Valley School District. 
 

If you’d like more information on the program or have suggestions to contribute, email questions during the summer to  
johnsonad@svsd410.org , or (during the school year) call Amy Montanye-Johnson at 425-831-4200.  

Enrolling in the SVSD Parent Partner Program 
 
To sign up your K-5 student for next fall, please fill out a 
pre-registration form and submit it to the district Attn: 
Parent Partner Program Coordinator. Either email it as an 
attachment to johnsonad@svsd410.org; send it by post 
to: Parent Partner Program, Snoqualmie Valley School 
District, PO Box 400, Snoqualmie, WA 98065; or, fax it to: 
425-831-8040. You can also drop it by the District Office 
in person (located at 8001 Silva Ave. S.E. in Snoqualmie), 
open Mondays-Thursdays (7:30 am—4:30 pm) during 
summer break. 

mailto:johnsonad@svsd410.org
http://www.svsd410.org/parents/PPP/PPP_Registration2012.pdf
mailto:johnsonad@svsd410.org
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Mount Si Cheerleaders Rally Support for Local Burn Camp  
 
On June 2-3, Mount Si High School cheerleaders joined forces with the          

Washington State Council of Fire Fighters to gather donations for a local camp 

that helps young burn victims.  In just two days of gathering “Bucket Brigade” 

donations from around the community, 

the cheer team donated over $4,100     

to benefit Camp Eyabsut, a camp which 

takes place each summer at Camp 

Waskowitz in North Bend. You can help 

the cheer team this summer continue 

their fundraising efforts during North 

Bend’s July 14th Block Party, when they 

plan to sell rubber duckies for the Duck Derby event at the Festival at Mt. Si   

in August.  Again, all proceeds will go directly to the camp!   

 

Youth Leadership Awards Recognize Star Qualities in 3 Students 

The Youth Leadership Initiative 

awards program recognizes 

Snoqualmie Valley high school 

students who exhibit exceptional 

leadership qualities of: vision,  

mediation, service, organization 

or idealism.  Based on nomina-

tions from teachers and        

community members, the 

awards recognize students 

whose courage, citizenship,   

tenacity, and kindness are     

making the Snoqualmie Valley    

a better place to live. 

2012 Youth     
Leadership Award 
winners are Liki 
Berg (Two Rivers),    
Lydia Petroske 
(MSHS), and Ryan 
Melton (MSHS) 
pictured here at a           
ceremony in their 
honor with Brad 
Toft of Clearwater  
Mortgage which 
sponsors the 
award program.  

Keep Your Students Sharp  
this Summer… 
 

Click here to watch                        
a CNN segment  
that offers ideas 
to keep students’ 
minds sharp this 
summer. 

FREE Summer Meals and Snacks  
are available for kids and teens 18 years and under.   

No proof of income, address or citizenship  
is ever required.  

 
To find Summer Meals sites near you, call the  
Family Food Hotline at 1-888-4-FOOD-WA;  

or visit www.ParentHelp123.org;  
or text FoodWA to 877-877. 

http://schoolsofthought.blogs.cnn.com/2012/06/07/keeping-students-sharp-through-summer/
http://www.ParentHelp123.org
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Committed to Continuous Improvement 

Construction at SMS this Summer… 
 Preparations for Freshman Campus in 2013 
 

This summer,        
construction work 
has begun to        
enclose a seldom-
used courtyard in 
Snoqualmie Middle 
School (SMS),  
which will           
essentially double 
the commons area 
in the school and 
allow for year-
round use.  A few classrooms will also receive modifications 
as needed to accommodate STEM education programs, and 
to ensure science labs meet the requirements of high    
school-level science. These improvements are being funded 
with reserves from the 2009 bond which was earmarked for 
SMS building improvements.   
 

These improvements at the SMS building are part of the 
preparations underway to prepare for when the building 
becomes the Mount Si Freshman Campus in the fall of 2013.  
At that time, SMS students will transition to attend Chief 
Kanim and Twin Falls middle schools.    
 

For information on planning underway around opening the 
Freshman Campus and transitioning to two middle schools  
in the fall of 2013, click here for updates on the website. 
 

First Mike Awards Scholastic Books      
to SES for Summer Reading Challenge  
 

Governor Gregoire’s husband (who likes to be called “First 
Mike”) awarded Snoqualmie Elementary School with a    
special Summer Reading Challenge that included a 500-book 
donation to the school from Scholastic Books.  SES third 
graders and their parents got a chance to meet First Mike  
on May 14, when he visited to talk about the importance of 
kids reading during summer months and read his favorite 
story with students. In gratitude for choosing Snoqualmie 
Elementary School, Ms. Hind’s class wrote and performed    
a special song for First Mike.     

             Encourage your kids to read this summer! 

SMS Students “Get Informed about Tobacco” 
 

At Snoqualmie Middle School, students in the Tobacco Use Prevention group, otherwise known     
as ‘Get Informed about Tobacco’ (or G.I.T. for short) were busy this past year.  At the beginning of 
the school year, four students and counselor Heather Kern attended the Youth Leadership Summit, 
and upon their return, developed an action plan to implement during the 2011-12 school year.   
 

Their tobacco prevention activities included: 

 Creating a school anti-tobacco Facebook page. 

 Creating anti-tobacco graphics and slogans to go on all school computers as screensavers (pictured above) resulting in 
rotating reminders throughout the school to make healthy choices.  

 Creating a presentation to share with the student body with educational points on tobacco usage in our school and     
district. The purpose was       
to increase awareness and     
invite more students to join 
G.I.T. next year to strengthen 
their anti-tobacco, healthy        
lifestyle message. 

 Inviting students to sign an 
‘anti-tobacco’ pledge as a  
personal commitment. 

http://www.svsd410.org/districtinfo/newspubs/news.asp?DistrictNewsID=776
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 There’s Music in the Air 

School Board Directors    
 

 Scott Hodgins , District 1  

   (Vice-President) 

 Geoff Doy, District 2 

 Carolyn Simpson, District 3 

 Marci Busby, District 4 

 Dan Popp, District 5 

   (President) 

 
School board meetings are     
typically held every other   
Thursday at 7:30 pm, at the  
District office (8001 Silva Avenue 
S.E, Snoqualmie, WA, 98065.)  
Starting in September, meetings 
will begin at 6:30pm.  The public 
is always invited to attend. 
 
For information regarding the 
Snoqualmie Valley School Board, 
visit the district website at: 
www.svsd410.org. You’ll find 
board meeting dates, agendas 
and materials, minutes and   
podcasts of past meetings,    
director contact information, 
and school district policies. 
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TFMS Jazz I Band places First Again at Bellevue 
Jazz Festival  

Snoqualmie Valley student 

musicians took home 

three impressive awards 

from the 30th annual 

Bellevue High School Jazz 

Festival in May, where 

nearly 50 school jazz bands 

competed at the 2012 

competition.    

 

The Twin Falls Middle 

School Jazz I Band,       

directed by Matt Wenman, 

was awarded first place in 

the Middle School Division 

-- successfully defending 

their first place finish last 

year. This marks the fourth year in a row that Twin Falls Jazz I band has 

placed in the top four schools at this annual festival.  Also, TFMS 7th grader 

Conner Drake was awarded the outstanding piano soloist award.   

 

The Mount Si High School's Jazz II band, under the direction of Adam Rupert, 

finished third place in their division at the festival.  Last year, Mount Si’s Jazz I 

band took home the prestigious “Sweepstakes” award at this competition. 

From Bach to Beethoven and Ballads to Hoe-downs!  

On Wednesday, June 6, the 5th Grade Band and 4th/5th Grade Chorus from Fall City Elementary performed a wide 
variety of music to a packed gymnasium of Fall City families and music fans.  The 35-member band and 87-member 
choir performed with poise, professionalism, precision, and passion, according to music teacher Rachel Rice. She 
added, “Parents and teachers were raving about the enthusiasm and heart with which the students played and 
sang. We at Fall City Elementary are extremely proud of our students’ love and talent for music!”    

Photo courtesy of A Moment In Time Fotography  
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Elementary  Schools: 
Cascade View Elementary School  

425-831-4100 

34816 S.E. Ridge St.  

Snoqualmie, WA  98065 

Ray Wilson, Principal 
 

Fall City Elementary  

425-831-4000 

33314 S.E. 42nd 

Fall City, WA  98024 

Dan Schlotfeldt, Principal 
 

North Bend Elementary  

425-831-8400 

400 E. 3rd Street  

North Bend, WA  98045 

Jim Frazier, Principal 
 

Opstad Elementary   

425-831-8300 

1345 Stilson Ave. S.E.  

North Bend, WA  98045 

Amy Wright, Principal 

 

Snoqualmie Elementary  

425-831-8050 

39801 S.E. Park St.  

Snoqualmie, WA  98065 

Kerstin Kramer, Principal 

 

High School: 
Mount Si High School                 Main Office: 425-831-8100 

8651 Meadowbrook Way S.E.    Attendance: 425-831-8200 

Snoqualmie, WA  98065             Counseling: 425-831-8150 

John Belcher, Principal 

Greg Hart, Associate Principal 

Beth Castle and Cindy Wilson, Assistant Principals 
 

Snoqualmie Valley Virtual Academy                425-831-8142 

 Lisa Truemper, Program Coordinator          

 

Administrative Office:       
8001 Silva Ave. S.E.     phone: 425-831-8000 
P.O. Box 400  fax: 425-831-8040 

Snoqualmie, WA  98065 www.svsd410.org 
   

Joel Aune, Superintendent  425-831-8000 

Don McConkey, Assistant Superintendent 425-831-8018 

Jeff Hogan, Executive Director, Technology 425-831-8019 

Ryan Stokes, Director, Business Services  425-831-8011 

Nancy Meeks, Director, Student Services  425-831-8015 

Beverly Root, Director, Personnel   425-831-8000 

Jim Garhart, Supervisor, Transportation  425-831-8020 

Carl Larson, Supervisor, Operations  425-831-8005 

Pat Reilly, Supervisor, Food Services  425-831-8009 

Carolyn Malcolm, Public Information 425-831-8423
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 Middle Schools: 
Chief Kanim Middle School  

425-831-8225 

32627 Redmond-Fall City Rd.  

P.O. Box 639  

Fall City, WA  98024 

Kirk Dunckel, Principal 
 

Snoqualmie Middle School  

425-831-8450 

9200 Railroad Ave. S.E.  

Snoqualmie, WA  98065 

Vernie Newell, Principal 
 

Twin Falls Middle School  

425-831-4150 

46910 S.E. Middle Fork Road 

North Bend, WA  98045 

Ruth Moen, Principal 

Martin Barber, Assistant Principal 

 

Alternative School: 
Two Rivers School  

425-831-4200 

330 Ballarat Ave. N.  

North Bend, WA  98045 

Amy Montanye-Johnson, Principal 

District website: www.svsd410.org 

 

News in our Schools 

PTSA Honors Exemplary Service to Schools 
 

2011-12 Golden Acorn Awards  
 

On May 24 at its last general meeting, the Snoqualmie Valley 
PTSA Council Board recognized three outstanding parent     
volunteers who have given their time, talents and support to 
our schools.  Congratulations to Sarah Burns, Beth Neleson  
and Paul Sprouse for receiving this year’s distinguished PTSA     
Golden Acorn awards for their service.  Our thanks to you for  
all you do for your kids and your schools! 
 

2011-12 Outstanding Educator of the Year Award  
 

The PTSA Council Board also surprised Superintendent Joel 
Aune with their 2011-12 PTSA Outstanding Educator of the 

Year Award. Council president Liz 
Piekarczyk sited many accomplish-
ments of our top-ranked schools 
under Aune’s leadership, his vision 
that is ensuring students access to 
current technology and STEM     
education, and his clear guiding 
principles in which “It’s about the 
kids, and doing what’s best for 
them.” Congratulations Mr. Aune! 

Edmodo Experiment  
Connects Teacher with Students  
for Extended Summer Learning & Sharing 
 

Fourth grade teacher Kelly Billington is planning to use a web 
resource called Edmodo to keep connected with Opstad  
students she had in class last year —as an experiment to 
encourage additional learning and sharing over the summer. 
 

Edmodo is an educational tool that many teachers in our 
district have begun using which provides Educational        
Networking capabilities among a closed group of students 
and parents regarding school-related topics.    
 

Here are some of the ways Billington’s students are planning 
to use Edmodo this summer: 
 

 Savanna— “Take pictures of stuff I see on vacation, post 
them, tell what it is.”  

 Sarah— ”If you don’t have any books, you can ask for  
recommendations.” 

 Sam— “If I’m on vacation and I read a magazine about 
the place I’m at, I could write about it.” 

 Alana—  “On my way to California, I’m going to be   
reading a lot so I could write what books I’ve read.” 

 


